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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


PLO REPRESENTATIVE COMMENTS ON MOROCCO VISIT, NORTH AFRICA, IRAN 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 12 Sep 79 pp 1, 10 


[Interview with Hani El Hassan, political adviser of Yasir ‘Arafat, member of 
the Executive Committee of the PLO and PLO representative in Tehran, in Fez, 
by Fatima Belarbi; date of interview not given] 


[Text] [Question] What is ‘the goal of your visit to Morocco? 


[Answer] On my way home from Havana [nonalined summit meeting] 1 had the op- 
portunity and the honor of having a two-hour talk with His Majesty Hassan II. 
Basically, we discussed the situation in Lebanon at the time when President 
Sarkis is sending emissaries to the Arab capitals to find a solution to the 
Lebanese crisis, especially the situation in South Lebanon. We reported to 
His Majesty that the PLO has always worked to find a solution to this problem; 
but unless all the Lebanese unite with the PLO around the legitimate Lebanese 
authorities and Syrian aid, it is impossible to find a solution to this crisis. 


Reconciliation between the Lebanese is a high-priority condition in the con- 
frontation against the Zionist enemy in South Lebanon. We are ready to contrib- 
ute to any Arab summit whatsoever, restricted or expanded, in order to facili- 
tate a solution; but in our opinion the solution is in the sands of the Leban- 
ese themselves in the first place. The Lebanese Front must be convinced that 
Israel has no intention of helping it, but wants to take it over from the south. 


Consequently, Lebanese-Palestinian solidarity and Syria's aid, with the sup- 
port of the Arab regimes, are in a position to favor the fight against the 
Zionist occupation of South Lebanon. The PLO has agreed to the presence of 
UNIFIL [UN Interim Forces in Lebanon] forces and has respected that commitment, 
but it is israel that has prevented those forces from carrying out their mission 
in South Lebanon, and it is Israel, too, that has prevented the legitimate Leb- 
anese army from being deployed in the southern part of its country. 


It should be emphasized that it is not the Palestinian presence in South Leb- 

anon that is behind the Zionist aggressions against that part of the Lebanese 

territory. Otherwise, Tel Aviv would have agreed to the deployment of UNIFIL 

forces and forces of the Lebanese army in the south (of Lebanon) so they would 
be a barrier between Palestine and the Palesiinians. 








in addition to that, Mr Saunders, a member of the American Congress, re- 
cently unveiled the truth by stating that Israel is seeking to appropriate 
South Lebanese waters. So Israel wants to have a monopoly on the Litani 
[River]. Is therefore for the Lebanese to decide whether they want to kcep 
their waters or give them up. Just as Andrew Young stated after his resigna- 
tion that the objective of the US since 1975 has been the liquidation of the 
PLO. That objective was set by Kissinger and is the reason the war in Leban- 
on exploded. 


He added (Andrew Young) that we must be convinced (Americans) that that is an 
impossible task. Our Lebanese brothers, therefore, mus!, thwart these aims 
(American), which consist of preventing t!. Palestinian:: from winning back 
their fatherland. 


So Lebanon's interests lie in strengthening the PLO and the emergence of a 
Palestinian state, for otherwise some would be tempted to see a solution in 
the permanent presence of Palestinians in Lebanon--which is in the interest 
neither of the Palestinians nor the Lebanese. 


We explained this point of view to His Majesty, so that it might be taken in- 
to consideration. in any case, Brother Abou Amar is going to Morocco soon, 
following a trip to Europe. 


The talk with His Majesty also dealt with the situation in the Middle East. 
We reported the fact that the US was trying to deceive the Palestinians. It 
has now been proven that the legitimacy represented by Andrew Young has been 
defeated. 


Some think President Carter is an honest man who is trying to give something 
to the Palestinians. But if the President is powerless, how relevant are his 
good intentions and his ethical sense? 


We are convinced that with the struggle we are going to force the United States 
to recognize the PLO and negotiate with it. 


During the interview with His Majesty, we mentioned the question of a Pal- 
estinian government in exile, but within the PLO we think the time is not y:t 
ripe to take that step. 


[Question] What role can Morocco play in this crisis? 


|Answer] Of course we are happy to see that Morocco is firmly committed to 
the resolutions of the Baghdad Sumnit. We are aware that the Sahara has pri- 
ority among Moroccan preoccupations, but that should not contribute to bring- 
ing Sedat out of his isolation, because Arab interests lie in boycotting the 
Sadat regime. Denunciation of the Camp David accords and disengagement from 
a global solution are in the interest of all Arabs, from the Gulf to the 
Atlantic. 


1 brought up this question very clearly with His Majesty the king, who assured 
us of his commitment to the Baghdad Summit resolutions and his support of the 
Palestinian people. He has no doubt that the prime minister's speech, as did 














Morocco'’s position at the sixth nonalined summit, showed that Morocco is 
distinguishing between the two problems: it (Morocco) ic committed to sup- 
porting the Palestinian revolution, as well as to its positions with regard 
to the Sahara, but not on the Palestinians’ account. 


It should be emphasized that relations between the Moroccan and Palestinian 
peoples are strategic relations that go in the direction of the interest of 
the Arab nation and are consequently indestructible, especi lly since the 
Moroccans spontaneously feel tieir duty toward the Palestinian cause and with 
respect to Al Qods. They traveled thowsamds of «km during the Octuder War to 
carry out their duty. 


1 am certain that relations between the two peoples, Moroccan and Palestin- 

ian, will continue to be strengthened further and that Morocco will continue 
to be committed to its position of opposition to the Camp David accords and 

will continue its support of the Palestinian people, in conformance with the 
Baghdad accords. 


[Question] What do you think of the situation in northwest Africa? 


[Answer] I think we must all contribute continued efforts to put an end to 
the conflicts that are prevalent ir North Africa, because a fratricidal fight 
would have negative effects on the Palestinian cause and gives Sadat an op- 
portunity to maneuver in the region. For this reason the PLO is studying 

the possibility of a solution likely to satisfy all parties in North Africa. 


[Question] And iran? 


[‘nswer] About Iran, | think we have obtained a great advantage, in the 
sense that the Arab-Iranian confrontation that existed from the shah's time 
is finished. The shah's Iran was a sword of Damocles over the Arabs’ heads 
and unconditionally supported Israel. 


Today, everything has changed on that precise point, even though some trends 
indicate a revolution outside the Iranian borders. But we should not meet 
those words with passion, because those who convey them are not in positions 
of responsibility and have no authority. These are not ideas being scattered 
here and there. 


I think we must be patient in our approach to the Iranian situation, because 
Iran considers itself an integral part of the region, unlike Turkey, which 
feels it is European. For this reason we must ali establish a strategy for 
fighting the Zionist enemy; that is when the existing contradictions between 
Iran and its Arab neighbors will disappear. 


Moreover, the Imam Khomeyni has ideas that are very pertinent to this subject. 
Indeed, for him the Al Qods question is the priority of priorities, even be- 
fore Bahrein. but a number of his enemies are trying are trying to drag him 
into marginal problems in order to weaken him. So we must be aware of these 
dangers. And I think a summit bringing together the Gulf countries and Iran 





may contribute to establishing balanced relations in the region, which will 
serve Arab interests as well as Iranian and will make it possible to mobilize 
all efforts against the Zionist enemy; all the more so because Iran from now 
on is called upon to play an important role in the Islamic Conference which, 
once it is consolidated, will carry weight in the nonalined movement. We 
must mot give the negative aspects of the Iranian revolution more imp)? )-ce 
than the positive sides, which are more decisive. 


The PLO's duty is to serve as a factor for unity between Iran and the Arabs 
and vice versa. To that we are devoting our efforts. We have several weeks 
before the election of the Parliament and the new chief of state. After that 
we can have a more exact vision of the lranian strategy. But until then, 
there are only electoral speeches, on which one cannot form opinions. 


We must study the opposing political forces, whether it be the Islamic Republic 
Party or the Mujahidin Khalq or the Fedayeen Khalq. 





Beginning now, we must open up the dialogs from which we can benefit after 
the elections. 
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EGYPT 


LIST OF POLITICAL DETAINEES GIVEN 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 29 Aug 79 p 1 


[Article: "The Egyptian Minister of the Interior Personally Supervises 
the Torture Sessions” | 


[Text] The Egyptian police authorities have expanded the camoaign of 
arrests which they recently undertook against members of the égyptian 
National Progressive Unionist Grouping Party. 


WAFA, the PALESTINE NEWS AGENCY, has mentioned, in a special report from 
Cairo, that the number of those arrested from the National Porgressive 
Unionist Grouping Party was 144, and that 40 of them have been transferred 
from the Citadel Prison to the Turrah Prison in Cairo. 


And it made public a statement which leaked out of the Citadel Prison, 
was signed by those arrested, and which called upon “the repressive 
authorities in Egypt to stop the brutal torture that the prisoners have 
been subjected to since their first moment of arrest, and to allow them 
to get in touch with their relatives and to receive newspapers and to 
obtain radios." 


The prisoners linked their demands with democracy and the rule of law, 
which is being shamefully violated by the repressive authorities in 
Egyot. 


In this context the statement presented the prisoners’ demands thai martial 
law be abolished, that the juriediction of the regular courts be estab- 
lished over political cases, that the office of the prosecution's right 

to imprison the accused be abolished, and that the accused be allowed to 
get in touch with their lavyers. 


In addition, the party secretariat of the Egyptian National Grouping 
Abroad announced that it had received information from Cairo describing 
what had happened on the dawn of Thursday, 16 August of this year, when 
Sadat's security forces raided the homes of 56 workers, lawyers, and 
journalists. WAFA attributed to sources of the Egyptian National 
Grouping Abroad its report that the Egyptian minister of the interior, 





Muhammad al-Nabawi Isma'il, sas on hand to receive the arrested individuals 
when they were brought to the Citadel Prison, and that he supervised their 
sesstons of torture and beating. And when Zaki Murad, a lawyer, prote*ted 
to tne minister, he answered him by threatening to kill him, telling hia: 
“Although your names are being recorded in the official prison log-books, 
there is nothing to prevent us from preparing new log-books which would 
contain a smaller number of names than the names of those who actually 
entered the prison.” The letter mentions that a squad of four, consisting 
of a spectally-trained policeman and three trained dogs, receives a 
prisoner the moment he is brought to his cell and never leaves him except 
when he is unconscious. 


In the meantime the International Amnesty Committee, from the headquarters 
of its Secretariat General, began--after the prisoners began a hunger 
strike in protest of the bad treatment they were getting--a rapid campaign 
to save the lives of at least two of the prisoners. They are Dr Rif'at 
al-Sa‘id, a member of the party secretariat of the Grouping, and Nabil 
al-Hilali, a law d their lives were in danger as a result of violent 
beatings which «> *y recived, and this fact has been confirmed by the 
international o:» «nization. 


Some of Thuse Arrested: 


Alumad Taha, ‘Abd-al-Hamid al~Shaykh, Muhammad ‘Ali ‘Amir, Ahmad Sharaf, 
Mustafa ‘Abd-al-Mun'im, Muhammad al-Sayyid ‘Ali, Sabir Zayid, Muhammad 
Salih, Muhammad ‘Abduh Fadl, Sayf Sadiq, Ahmad Ghazlan, Muhammad Mahaud 
Murad, Shahhatah ‘Abd-al-Hahim Sayyid Ishaq, Muhammad al-Sayyid Hanafi, 
Muhammad Abu Durda’, Nabil ‘Abd-al-Ghani, Mahir Bayyumi, Ma'n Fawzi, 
"Abd-al-Mu'ti al-Madbuli, Muhammad ‘awwad Abu-al-Khayr al-Hariri, Jawdah 
Sa'id al-Dib, Hazim Ahmad Rifa'i, Dr Jamil Hanafi, ‘Abd-al-Fartah 
Mu’min, Mahmud Murad, Musiaf= ‘Abd-al-Mun'im, ‘Atiyah Suway.im, ‘Abduh 
Jatar, Muhammad Ahmad Tubitah, Musa Na‘'ali, ‘A’iyah Najib, Furayyal 
"Atiyah Najib, ‘Abd-al-Ghani ‘Abd-al-Halim, ‘A.4 Muhammad Shushan, 
"Abd-al-Hamid Yunis, Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Halim, Muhammad ‘A*d-al-Halim, Nasr 
Kamil, Muhammad Basyuni, Dr Iema'il Murad, Muhammad ‘Awwad Shafiq 
"Abd-al-Majid, Ahnad Majid, Sa’id ‘Arif, Ahmad Kamal, Ahmad Fahia, Huda 
Tawfiq, Ibrahim Badrawi, Faruq Thabit, Rif‘at al-Sa'id, Nabil al-Hilali, 
Zaki Murad, Abu-al-'Izz al-Hariri, ‘Aryan Nasif, Husayn ‘Abd-al-Raziq, 
Faridah al-Naqqash, ‘Abdallah al-Zughbi, Muhammad al-Jindi, Majid al-Savi, 
Husivyn ‘Abdrahbah. 


9468 
CSO: 4802 








EGYPT 


OPPOSITION PUBLICATION GOES UNDERGROUND 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 2 Sep 79 p 11 
[Article: "AL-AHALI and AL-TAQADDUM"] 


[Text] The newspaper AL~AHALI, which is the spokesman for the National 
Unionist Grouping Party, used to express the attitude of the masses in 
opposition, but since it was shut down, by order of the authorities, the 
Egyptians have been prevented irom hearing any voice of opposition. 

The circulation of this papz< was 150,000 copies, and its circulation 
could have been brought up to about 1 million, if it had only had 
available the material resources. The party used to collect contribu- 
tions in order to publish it and was not able to cover its expenses, 
especially when it would be printed and confiscated in the printing plant. 
Eight issues, in a row, were confiscated. And the party headquarters 
was raided six times. 


After AL-AHALI was shut down, the party members resorted to putting out a 
publication called AL-TAQADDUM, which was printed on a stenci! machine 

and distributed in various areas of Cairo and the provinces. The authori- 
ties raided the printing location more than once and destroyed the stencil 
machine. Each time the members would buy another stencil machine and 
continue printing. 


When they were not able to continue buying these stencil machines which 
the authorities would confiscate and destroy--and they are costly--they 
resorted to the primitive method of using glass plates and chemicals 

in order to print AL-TAQADDUM. These materials also get confiscated 
and destroyed, but they do not cost so much! 
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EGYPT 


JOURNALISTS STATE VIEWS ON PRESS FREEDOM, OWNERSHIP, ORGANIZATION 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic 23 Jul, 6 Aug, 13 Aug, 27 Aug, 3 Sep 79 


[interviews With Number of Prominent Journalists by Fa'izabh Sa'd ard 
‘Adil Hammudah, 23 Jul 79, pp 6-9] 


[Text] The man is Ihsan ‘Abd-al-Qaddus and the topic is the power of 
the press, the Fourth Zstate. 


In the Past 


Nearly 20 years ago, Ihsan ‘Abd-al-Qaddus solved for the ruling regime 

a riddie .hat had kept this regime sleepless and for which it had not 
been able to find a solution--namely, the riddle of how to deal with the 
press in the age of nationalization and of the supremacy of the public 
sector. Ihsan ‘Abd-al-Qaddus demanded «n the pages of RODE AL-YUSUF 
that the press be organized within the framework of the Netional Union, 
the then ruling party, in its capacity as one of the instiuments of 
cammunicating with, guiding and educa’ing the public opinion and on the 
basis that all the means of communicetion with the public opinion are 
the instruments of the National Unica, the ruling party. 


A few days ago, Ihsan ‘Abd-al-Qaddus admitted to us, in a rare and 
interesting interview on the press and the journalists conducted on 

the occasion of the enthusiastic ongoing discussion concerning the 

Fourth Estate, that he strongly regretted this opinion a few months after 
it had been adopted officially and had been transformed into a law on 

the "personal" orders of Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir. He said: "I began to 
suffer extremely from my opinion and my call as a result of a probability 
that I had not taken into consideration, namely that the editors of 

ROSE AL-YUSUF turned from the sons of ROSE AL-YUSUF into government 
employees." When we told him that the schools of journalism have turned 
nowadays into something like the schools of trouble makers where 

students and teachers exchange their seats, he laughed and said: "ROSE 
AL-YUSUF: had been a single family. Mrs Rose al-Yusuf had been 

running it [magazine] not as a business owner but as a family head. 

She used to carry ROSE AL-YUSUF's budget in her handbag.” But the 

















current situation of the press has been prevailing throughout the 
Egyptian press since the issuance of the Nationalization Decree which 

I had advocated. The journalist has become a “government” employee 
who writes while carrying in his pocket an insurance policy against 
poverty, illness and old age. The journalist has become married to the 
government and it is no longer his right to even desire marital 
infidelity. 


Most of what is now written in our press is not much different fram what 
is written in “housekeeping” books, or do you have a different opinion? 


[Answer] The journalist has truly become a goverment employee. In 
the past, a journalist used to move fram one newspaper to another. 
What I mean is that if I wrote an article and AL-MISRI refused to 
publish it, I could publish it in AL-BALAGH or in ROSE AL-YUSUF. 
Presently, if the parer in which I work refuses to publish my article, 
I will not find another paper to publish it because I am employed by 
one paper and because all the papers are controlled by one owner, 
namely the government. In the past, prominent writers and journalists 
used to work for ROSE AL-YUSUF for a monthly salary of 15 pounds 
whereas they now earn maximum wages. Anybody who writes on the issue 
of press ownership and the possiblitiy that the papers may become 
again individually owned. Those writers refused termination of the 
state ownership. 


There is something fundamental here, namely to get the wages without 
doing any work. They say: Brother, are you paying any thing from 
your pocket? It is government money! The journalist does no work 
and still gets his calary, his allowances and his incentive pay, and 
even incentive rewards. About 60 percent of all the workers and the 
editors get all their dues without doing any work. 


In ROSE AL-YUSUF, a journalist who did not work got no money. A sum of 
25 piasters used to be paid for a news report and a sum of 3 pounds for 
an article. Those who did not work went their own way, looking for 
another vocation. A journalist continued to work on a piecemeal basis 
until the magazine acknowledged his work and appointed him [on a 
regular basis]. Ihsan tries to re-light his extinguished long "cigar" 
but his enthusiasm for the subject makes him do away with the black 
emoke of the cigar. "Nowadays, all the papers lose money. If the 
state lifts its subsidy for them, these papers may perhaps close down. 
The revenues that the press establishments get are earned from other 
projects that have nothing to do with the press." 


The picture that Ihsan draws for the press and the journalists seems 
to be a gloomy picture that does not please him. 


[Question] Mr Ihsan, didn't you expect us to reach this state when you 
were advocating nationalization? 





[imswer] I called for nationalization because the press was suffering 
from the problems of censorship when it was free. Freedom of the 

press was just an apeparance. Nationalization was the general condition 
of affairs in the state. 


The press was the only activity remaining outside this general state of 
affairs just to maintain its freedam which was an outwardly and 
superficial freedom. 


The facts showed that the press was under the control of cnesoarship. 

As long es the state is nationalized within a framework seeking socialism, 
then why shouldn't the press enter the framework of the state 

socialism? 


I proposed tnat the ruling party take charge of running the press and 
the law was issued. This law was tantamount to four lines of an 
article I had published in ROSE AL-YUSUF. 


Dr 'Abd-al-Qadir Hatim ['Abd-al-Nasir's minister of information at the 
time] called me by telephone and thanked me, saying: "'‘Abd-al-Nasir 

has adopted your opinion.” I was the only paper owner appointed 
chairman of the board of directors of his paper. Mustafa Amin protested 
afterwards and he was treated similarly. 


ROSE AL-YUSUF's archives of the time say that Ihsan ‘Abd-al-Qaddus 

was also the first paper owner to call for the cooperative ownership 
of a paper by its editors and workers. Under the title of "The 
Medman," Ihsan wrote an article discussing ip detail his idea which 
preceded by 19 years what is being nowadays said about the ownership of 
pepers by their workers. Ihsan said: 


"ROSE AL-YUSUF has always been the podium of socialism. Those who call 
for socialism in ROSE AL-YUSUF are its owners, not only its editors. 
Therefore, I have submitted to the board of directors a plan to 
transfer the paper's ownership fran a joint-liability company into a 
cooperative press and publication company. For this to be achieved, 
the editors and the workers can buy tht establishment from its owners 
at capital price which is to be paid from the profits and in long-term 
installments. The capital is to be divided into shares distributed 

to the editors and the workers in ratio to the work they perform. A 
monthly sum is to be allocated in the budget for the payment of 
salaries and wages. However, these salaries and wages are to be 
counted as a part of each wocker's share of the profits. In case an 
editor, a worker or an employee resigns, his shares are to revert to 
the establishment automatically and the resigning individual shall be 
paid the value of his shares, provided that this value does not exceed 
the value of the indemnity to which he is entitled. The shareholders 
have no right to dispose of their shares by sale. 
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"A share is not actually considered the property of its owner but the 
property of his work or the payment in return for his work.” The 
plan was submitted to the board of directors and was turned down. I, 
the capital representative, was the one who submitted the plan and 
those who rejected it were Fathi Ghanim, Kamal ‘Azab, Abu-al-‘Aynayn 
and Jamal Kamil, the representatives of the toiling class. The 
members of the esteemed board of directors looked at me witi. pitying 
eyes, smacked their lips and issued their decision to give me a long 
vecation. Fathi Ghanim whisperei in my ear: There is a good doctor 
in Switzerland, a psychologist! 


ROSE AL-YUSUF's archives of those days record Ihsan ‘Abd-al-Qaddus's 
opinion of the press of those days--an opinion that Ihsan developed 
through his observation of the position of the press toward Mahmud Amin, 
the famous henchman: "What the press has done insofar as henchman 
Mahmud Amin is concerned is that it has gathered for him the crowds, 
exactly as the advertisements for new films do, so that he may 
display himself to these masses. Be confident that the henchman would 
not have gone so far «:d would not have been so daring and courageous 
had he not found the crowis looking up to him. He would have been a 
failure of a film. I wonder, how many youths are thinking of 
becoming henchmen, provided that the press publish their memoirs?" 





It seems to whoever reads this opinion and keeps up with what our 
papers publish every morning and with what is happening in the lobbies 
of these papers that the Egyptian press has lost its merits and 
preserved its flaws! 


Today 


The most novel and surprising description of the Egyptian press is 
the one that Ihsan ‘Abd-al-Qaddus published nearly 2 weeks ago. He 
did not describe the press as her majesty or as the Fourth Estate, 
the constitutional description being proposed by the government. He 
described the press as the plate of broad beans puree [ful mudammas] 
with which we nourish our minds every morning. 


It is our right to make sure that the beafs are cooked on a low fire 
and that the oil and the salt that give the beans their good taste are 
pure for fear that our minds may suffer from indigestion, constipation 
or diarrhea and may become the victim of the plate of beans with which 
we nourish them, i.e. the victims of the press. Novel as it may be, 
the description is interesting and one that carries the dialogue 

with the man who has come up with this description from the past to 
the present. 


[Question] How does Ihsan 'Abd-al-Qaddus view the freedom of the and 
purity of the plate of beans? 
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[Answer] The freedom of the press is a readable freedom. If freedom 
is not read in the papers, then the press is shackled. 


[Question] (Absolutely, the next question had to be) What is the 
freedom of the press? 


[Answer] The freedom of the press is its freedom to reflect the man-in- 
the-street and to say what he says. It is a common language between 

the man-in-the-street and the press. Fundam uctally, the freedom of 

the press is the meeting between the press ard the man-in-the-street. 
What the press discusses is what the man-in-che-street says. If 

you read our papers, you find that they do not say what the man-in- 
the-street says. Therefore, the freedom of our press is shackled. 
Because people are different and their views are divergent, this 
difference and this divergence must be reflected in the papers. 


[Question] You mean what we call the other opinion or other opinions? 


[Answer] Exactly. Moreover, the freedom of the press consists 
fundamentally of intellectual battles. If you do not read intellectual 
battles in politics, in literature, in art, in industry and in economy, 
then this means that there is no freedom. There are no intellectual, 
cultural or art battles in our life, except for the battle between 
Wardah and Fa’izah Ahmad [both popular singers]. 


(He goes on to say) Despite all this, the Egyptian press has greater 
freedom than the Arab press. In all the Arab countries, the state 
controls the press. Lebanon, whose press was described as free, 
imposed censorship on this press which has deserted it and emigrated. 
The same applies to Kuwait. The most surprising phenomenon in the Arab 
press is that it exercises its freedom to express its opinion in other 
states, but not in its state, within the confines of the official 
policy of its government. If you want to know Iraq's news, read 
Kuvait's papers and if you want to know the news of Iraq and Syria, 
read the Egyptian papers and so forth. If we ask about the reason, we 
will definitely return to the point with which the dialogue started, 
namely the government. When the papers were owned by individuals, they 
were actually under the control of their owners—-the control of the 
capital and of its special views and opinions. 


The capital owners had different and divergent views and the expression 
of those views through the papers they owned created an atmosphere of 
multiplicity of opinions. 


When the press was nationalized, its ownership was controlled by one 
proprietor, namely the government, and this press came to reflect the 
opinion of this owner alone. The government became the chief editor 
determining the paper's policy and positions. In fact, there are no 
chief editors in our press at present--I hope this opinion will not 
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anger them--becaus« chief editorship means that a chief editor is 
completely independent. 


The fact is that the chief editors are the editorial sec’ etaries of 
the press owner, the state. The difference between *iem is a 
difference in the technical level of implementation or a difference 
in performance. Private ownership creates ea multiplicity of capital 
and multiplicity of capital creates divergence of opinions and of 
inclinations. ROSE AL-YUSUF was privately owned and its opinions 
were revolutionary. It was the driving force that created the 23 July 
revolution. The multiplicity of press capital does not mean that the 
press will reflect one opinion. This brings us back to the 
fundamental point, namely that the press is currently owned ty the 
state. We must admit this fact. As long as the press is owned by 
the state, then it is in the service of the state and must si. mit to 
the control of the state. 


Speaking of the pre-revolution and post-revolution eras, of private 
ownership and of state control, it is to be noted that Ihsan ‘Abd-al-—Qaddus 
wes jailv«d three times before the revolution on account of the press, 

that he wis released nine times on bail, that he was interrogated 22 

times and that he was subjected to three assassination attempts: Once 

for exposing the damaged arms deal, once for attacking al-Wafd [Party] 
because of its stance on the 4 February incident and a third time when 
Faruq tried, after he had been dethroned, to kill him in Cannes, 

France. After the revolution, Ihsan was also exposed to assassination 
attempts more than once. 


Tomorrow 


The government believes that the press is in a position that does not 
suit it and the press believes the same thing. This is perhaps the 
first time in which the government and the press see eye to eye without 


argument. 


But this agreement quickly leads to disagreement when each side presents 
its view on development and on the future. The government believes 

that changing the press's system and structure is the government's 
responsibility whereas the press believes that it is the press's 
responsibility. 


The disagreement still rages among all the parties concerned on the 
issue of the Fourth Estate and of the Higher Press Council. It is the 
topic of the day that determines the picture of the future. 

[Question] What is you opinion, Mr Ihsan? 


[Answer] Placing the press in the position of the Fourth Estate means 
putting it within the general framework of the state authorities. It 
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eans that the press will become one of the state authorities whereas 
the press should not be controlled by the state. 


As for the Higher Press Council, if it is formed on the basis of 
including non-journalistic elements, then this would mean lack of 
confidence in the journalists, disdaining their values and putting 
them under censorship even in their Higher Council. Why should the 
Higher Council include feputies, judges and a representative of 
al-Azhar? 


Are the journalists ath .sts that we should include al-Azhar in their 
council? Do they need somebody to guide and enlighten them politically 
that we may tr'ug them deputies from the parliament? The Higher 
Council should only include journalists. If we need same executive 
officials, then it is possible [to include them] if they are important 
for solving the press problems. But such officials should have no 
power over the council. Their help may be sought when pecessary. They 
[government] want a higher press council similar to that of the judiciary. 
But the judiciary are government employees. It is true that the 
Judiciary have their independence and sanctity in their sentences 

but they are civil servants and they are still subject to all the 
considerations of government service. 


There was a higher press council earlier and I was a member of this 
council. What did this council do? The old ccancil did nothing and 
discussed none of the press affairs. It did not discuss the problems 
of the profession and it did not discuss the issue of journalist 
transfer and appointment. i1t discursed trivial matters that had 
nothing to do with the press. I fear that the new council will have 
the same fate as the old councii. 


The situation is supposed to be different because a basic and fundamental 
element in the issue has changed, namely the element of owership. 
Under the shadow of the old council, the Socialist Union was the owner 
of the press. Under the shadow of the new council, the Socialist 
Union will have departed and press ownership will have been divided 
among the people and the workers of the press establishments. The 
question is: How do the people own the press? There must be an 
entity that reflects the [will of] the people. This entity is the 
state. It is all a matter of organizations within the framework of the 
state. All this leads by necessity to acknowledging the fact that 

the press is owned by the state, that it serves the state and that it 
is under the control of the state. 


In any case, the government is still presenting the issue for discussion 
and for dialogue and has not yet reached a final visualization. It is 
our duty toward ourselfes and toward our profession to help the govern- 
ment reach the decision that satisfies us and satisfies the government. 





[Que tion] Do you have an alternative visualization for the future of 
the press? 


[Ansver] I do not know if Yugoslavia's experimen® in running its 
estavlishments is fit. 


[Question] What is the Yugoslav experiment? 





[Answer] All the companies, establishments and factories are state- 
owned but they are run independently without state intervention. 

If the establishments makes profits, it expands, distribvtes profits 
and does what it wants. If it loses, it borrows from banks until its 
losses reach the point where banks refuse to lend it more. The 
establishment then closes down, its workers are dismissed and they 
get their unemployment cards. Yugoslavia is the only socialist 
country that pays unemployment benefits. 


[Question] What is you opinion of having the chief editor elected to 
his position? 


[Answer] Election! There are people with a talent for elections who 
master the fundamentals of elections. I, for example, have raised the 
circulation of AKHBAR AL-YAWM to 1.5 million copies and if I run for 
election for the post of chief editor, I would fail. I don't believe 
that elections will enable us to find the right chief editor. It is 
also definite that elements that are not worthy of leading the press 
establishments will get into the boards of directors ultimately. If 
the state appoints the chief editor, then we will have achieved 
nothing. Therefore, it is inevitable that we return to the simple 
definition given to the freedom of the press, namely that it is a 
readable freedom. Our criterion for weighing any new press organization 
should be our criterion for interpreting its freedom--namely the 
criterion that states that the press should say what the people say 
and the people should talk about what the press says. If any nev 
organization or law proposed for thr press fails to underline this 
criterion, then we will be face to face with two options: 





Either the law should be changed to another one to which the criterion 
applies. 


Or people should change and turn into angels. 

Here the dialogue ended. 

Observation: It seems that Ihsan ‘Abd-al-Qaddus's strong dislike for 
giving interviews, and it is very rarely that he gives them, paralyzed 


the recorder that we placed between us and him. The tape failed to 
move a single centimeter and we found no recourse out of this critical 


15 











dilemma other than to resort to our memory which nad relaxed due to 
the presence of the recorder. But because the interviewee was Ihsaa 
and because the subject of the interview was the press our memory 
helped us with all the details ».f the dialogue, except for forget- 
fulness and error. 


[6 Aug 79, pp 12-15] 


[Text] We had no intention to publish thie interview. What is more, 
we had no intention to conduct this interview altogether. The 
dialogue started with e fleeting personal chat at ROSE AL-YUSUF 
between us and Salah Hafiz--a chat similar to the ones nowadays filling 
our newspaper establishments and concerning the press and the press 
people. The chat quickly turned into a dialogue on the crux of the 
projected issue--an issue that extends our press campaign concerning 
the Fourth Estate, the topic of the cur, into its fifth week. 


Picture and Origin 


["Adil Hammudah] The campaign adopted by ROS! AL-YUSUF concerning 

the future of the press can still stand more dialogue, especially if 
the parties to this dialogue are journalists who put their hands in 
the fire and who are concerned vith what is going oa in connection with 
themselves and with their profession primarily. 


[Salah] There is a fundamental point which, I imagine, should constitute 
the starting point for discussing the projected issue, namely the 

issue of the press. This point is the press's relationship with 

society. An axiomatic fact must be acknowledged. This fact is that 

the ownership, position and picture of the press are a mirror 

reflection of society's social conditions and political systen. 


[Fatizah] This is the secret behind the divergence of the world 
press. 


[Salah] This is true. This is why we cannot create a free economic 
system built on the laws of the market and establish a guided press at 
the same time because *he question becomes: Who will direct this 
press? The power is in the hands of capital and capital is divergent. 
Therefore, it will be impossible to direct the press in a single 
direction. If we take a socialist system whose entire economy is 
guided and whose ownership is controlled, then it is natural that the 
press in this system would be also controlled. I cannot imagine a 
free press in the liberal sense of which we, as writers, dream to 
exist under a system whose economy is planned and guided, in which the 
authority is central--a system that draws for itself targets and 
mobilizes itself to achieve these targets. Such a system and its 
single party must place in its own hands all the instruments of 
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guidance which, in cur age, are not only the press but also the radio, 
television, cinema, theater and beoks. It is natural that such a 
system vould control and direct these instruments. This is an 
indivisible part of the socialist system. It is surprising that some 
people criticize the press of the socialist countries and say that it 
is a restricted press that lacks freedom. The issue here does not lie 
in the freedom of the press nor in its direction. The issue here lies 
in the fact that all of society is directed. The sources of 
sustenance are controlled and clothing is controlled. What you eat 
and what you wear is determined for you. When the simplest thing is 
determined, we still go ahead and talk about the freedom and 
restriction of the press! 


When we say that the press in a country like the United States, or in 
the capitalist countries generally, is controlled by capital and 
dominated by rich people, the question is: is the press alone that 
suffers from this fate? The fact is that the sources of living, the 
lives and the fates of people are in the hands of industry owners 

and in the hands of the capitalists who determine the wages, prices 
and standard of living and who control elections, political power and 
the appointmetn of presidents. After all this, we come and blame 
these people for controlling the press and subjecting it to their 
interests and goals. Is this sensible? 


I get very astonished when we criticize the press of a certain society 
without examinging the picture of the society itself. When we are in 
a certain society and dream of the press of another society, then 

we are like those who dream of the impossible. 


Milk's Bird 


[*Adil] Though extremely realistic, your words put us in the sphere of 
pessimism and put the freedam of the press in a serious dilemma, with 
the government behind and capital in front of the freedom of the press. 
It is as if we are calling for prayers in Malta [where there are no 
Muslims] when we demand freedom of the press because this freedom is 
non-existent, to start with, under all systems. It is an impossible 
dream--a utopian dream of the virtuous city. According to what you 
say, the freedom of the press is like bird's milk. 


[Salah] You can say this to a degree because the power in any society 
is not controlled exclusively by any one group. This power is the 
outcome of a number of internal balances. The presence of a popular 
power sufficient to protect political struggle and free opinions will 
impose on society a press that exercises a large degree of freedan. 
This is not a case of clear-cut white or clear-cut black and it is 

not an issue that is defined conclusively. 
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For example, England is a capitalist system. But bow enormous is the 
freedom that the trade unions there enjJqy! We cansot say that the 
trade unions are the decision-maker in England but there is no doubt 
thxt they influence the decision-makers and confront them with force, 
strikes and the legitimate means of pressure at their disposal. These 
unions do actually influence the cecision-making process. This is 
some kind of a balance. The press exercises its freedaz by the same 
degree as that of the trade unicns. 


Throughout tens of years, the workers in England and the United States 
have succeeded in wrenching rights that they did not previausly enjaq, 
such as an eight-hour vorkday, pay equal to work, the right to 
vacation and unemployment benefits. These rights have been wrenched 
through the political struggle between the workers and the business 
owners. The press is like the unions. It has gradually vrernched 
rights that have became a lat and a traditiaqn that protect the press. 


So there is a freedom of the press. 


There are varying degrees of freedom of the press in different societies. 
The press will find the greatest freedom where you find that the 

working classes have succeeded ir wrenching reasonaltie unionist and 
political rights in society. 


[Pa'izah] The freedam of the press is, consequently, a part of the 
freedom of the unions, the freedom of scientific research and the 
freedam of man generally. We must not imagine that the freedom of the 
press exists independently in a saiety that freezes the other 
fundamental liberties. 


[Salah] Exactly. The freedom of the press in the United States is 
great because you find the greatest degree of labor influence there. 
At the same time, this freedom is subjected to attempts to maneuver 
and outflank it. Such and euch a company tries to buy the leader of 
this or that trade union @ finds that the government has beaten it to 
buying him. The sare thing happens to the press and the journalists 
in England. 


last year, the rallying call of the conservativos was the call to 
curtain the domination of the trade unions. At this stage, you find 
that the British press is free to a large degree. This press imposes 
its freedom through legal gains imposed by the lav. Any individual 

in England can publish a paper without having to get a permission. 
Even if such a newspaper consists of a single typewritten sheet and if 
its circulation does not exceed three copies, the individual can print 
and distribute it without being expose: to the charge of distributing 
publications [illegally]. 
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It is your right to express yourself and to write. These are 
wrenched rights that did not exist before. 


Scrap and Potatoes 


[Pa'izah] But what we published in the previous edition aboui the 
Rritish, U.S. and French press, quoting its owners, affirms that the 
picture you are describing is an old picture and that the new owners 
of the press are intrude:* on the profession. They are scrap metal 
and potato merchants who impose their interests on their papers and 
consider their ownership of th.se papers a matter cf social prestige 
solely. 


[Salah] This is something that does not greatly influence the iswe 
of the press from the angle from which we are viewing this issue. 
What you are talking about emanates fran the fact that the press has 
become a huge industry tha. requires capital and that experiences 

the crises of the other industries. What I mean is the introtuction 
of the computer into printing, as well as to all the other irdustries. 
The computer has been introduced, has made a large mumber of woraers 
dispensable and has caused them to be unemployed. This is not the 
crisis of the TIMES alone. The paper mills in the eastern United States 
closed down last year because of the same disagreement between 
management and workers. The workers refused [the computerized systen] 
and the world fell into a paper crisis from which ve are still 
suffering. These are the crises of the capitalist system and they 

do affect the press as an industry and as a capital, but not as a 
podium. 





[Ma’izeah)] What makes things worse is the domination of the profession 
by the nouveau riche. 


[Salah] People with nothing to do with the press, such as scrap metal 
and junk merchants, are buying newspapers. This also has nothing to 
do with the freedam of the press because the owner wili not write and 
will only collect the profits. This phenanencmn exists in all the 
industries of the world. Those who purchase the Coca Cola plants 
have nothing to do with chemistry and those buying the shares of 
textile plants are neither engineers nor weavers. These days, the old 
capitalist who used to be an expert ‘n a certain profession ao industry 
has disappeared. Th's type no longer exists. The companies have 
become independent entities managed by technocrats. The owner has 
nothing to do with management! 


["Adil]) This may be acceptable as far as Coca Cola is concerned but it 
is not acceptable in the press. 
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[Salah] Is this anything new? It has been in existence for a lifetime. 
A paper wer car change a chief edita@ he does not like and the paper 
then procecus as he likes. But vhen we speak of the frwedam of the 
press, we do so from our angle as journalists and vriters. 


[*Adil] How? 


[Salah] If the paper owner doesn't want me to write om a certain issue, 
I will leave his pa>er altogether end work for ancther paper that vould 
permit me to write on the issue. i can even start my own paper, even 
iv it consists of a single sheet. 


This is not possible in Egypt because the sole owner is the Socialist 
Union. It tells you: This subject will sot be published, which means 
“hat the subject will not be published because the writer does not 
know where to publish it and because he “as no right to publish his 


own paper. 
What is the United Press? 


It is a group of journalists vho have gotten together and refused the 
control of capital. They have created their own vire service with 
their own effurts and have imposed their presence. Ultimately, the 
papers have come to publish the reports that they get from these 
journalists. 


So, in the face of the capability of the capitalist controlling the 
press there is the ability of the journalist and the writer to refuse. 
Ultimately, the reader does not read the owner but what the journalist 
writes. 


Every veapon has a counter-weapon. 


["Adil] Even in the socialist ce ntries there is a counter-weapon for 
every weapon? 


[Salah] In the socialist countries, where the press is completely 
ovned by t.+ state and controlled by the party, there is a counter- 
weapo.. consisting of the fact that the editor is a party member and 
has a committee in which he can fight, influence the decision and 


change it. 
The path is not closed in the face of the freedom of the press. 


The struggle between the Journalists and the owner, be he the capital 
or the government, is eternal and everlasting and it will not scare 


us. 

















Advancing Backward 


["Adil] If we return to the Egyptian press we find a certain 
phenomenon that scares us, namely the phenamenon of advancing backward. 
Before the revolution, the dream was for nationalization of the press 
and stability for the journalist. After the revolution and the 
nationalization, the dream became that of returning to private owner- 
ship. Our progress at present is built on returning 30 years 

backward as if these years have not passed and as if we have not 

lived them! 





[Salah] The pre-revolution press was a true reflection of the pre- 
revolution society. The pre-revolution society was tantamount to a 
national movernent seeking to get rid of occupation. It had leaderships 
that succeeded in realizing same gairs at times and in suffering blows 
at others. Our press attacked the king and the British at times and 
was seized and closed dow at others. There were comic papers for 
drugged people, art papers and horse race papers. There was a press 
that reflected society in its [word illegible] and its diversity. 

The paper owner was definitely the man in control. But a chief editor 
who did not agree with an owner could leave his paper and go to 
another owner who agreed with him in opinion. 


[Fa'izah] Even this right has not been available for the journalist 
since the nationalization. 


[Salah] The fact is that something fundamental happened as a result 

of the nationalization. The papers were nationalized and the newspaper 
establishments were dealt with as a part of the government system at 

the time. They were dealt with bureacractically and got infected with 
all the ailments of the bureacratic apparatus: Civil servants 
collecting salaries and doing no work, the attainment of high positions 
through [social] climbing, through back stabbing and through underlining 
loyalty to the ruling authority at the time and through casting doubts 
on the loyalty of others. The press atmosphere was consequently 

ruined. It is regrettable that the revolution that rescued the 

peasant from feudalism and the worker from his fear for his source of 
living played in the press the role of corrupting the general 

atmosphere of the journalists and corrupting the intellectuals 

generally with the theory of the trustworthy and experienced people, 
with using the sword and gold of al-Mu'izz [reference to crafty 

Fatimide caliph in Egypt] which was used to destroy and jail me and 

then go to another journalist to give him the option of going to jail 

or taking the [vacant] seat. There were those who were enthusiastic 

for the seat while I was in my jail. Thus, a vendetta developed between 
me and another journalist. In the space of few years of the government's 
handling of the press affairs in this manner, there wasn't in Egypt 

a single intellectual or a single journalist who did not bear in his 
heart a very strong vendetta toward others. 
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["Adil] This is a civil war within and against the press. 


[Salah] The journalists and the intellectuals lost the spirit of 
comradeship and the spirit of clinging to a minimum degree of the 
values that bind us to each other. There came a time when the journalist 
entered prison and his union immediately disavowed him instead of 
defending him and advancing financial aid to his family, as the case 
had been earlier. Instead of doing this, the union hastened to 

declare that such a detainee was no journalist. There came a time 
when the head of a press establishment would dump tens of journalists 
on Bate [shoe company], meat establishment and shoe companies while 
the journalists union failed to deter, punish or even warn such a 

man. Why? Because such a mar. relied on the strength of the government 
and became one of the govermsent's officers. 


There are many people who criticize the entry of some officers into the 
press even though such eo entry is natural, considering that the press 
is a profession in which people from various walks of life work. How- 
ever, we have not heard anybody criticizing the transformation of 
journalists into officers. 





This atmosphere which corrupted the press is what made the nationalization 
turn gradually into a burden to the press and to the journalists and 

is what made possible advancement in the press establishments through 
non-journalisitic means. The last thing that could make you advance in 
the press corps was your work as a journalist. The new generation 

that grew up in those days has also been corrupted, especially since 

the previous generation defined the press as the profession of the 
helpless, of the people with messages, of those seeking trouble and of 
ascetics. Journalism was the profession that did not sustain the 
journalist. 


After the revolution—in fact, after the emergence of AKHBAR AL-YAWM-- 
the view toward the journalists, their wages, their standard and their 
social status changed. The journalists turned into stars and journalism 
became the aspiration of many. Elements dreaming of priviliges and 
stardom but not possessing the keys to journalism entered the press. 


This generation entered the press when the revolution was about to 
complete its corruption. The first lesson a newcomer learned a month 
or two after joining his newspaper was that his journalistic future 
depended on activities he carried out outside his paper, such as 
affiliation with an officer, stabbing others in the back, establishing 
friendships with officials and reports [informing on others]. In 2 or 3 
years, such a path led the newcomer to the post of chief editor 
whereas 15, or at least 10, years are needed for him to reach such a 
position naturally. These are the flaws that have turned the 
nationalization from a solution for the press problems into a 
catastrophe for the press. 
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Frankly, I believe that nationalization is the natural solution for a 
socialist country with its single party and its totally nationalized 
industry. But in a country where there is a private sector and 
numerous parties, I cannot understand how the press can continue to 
be nationalized because we will be then facing a press that does not 
suit its society. 


Al-Shawaribi [al-Shawaribi Is Street in Central Cairo known for Its 
Expensive and Exclusive Shops]. 


[Ya'izah] Do you support return of the press to private owmership? 


[Salah] I cannot imagine that I be allowed to ow a textile factory 

and not a paper because the textile factory is power in the hands of 

its ower and I must also have power in my hands to confront it--a paper 
that I can publish and through which I can answer the textile plant 
owner. 


[*Adil] But those who will have the opportunity to purchase the papers 
will be the merchants of al-Shawaribi and of Wikalat al-Balah, i.e. 

the textile merchant you are talking about and the one whose influence 
you want to counter with influence of your om. Frankly, we will be 
facing an alternative that is worse than the government. 


Salah] But the small paper which does not require a lot of money and 
which I personally write will have this influence, If all the papers 
that are in the hands of the big capitalist monopolies fail to reflect 
the people, then this small paper of mine which does reflect the 
people will grow and have a bigger circulation. 


The issue is that if you give one individual a weapon, then give the 
others the same weapon. 


[hu'izah}] You are talking about new papers. What is your opinion of 
the existing papers, i.e. the national papers. What should we do 
with them now that their owner, the Socialist Union, has died? 


[Salah] I would like to make a distinction between the problem of the 
current papers of the Socialist Unicon and the issue of the Egyptian 
press generally. The problem of all the Egyptian papers at present 

is a problem of proving their lineage. They are papers that had 
belonged to private owners and that were then taken by the Socialist 
Union. The Socialist Union has been dismantled and these papers are 
now orphans. They don't know what to do with these orphans or where 
to take them. It is like the problem of a man who has a corpse and 
does not know how to get rid of it. 


What is happening to our papers presently is a special case. It is 
the case of a society whose press does not suit its new system. It is 








a liberal society of open-door policies and of numerous parties that 
still fails to permit individual and private owership of its papers. 
The government wants to maintain its ability for general guidance. 
This causes the government to fall into a contradiction: The 
contradiction between the system that the society has accepted and 
the system that the government wants for the press. 


[Fa'izah] And the solution? 


[Salah] The suitable solution is cooperative owmership. Our papers 
should turn into cooperative associations to which the government 
should advance a subsidy similar to that which it provides for bread 
and for the parties so that the paper may reach the consumer at 4 
reasonable pricé. This subsidy should not be tied to any conditions, 
even though the state may have the right to acquire a degree of 
partnership [sic] equal to its subsidy and its aid. 


[Adil] But who is the madman who will throw his money into the shares 
of losing establishments that need long years to make a profit and to 
give him a return? 


[Salah] There is no need for outside subscription. The capital of the 
current papers is enough. The papers can make profits and can 
embark on numerous publication projects. 


[Fa'izah] The freedom of expression will create readership that 
guarantees a suitable and high circulation that yields financial 
profits which enable the paper to continue in a better manner. 


[Salah] The cooperative solution is the best format for a society that 
is neither completely capitalist nor completely socialist. Ina 
profession with many sides involved, there is nothing that would 
succeed with it better than the cooperative solution which has 
succeeded with the furniture industry that also has many sides and many 
considerations involved. Fortunately, this solution provides the 
greatest degree possible of freedom of expression. 


['Adil] But ownership is not the only problem facing our national 
press. 


[Salah] Our press is suffering fram two crises to which attention rust 
be paid: Its crisis as an industry and its crisis as a podium and a 
message. The first is to be blamed on the government which has not 
given the papers the opportunity to develop their printing presses. 

We got to a freeze around the 1960's. The partial development that has 
taken place in some papers has been more like an appendix and not 

the result of development in the method of work. We have fallen behind 
the technological and mechanical development whereas the smallest 

paper in Abu Dhabi or Qatar prints in offset and color, receives radio 
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photographs and is 100 percent happy, even though these are papers that 
nobody reads and that influence nobody. 


If the Egyptian press has any influence in the Arab countries, it is 
due primarily to pen and paper and not to any other professional 
extras. 


The problem of the Egyptian press as a podium and a message is the 
problem of its freedom and the problem of its direction. The direction 
has not been political but bureaucratic, i.e. instructions from a civil 
servant who accepts no reasoning and who understands neither politics 
nor the press. 


Society's Conscience 


["Adil] There is an important issue in the dialogue that we are 
ignoring, namely the union that you have proposed become a higher press 
council. Frankly, the union has done nothing for the journalists and 
it is nothing more than a bad cafeteria. 


[Salah] My view is that any press authority comes from us. If we 

are bad, then our profession turns bad and our future will be bad. The 
union, plus society's classes and the public opinion, should form a 
moral authority over the press. I want society's conscience to 
participate with us in the higher council, i.e. the union and society's 
conscience from all the classes. This will give us an ideal situation. 
The imposition of a moral authority will make us more restrained and 
more accurate in what we write. This is an authority that is more 
potent than the power to jail. A verdict of guilty by the Ministry 

of Interior does not bother me, it even makes me a hero, because the 
Ministry of Interior is not society's conscience. 


This situation will protect us because if the opinion of the press 
disagrees with that of the government, the council which represents 
society wil! be with us and will protect us. This is, in my opinion, 
the Fourth Estate. 


The journalist must be given two things: An immunity compatible with 
work. This is not an immunity similar to that of the People's Assembly 
members but an immunity that gives his union the right to arrest him 
and an immunity that gives him protection in the campaigns he conducts 
and in which he confronts the interests of influential forces that can 
destroy him. It is also an immunity that gives the journalist the 
right to familiarize himse]f with documents, reports and statements 

and the right to ask the source and to refer to it instead of having 
the messenger and the bellboy as his source and instead of the ridiculous 
denial that urges the journalist to re-check his source and to verify 
his information before publication, keeping in mind that the source 
refuses to meet the journalist and that the actual information is not 
made available at all. 
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["Adil] Wouldn't this affect journalistic competition? 


[Salah] What has happened, ‘Adil. Has journalistic competition become 
a goal in itself? Is it a tournament? Moreover, competition outside 
such government reports is abundant and more so is the disagreement in 
approaching the available information. 


[Fa'izah] This is enough. Thank you, Mr Salah. 


{["Adil] Especially since we have an appointment with another source 
to discuss the same issue. Thank you, Mr Salah. 


[Salah] Don't mention it. 


[13 Aug 79, pp 10-14] 
[Text] Hafiz Mahmud: The senior journalists. 
Hafiz Mahmud: Press card No l. 


Hafiz Mahmud: Forgotten unionist memories that nobody else knows and 
that deserve to be recorded. 


Hafiz Mahmud: An ability to visualize the future of the press and 
of the journalists--an ability that deserves attention. 


Hafiz Mahmud: A history that we do not interrupt. 
Listen to Senior Journalists: 


The Journalists Union was founded on 31 March 1941. I entered the 
first union council as representative of trainee journalists. A 
decree was issued to form the council and the elections were held at 
the end of the year. I was the first secretary in the union's history. 
I was also a council member for 26 consecutive years, 10 of them as 
deputy chairman of the council. I was elected union chairman in 1964 
and was re-elected for three terms. The law does not permit a fourth 
term. But this was not the cause of my leaving the council, not at 
all. The centers of power issued a decree dissolving the council in 
the middle of March 1967. I thanked God because this was followed by 
the setback [1967 defeat in war]. What is surprising is that they 
expelled me for a reason that was almost one of the causes of the 
setback. I issued an invitation to the Arab journalists conference 
whose agenda consisted of a single point, namely Arab oil. The Arab 
press delegations arrived and the conference's topics of discussion 
were prepared. Fathi al-Dib, the Socialist Union's Arab Affairs 
secretary, felt that we were ignoring him. With his influence, he 
urged all the information media to boycott the conference. To fece 
this scandal, I found no recourse but to contact ‘Abd-al-Nasir 
personally only to hear him say: 
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They say that this conference is nonsense and that nobody has responded 
to your invitation. This is the scandal. 


Sir, the delegations are at the hotels and you can make sure of this 
yourself. 


*Abd-al-Nasir dispatched Haykal to verify the presence of the Arab 
delegations and Haykal returned to tell him: Hafiz is right. 


‘;bd-al-Nasir then told me: The television will photograph [will carry 
live] the opening session and if I find that it is important, I will 
attend the conference. 


After seeing the session on television, ‘Abd-al-Nasir told me on the 
phone: 


I will attend the final session and I have given my instructions that 
this session be held at the Central Committee hall. 


"Abd-al-Nasir, and along with him Iraqi President ‘Abd-al-Salam ‘Arif, 
came. Salah al-Shahid, the chief master of ceremonies, asked me in the 
presence of ‘Ali Sabri and others to present the delegations members 
to the president and to his guest. This angered them [Sabri and 
colleagues]. They left in a state of extreme rage and retired to their 
homes. There were nearly 14 leaders of them, beginning with ‘Ali Sabri 
and ending with Fathi al-Dib. ‘Abd-al-Nasir tried to appease them, 
but to no avail. Their only condition for returning was the expulsion 
of Hafiz Mahmud and his council, i.e. our expulsion. 


Muhammad Fa'‘iq, the minister of guidance and the minister concerned, 
notified me of the decision. I asked that the decision be delayed 
until the conference ends and the delegations leave. This was done. 
However, I did not submit to the decision and called for a general 
acsembly and re-nominated myself and my council. At 0500 on the 
convocation day, i.e. 5 hours before the legal time, the assembly met 
and wc got more votes. The journalists’ morale was high and very 
strong. The journalists felt that there was a plot against the union 
and they confronted this plot. Colleague Husayn Fahmi, the session 
chairman, failed to dismiss the members. He started to procrastinate 
so that they may leave and they countered him with a violent 
demonstration. They brought Aminah al-Sa'id in the middle of the night 
and ordered her to nominate herself. She ultimately won. ‘Abd-al-Nasir 
did not interfere personally. He used to get the various forces 
prepared to fight with each other. A man from ‘Abd-al-Nasir's side 
came to me and told me: Attack the communists. I later found that 

he had told them the same thing: Attack Hafiz! 


Earlier, in 1965, he ['Abd-al-Nasir] was in Aswan and te general 
assembly was in session to elect a council and a chairmen, ‘Abd-al-Nasir 














contacted me by radio from Aswan to reassure himself about my success 
in the elections. He contacted me more than once. Months later, I 
read in the confidential minutes of a Central Committee session a 
censure from 'Abd-al-Nasir to ‘Ali Sabri: Why did you let him win 
tne elections? 


I was stunned and almost lost my senses. 


But what regained for all of us our esteem was the morale and stcad- 
fastness of the journalists. The truth is that this morale was part of 
the impetus of the past and of the previous positions of the union 

and of the journalists. In the past, in 1951, we held a general 
assembly against the king and decided that none of the papers would 

be published on 20 June 1951 in protest of the laws that the king 
intended to impose against the press. Even though Karim Thabit, the 
king's press adviser, contacted me and notified me that the laws had 
been withdrawn, we refused to back down on our decision. I refused 
and the union refused. We wanted to underline our position. 


What happened in the 1960's happened on the strength of the impetus of 
the past. What we see now is the result of what happened in the near 
pust during which all the wings and oars of the journalists vere 
broken. 


Listen to Senior Journalist 


In 1960, the press was organized in accordance with the nationalization 
laws and its ownership was transferred to the ruling party. 


If you read the law you will find in it nothing more than this measure. 

As to its consequences, to the status of the journalists, to the status 

of the press establishments and to the powers of the chairman of a board 
of directors, there is nothing. 


At. a meeting held a few weeks ago in the presence of Mansur Hasan, I 
asked the chairmen of the boards of directors: Can any of you tell 
me what your powers are? 


Nobody ansvered. 


What was of interest to the government at the time was to take away the 
establishments from their owners for fear that they may embark on some 
trickery. Beyond that, the people in the profession could bust. 


When I became union chairman in 1964, I drafted a press bill and three 
members of the National Assembly who were journalists, namely Mahmud 
Salimah, Muhammad al-Ghalban and Ahmad Hirik, submitted the bill to 
the assembly only to find the assembly chairmanship accusing them of 
madness because, according to that chairmanship, they touched on the 
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sacred. The bill was withdraw. What I sought, and still seek, 
through that law was to lay dow the rules for our work and for 
dealings between the reporter and his chief editor. There is no chief 
editor who has no problems with his reporters and there is no reporter 
who has no problem with the chairman of a board of directors. What 

is the picture of and what is our relationship with the publications 
law that governs the press, as it governs the printing of a "card" or 
the publication of an “advertisement on sesame-seed sweet,” and with 
the ownership of which we are supposed to control 49 percent? 


These indeterminate conditions have created an unstable situation, a 
weak union, a poor press and civil-servant journalists. 


The union's general assembly has not met for the past 12 years. The 
journalists faith in the union was shaken in the first meeting even 
though this union is a part of the profession, like the other professional 
unions such as the lawyers union, the doctors union and the engineers 
union. For example, the union is a part of the lawyer's daily work 
because his union determines his wages and his growth. The journalists 
union used to be the same until the nationalization took place and 

the problems of the press started. 


In 1966, years after the nationalization, a number of journalists vere 
expelled from their papers, especially from AL-JUMHURIYAH. Kamal al- 
Hinnawi arranged their expulsion and then became a minister. Hilmi 
Salam carried out the expulsion orders and then became chairman of the 
board of directors. When I went to ‘Ali Sabri, the Socialist Union's 
general secretary, to inquire of him about the fate of the expelled 
journalists, he said: It is the field marshal ['Amir]. What can I 
do. You drop everything on my shoulders. 


Field Marshal ‘Amir was in fact in control of most internal affairs, 
even bus traffic. But is is definite that the others had a secret role 
ir nll those decisions. 


‘Ali Sabri told me: The papers that expelled these journalists are 
undergoing a crisis and do not need them! 


I said to him: With these journalists, I am ready to publish a paper 
if you provide me with paper and with a printing press. 


I offered Sabri 19 solutions for their problem, including a solution 
that I cannot understand why we have not implemented yet. This 
solution calls for setting up press offices in every state authority or 
agency to absorb the waves of journalists who graduate every year and 
join the union. 


"Ali Sabri Said: Put what you are saying in writing. 














Moreover, there is in the law a provision that stipulates the formation 
of an arbitration committee to settle disputes and that includes a 
representative of he Socialist Union in its capacity as the owner of 


the papers. 


I told ‘Ali Sabri: Appoint somebody to represent you in the 
camittee. 


He said: Why? 
I said: The lav. 
He said: Discuss the matter with the legal adviser. 


The legal adviser suggested that I ask Anwar Salamah, the minister of 
labor, to nominate me of his men. I went to this minister and he 
told me: I cannot do anything without instructions. Bring me a 
letter fram ‘Ali Sabri. I became aware that I was at a deadend. 


Listen to Senior Journalist 


The format projected currently for reorganizing and codifying the 
press is not new. 


The phrase “the Fourth Estate” was used for the first time in the 

days of the French revolution. There was the auth rity of the nobility, 
the authority of the church and the authority of the man-in-the-street 
and then the authority of the press which was given this description 

by the people who wanted to strengthen their position vis-a-vis the 
nobility and the church. This authority is not, therefore, a 
goverment autharity but a popular authority by nature. 


After abolition of the Socialist Union, the problem of ownership 
emerged. It is a thorny problem because it is connected directly with 
society's political system. If it is not my concern to change society's 
system, then I must seek a format that suits me and suits it within 

the framework of its structure. This is why I do not agree with what 
the pramient journalists of ROSE AL-~YUSUF have said in regard to 

their rejection of all that is being discussed. We must have a suppart 
to rely on and we cannot retreat. 


At a meeting with Hasan Mansur I asked that what is being projected for 
the future of the press be discussed by a canmmittee of wise men. Let 
us forget about the popular base because no law is formulated in 
al-'Atabah al-Khadra' [a poor quarter in Cairo]. After we formate 
the initial visualization, we can refer to the popular base. 











The law that I visualize is many-sided. I visualize a law that gives 
the journalist an immunity that provides him with guarantees while 
exercising his profession. 


I visualize a law that regulates the relationship between the journalist 
and the chief editor on the ome hand and the chief edita@ and the 
govermment on the other. 


I visualize a law that makes us unafraid of the government and that 
gives the journalist power through the exercise of his profession and 
not through his relations with prominent people. 


I visualize a iaw that takes us back fram the sphere of civil servants 
to the sphere of artists and men of letters. 


Theoretical statements are sweet but what is important is the reality. 
There is no comstitution in the world that does not call for releasing 
the freedam of the press. But is there an actual freedan of the 
press: The constitutional provision is not important. As long as 
the current tendency is to reorganize the press, ve must place ali our 
pains on the government's table and must discuss them freely, as is 
happening now. Enough of the imaginary heroics. 


Listen to Senior Journalist. 


There is a famous stary in the history of journalism. A reparter came 
to the owner of the TIMES and asked him for a sum of money to write 
his article. The chief edita@ and the paper owner said to him: You 
have taken all your money. The journalist asked fa an additional sum 
and the paper owner agreed. A day later, the owner was surprised to 
find the reporter returning with the article and with the money that 
he had taken. When the owner expressed astqmishment at the reporter's 
behavior, the latter told him: I wanted to be reassured. I cannot 
imagine a writer excelling in his work while being worried about his 
future. 


Does this famous stary give ya any impression? Has it given you the 
same impression it has given me? 


Without the need for insinuations, all the laws regulating the Eeyptian 
press in its long histary have been against the journalist. They 
punish him if he makes a mistake but if the government makes a 
mistake, nobody brings it to account. Responsibility in any lav 
should include all the parties concerned. The presence of a higher 
press council is necessary because such a council is present in the 
most deep-rooted demccratic country, Britain. 


Whet is important is the structure and the powers of this council. 








I demand that it camsist of journalists only and be formed by electian. 


I cannot imagine what is being said about transferring the union's 
disciplinary powers to this council. They say: The union's council 
does not bring to account those who deviate fram the rules of the 
profession and fran the ma@val, social and political rules because 

the council members view the elections as the most impartant 
consideration that they take into their account. Transferring 
disciplinary powers fran the union is illegal and unconstitutional 
because the primary task of all the unions of the world is their 
constitution [al-jadwal]. This constitution is the basis of any union 
and on it depends all its work and all the rights of its members. If 
disciplinary powers are transferred to the higher council, the 
constitution will be destroyed and its destruction means the 
destruction of the union. This is unconstitutiamal. 


In all unions, registration [al-qayd] and discipline are in the hands 
of one committee. If we want to establish a balance, we restore to 
the registration committee the judge who was present in it before the 
slogan “the union is the master of its constitution” was raised. The 
presence of this judge is a balance for protecting the journalists and 
reassuring the government. 


The jurisdictions of the higher council are very many because the 
council will be the representative of the ownership and the owner of 
the establishments and because it vill have to solve all the problems 
of the establishments and of the profession, and not discipline. 


The issue is easy and is solved verbally: A higher press council that 
takes care of the press affairs and a journalists union concerned vith 
the journalists’ affairs. The council should be for the profession 
and the union for its members. 


Listen to Senior Journalist 


Giving the individuals the right to issue papers is a sound proposal. 
But journalism nowadays is no longer the trade of individuals. It 
has become the trade of millionaires. In the old days, the owners of 
same newspapers were illiterate. Anybody could buy a ream of paper 
sheets for 150 piasters and pay the printing press 150 piasters in 
advance and publish a paper and anybody who had a license could sell 
it, lease it and mare a living out of it. 


Nowadays, the publication of a newspaper, when permitted by the govern- 
ment, is a difficult job. It requires the presence of difficult social 
conditions. Any small paper needs at least 20 reporters who require 
wages, big allowances, a respectable capital, sa.i*’ insurance and 
taxes. These are difficult conditions that cannot be met by 
individuals. 











It is better to focus aur attention m@m the existing establishments. We 
must apply the rule of personal benefit <o our work in our establish- 
ments. Each of the journalist, the worker and the manager must realize 
that their interest lies in the continuation of his establishment. It 
is impossible for such a feeling to exist if there are no legal means 
to confirm their ownership of these establishments. When we succeed 

in doing this, we will do the impossible to enhance circulation, 
increase advertisements and reduce the losses. [We should establish] 
the collective leadership and the collective ownership and then get tied 
to the higher press council through the central point of the public 
interest. 


[20 Aug 79, pp 14-19] 


The election battle between the two for the position of journalists’ 
union chairman was extremely hot. 


*"Abd-al-Rahman al-Shargawi and Kamil Zuhayri faced each other. 


For long months, the war between the two was as severe as possible and 
the weapons used by the two journalists were sharp confrontations, 
rumors and counter-rumors, pamphlets and blazing slogans, conferences 
and meetings and newspapers issued specially to carry the news of this 
war. 


Suddenly, the war subsided, its guns went silent, its news diminished 
and the warring armies returned to their barracks. 


The war was not decided and neither won the position of chairman, not 
a)-Sharqawi nor Kamil Zuhayri. 


A new surprise then occurred and the issue of the Fourth Estate 
emerged to impose itself on the press and on the journalists, placing 
the press and all the Journalists in one basket, in me boat and in 
one fate. 


Both of them made statements to this effect and hoped that their words 
would reach the other side. As a result of this truce agreement, ve 
found our golden opportunity to discuss with each of the two men 
separately and with utter neutrality and objectivity the same 
questions, in the same space, in the same print type and vith the 
same interest. When we encountered the dilemma of arranging the 
publication, we found no alternative but to resort to the alphabetical 
order of the names to get us out of this dilemma. 


Following is the text of what al-Sharqawi and Kamil Zuhayri said 
verbatin: 





‘Abd-a eRahman al—Sharqgavi 
[Question] How do you view the freedom of the press? 


[Answer! We are a society with its special characteristics. It is not 
a totalitarian system and not a vwestern-style democratic system. In 
a society like this, the opportunity must be provided for the 
expression of all views. It is not true that the classes have been 
eliminated or that the class differences have disappeared. The 
differences have become sharper and a social flaw has developed 
because vealth is not in the hands of those who deserve it and because 
this wealth does not cane from production and labor but 4s a result 
of lucky strikes and of parasitic activities that are not beneficial 
to all people. Meanwhile, the producers who give society get the 
smallest share of the incane and pay the higherst taxes. Ina society 
like this, the press mst reflect the opinion of all the people, 
especially the opinion of the effective element emong them. The 
press should also urge all that is positive. The fudament of the 
freedom of the press is to guarantee the chance for the expression of 
ail opinions and to release all opinions and allow them to be 
expressed. Through intellectual battles, society reaches the best 
formula for its growth and devel coment. 


Journalists’ Concerns 


[Question] Will you define for us the problems experienced by the 
press people at present? 


[Answer] The problems of the press in Egypt began with the start of 
the press. They lie fundamentally in the conflict between freedq@ 
and the government's interest. It is not true that these problems 
started vith the revolution, as some people imagine, cr after the 
revolution. The problems may have escalated after the revolution 
because the revolution did adopt special measures to protect itself. 
But the problems of the press started before the revolution. I am 
speaking here from personal experience. Before the revolution, I 
was dismissed from AL-MUSAWWAR and moved fran paper to paper as a 
result of this dismissal, even though I was writing literary, and 
not political, material. There was a large number of patriotic writers 
and journalists in the same boat with me. We were accused of the 
charge of [inciting public] opinion. There was a special press 
prosecutor. After the revolution, the same thing happened--arrest and 
a ban on our writings. I suffered after the revolution even though 
I supported this revolution. The novel "The Earth” was banned by a 
decree fram President Muhammad Najib even though the novel supports 
the revolution. Just because the book cover was a painting by 
artist Hasan Fu'ad depicting camelemounted forces beating the 
peasants, Najib insisted on arresting me. ‘Abd-al-Nasir sent me 
somebody to inform me of Najib's decision and to ask me to hide away 
before getting arrested. 
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This general approach has continued. However, it is only fair that we 
admit that the journalist no longer gets arrested if he disagrees with 
the government and that his pen and his thoughts are no longer 
arrested either. It is supposed that the press be guaranteed its 
freedom so that thought may be answered with thought and so that the 
struggle of opinions may assume its normal form. The reply no longer 
comes in the form of material or literary oppression. It is only fair 
to admit that since May 1971, no journalist has been arrested or 
dismissed. However, some journalists have been banned and others have 
refrained from publishing. Regardless of whoever is responsible, be 
it the government or the chief editor, this creates a situation lacking 
in freedan. 


I have suffered at all times fram the tarture of the ban on my 
writings. 


I am not banned from writing at present but not all that I write gets 
published because of considerations taken into account by the chief 
editor. It is a major problem for the chief editor to shoulder the 
responsibility of banning a writer fran work when the first interest 
of the journalist is to write. The justification that our position is 
the best in the developing nations or among the other Arab nations 
must not be cited to us. We want a press up to the standard befitting 
us and not others and suitable for our conditions and not for theirs. 


Low wages and incomes are also among the current problems of the 
journalists. 


This is an issue that must be faced frankly and courageously. The 
wages, contrary to what is rumored, are low. A journalist does not 
get to earn the maximum before the lapse of 10 years. In every 
establishment, the number of those earning this maximum does not 
exceed five journalists. This maximum is not enough, to start with, 
to meet their burdens and the burdens of their profession. The general 
standard of the journalists’ wages is very poor. The young journalist 
who works after the struggle of long years of study faces exorbitant 
living and professional expenses that he cannot meet. The [monthly] 
salary of a journalist, who is an educated man with a leading role in 
society, is not equal to the wages of 3 days of a plumber, a machinist 
or a cmstruction worker and not equal to the incame of any parasitic 
element fran an hour's work. 


At the same time, the journalist finds nobody who is concerned with 
his professional training and he relies on himself to. ...:a°pe-a 
development that is left to the individual efforts of each 

journalist. In addition to the material problems, there are 
psychological problems also, such as pitting the journalists against 
each other, corrupting the atmosphere of fraternity and of the single 
unionist interest and, most important of all, undermining the prestige 
of the press. 











ln all countries of the world, the press has been the guiding leader- 
ship. There have been errors, exaggerations, instigatiam, defamation 
crimes committed agsinst some citizens and publication crimes. We do 
not deny this. But these are faults that do not justify the constant 
attack against the journalists because this attack has caused their 
prestige to be lost and has intensified the disdain with which they are 
viewed. Before the revolution, the general secretary of al-Wafd Party 
one day insulted a journalist working in AL-MISRI. The paper refused 
to publish any reports about the secretary until the man came and 
apologized to the journalist in his office. The press must regain 

its prestige and the journalists’ prestige. If there is a 

journalist who misuses his position or a deviqus Journalist then not 
all the Journalists should be blamed because of his guilt and crime. 
The presence of one devious engineer does not require us to consider 
all engineers deviaus. 


The press must regain its prestige and must create a relation of mutual 
respect between the journalist and the govermment. Such a relation 
starts fundamentally in the press establishment between the chief 
editor and the journalist. It is true that the chief edita@r has the 
right to publication. However, this right must not be abused. The 
rules of publication are knowm to the youngest beginner in 

jJournslism and there is no disagreement over them. The presence of 
bylaws and of an arbitration party in the establishment is necessary. 
The board of directors can settle any internal dispute on an objective 
basis and without any meupmanship. If this council fails, it should 
bring the dispute to the union. The disagreement between a journalist 
and his establishment is confined fundamentally to two problems: 
Publication and allowances. 


The journalist is weak in the face of his establishment and he must be 
defended. This is a task which I hope will be undertaken by the 
praninent journalists within the establishment--journalists who 

are ethically and professionally approved by all the parties concerned-- 
because the head of the establishment is supposed to represent and 
protect the journalist and not vice versa. The two are not enemies 
because the head of the establishment represents the interest of the 
journalist and of the establishment and because there is no conflict 
between the two interests. However, if this does not materialize, 
then a cammittee of praminent journalists in the establishment must 

be formed to arbitrate the disputes. If this camittee fails, it 
should resort to the union--the hame of the journalists that protects 
and defends then. 


Union's Weakness 


[Question] What are the reasons for the union's current weakness! 


[Answer] The union is supposed to be, as I have already said, the 
bastion that defends and protects the journalists. It is supposed to 
be engaged in constant unionist action and to be in constant contact 
with the world press. But what is supposed is one thing and the 
reality another. The weakness of the union is due to our, we the 
journalists, visualization. The journalists go to the union for 
elections mly. This is bad. It is a vicious circle. Abandonment 
of the union has caused more abandonment and its weakness has 
created mare weakness. 


Revitalizing the union is easy. Ina long part of its history, there 
were bright nights and constant activity. Revitalizing the uni lies 
in enabling it to play its natural role in protecting the journalists’ 
interests and in turning it into 4 social club for the journalists. 


The union's role cannot be revived without regaining the union's 
prestige. Regaining its prestige lies in the union's ability to 
implement its decisions and to have its opinion as the final opinion. 


I believe that Dr Sufi Abu-Talib said what he has said with gooiwill. 
Because he imagines that the Judges Club is the highest judiciary 
council then the journalists club should be the highest journalist 
council. The difference is that the judges dm't have a union and the 
club is their union whereas all the other professions, including 
journalism, have their unions. The uniqs have their entity, their 
presence and their task which is totally different from that of the 
club. The journalists union is a union and a club at the same time. 


No jurisdiction should be withdrawn from this union, especially since 
its fundamental jurisdiction is to protect its members. 


Authority and Higher Council 


[Question] What is you opinion of what is being currently projected 
in regard to the Fourth Estate and the higher council? 


[Answer] It is my opinion that there is no need for the higher 
council to start with. I have an experience with the higher council. 
It has dame nothing other than to put ROSE AL-YUSUF on trial when 

I was its chairman and a member of the higher council and other than 
to try one of AL-AKHBAR's editors for a report that he published. 

The council did, thankfully, issue a wage scale for the journalists. 
But this scale could have been issued by the union. If the council had 
not been present, the union would have issued the scale. 


This is my experience with the higher council. 


It may be said that the council regulates the profession of journalism. 
This is the union's role and the role of all professional unions. Every 
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profession should be regulated through its own union. This is why 
there isn't a higher doctars council, engineers council, agronomists 
council or merchants council for any other trade. A union should 
tuke charge of regulating the affairs of its profession. 


Fven the discussiam on whether the council members should be 
Journalists or not adds nothing new. 


If the council members are journalists, then this would be a 
repetition of the union. 


If they are not journalists, then they are not specialists who have 
no right to enter this door. 


There remains the issue of ownership. Who is to replace the Socialist 
Union as owner of the national papers? 


I believe that the cooperative ownership of the papers by the people 
working in them is the best suggestion, provided that the format of 
this ownership is organized by lav. 


However, I hope basically that all the government's projections and 
proposals will be presented to each journalist individually for sane 
sort of a poll because discussing matters in public meetings and in 
establishments, even in the union, leads to the predamination of 
certain votes over others and to influencing the votes by maneuvers 
and oneupmanship. We thus fail to guarantee that all the voices are 
heard. The poll forms should be then presented to a camittee of 
journalists that undertakes to determine the final form as viewed by 
ail concerned. 





The government has its own visualizatiam of the Fourth Estate--a 
visualization over which there has been disagreement between supporters 
and opponents and between those who say that it adds another dimensiq@m 
to the press and those who say that it restricts the press. There 

are numerous opinions and we cannot tell the dimensions a@ weight of 
each opinion. The referendum that I am proposing will provide a clear 
picture, with figures. 


When a real constitution for dealings between the press and the govern- 
ment, among the journalists themselves and between them and the readers 
on the other hand is drawn up and when the press regains its 

assumed prestige and freedan and its influence as leader of the 

public opinion and critic of all the authorities, the press will then 
become a real power--a power withaut the need for a constitutimmal 
provision to make it such a power. 


The press has always been a power without the need fa a provision to 
state this fact. It has always been a moral power and maral power 
is the most potent and strogest of all powers. 
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Kamil Zuhayri 
Freedom of Press: 
[Question] How do you view the freedom of the press? 


[Answer] In my view, the freedam of the press is like the golden 
triangle. It is a triangle with three sides: The first camcerns 
ownership, the second production and the third consumption. We will be 
cammitting a big mistake if we restrict our discussion to one side. 


Insofar as ownership is concerned, there are various kinds: Private 
ownership, public ownership and cooperative ownership. Each kind has 
its advantages and its flaws. The advantage of private ownership is 
that it releases the right of establishing papers without restriction 
and withaut license. The ideal image of the liberal theory of the 
freedan of the press is that the law stipulate the right of the citizen 
to publish a newspaper aor a magazine. The risks of private ownership 
are numerous. The concentration of ownership leads to monopoly. Big 
ownerships have turned the press into a heavy or a semi-heavy industry. 
There are also the issues of financing, management and distribution 
and the modern paper's needs for advertizers. We can even say that 
the paper owner is selling it twice, once to the advertizer and 

once to the reader. This gives advertizing an enormous influence. 
There is also the danger of fareign financing. These are flaws that 
face free publication: The ability to innovate and loyalty to the 
reader primarily. 


Public ownership is diverse. There is the state ownership, party 
ownership and ownership by a politica]. aganization. There are 
various forms. This ownership gives the impression that it gets rid 
of the flaws of private ownership but the fact is that public owner- 
ship falls into bigger risks: The risk of becoming bureaucratic 
ownership, the risk of leading to opinion monopoly and the risk of 
imposing a single opinion and prohibiting the other opinion. We 
ultimately reach the deadend of the capitalist monopoly that denies 
the reader the chance to know the other opinion. We have tried both 


types. 


I believe that we should adopt the idea of cooperative ownership, 
along with the presence of partisan papers and with releasing the 
right of individuals to issue papers. 


Second side: Production or the journalists. Here the freedam of the 
press is realized by refraining from the imposition of advance 
censorship on journalists and by a constitutional provisim banning 
censorship, except cm military news. The journalist will be free to 
write at his own responsibility and he can be brought to account if 
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he abuses the freedcm of expression and reaches the point of vituperation 
of a point penalized by the lav. 


The third side is consumption aor the reader. We always ignore the 
reader in our talk about the freedom of the press even though there is 
a new right, namely the citizen's right to information and his right 
to a reasonable share of news and opinions that help him to make a 
choice and to take a position that leads him to participate in the 
political action which is me of the components of man. 


We are living in a state of information imbalance. At the international 
level, five wire services are momopolizing 95 percent of the world's 
news. There is an information imbalance, in addition to the econanic 
imbalance. A strong state is not strong with its ecmany alone, but 
also with its information. This strength is enhanced by a state's 
monopolization of information technology, such as electronic 

collection, television pictures and artificial satellites. All this 
lead's to the state's mmopolization of infarmaticn and to weakening 

the citizen's political and democratic activity. 


The state's growing econanic and administrative strength has been 
accompanied by a growth in its informational strength and its power to 
monopolize and withhold information and to preoccupy the people's 
attention with subsidiary news. Information is thus transformed 

into propaganda and into guidance harmful to the citizens. With such 
power, information becames as strong as the army and the police. 


This is why discussing the issue of the freedom of the press is a 
discussim on a sensitive issue because it is difficult to find new 
solutions for this old problem that is intensifying every day. 


The current phase is characterized by mare than one factor. The 
experience of the parties means the multiplicity of views. The 
decision-making majority cannot persuade the minority of its decision 
except through dialogue, called in Europe "the virtue of the dialogue.” 
We must differentiate between the state and the government. The state 
is the regime and the government is the individuals. The government is 
changeable. These are the rules of the political game in the 
democratic system. Therefore, there has to be a press that expresies 
all the opinions. 


Journalists’ Concerns 


[Question] Will you define for us the problems experienced by the 
press people at present? 


[Answer] I remember what a former minister of information sa:. . «nn the 
censorship was lifted in 1974, namely: "I am astonished that the 











newspapers have emerged looking like one another.” We have stayed in 
a cast for a long time and we were not used to counter cone opinion 
with another. It was difficult for us to get aut of the gypsum cast, 
especially since the transfer by a writer from a government-controlled 
newspaper to the newspaper of an opposed party exposed such a writer to 
extreme dangers because the written laws, such as the publication law 
and the penal law, were applied to the opposed opinion only and 
because affiliation with a side other than the government was risky. 
The arsenal of the laws became clear with the emergence of the 
partisan papers. A large number of journalists did not know about 

the suspension of a newspaper, the confiscation of its edition and 

its referral to trial until after the emergence of the partisan 


papers. 


It is also to be noted that the three revolutions that have taken 
place in Egypt--'Arabi's revolution, the 1519 revolution and the July 
revolution--have not dealt with the freedom of the press. All that 
the revolution [presumably July revolution] has done was to keep the 
laws restricting liberties dormant, using them only when needed. 


This is why we need to discuss and amend these laws, the constitution, 
the penal law and the publications lav. 


I believe that the union and the higher council should prepare the 
studies needed for amendment by a cammittee of praminent lawyers and 
journalists that fully surveys these laws and then presents its 
proposals for discussion. 


So far, the laws are issued without discussions and without studies. 
They are issued like a sultan's decree. 


There is an opinion, like the one expressed by Zaki ‘Abd-al-Qadir, 
that believes that the natural law is better than the written 
legislations. The natural law believes that the best law is the 
non-presence of a law. But because we in Egypt entered the phase 

of the written constitution as of 1879 and because we have lived under 
the provisions of laws codifying and restricting the liberties, there 
has to be a clear constitutional provision on this issue. 


We then come to the second part, namely abolition of the 1936 
publications law. This law is still in force even though it was 
issued during ‘Ali Mahir's government. The restrictions that this law 
imposed are the same restrictions imposed by the 1881 law and they 
include restricting the right to the publication of papers, etc. 

The journalists union has to submit a new publications bill. Such 

an act would be in confirmation of article 56 of the 1971 constitution 
which views the unions as the democratic representatives of their 
workers. 





The third part is the penal code. I believe that it is necessary to 
form a committee to review the penal code, particularly the section 
on crimes of opinion, because the Egyptian law is exclusive in its 
heavy penalties insofar as the freedam of expressian is concerned. 

For example, [it includes penalties for] vague crimes such ac contempt 
for the government and instigating hatred for the government. These 
are such strange crimes that the courts do't even consider then. 
There is also the example of false reports and in this case the 
Egyptian legislator has even omitted the possibility of ill 

intentions behind their publication. There is also the example of 
the complementary penalties. The Egyptian legislator adopts the 
concept of the camplementary penalty which means the right to wave the 
penalty for an individual crime extended to reach the point of 
cancelling a@ suspending a paper. This is tantamount to applying 

the law of punishing the entire tribe for the crime of one of its 
members. 


[Question] Will the problem be solved by amending the law? 


[Answer] Not at all. After amending the law, there remains the 
structure, i.e. the structure of the agencies or authorities that 
implement the laws. This depends on the give and take between these 
agencies and authorities. Implementation of the law is our crisis. 

It is a crisis of meanings and a crisis of structures. There is 

no balance because the government owns the papers and owns the right 
to grant and to withhold. The principle of state intervention is 
legal in any sphere. But we consider the state's intervention an 
absolute right of the state and not a responsibility that it 

shoulders. Consequently, cordial relatians are absent and there is a 
desire to intimidate the journalist and to make him live in fear of 
being dismissed, transferred or suspended. This leads to the decline 
of intellectual strife and of innovation. This is the concept of 

the general atmosphere and of incriminating the other opinion, even 
though the journalists are the first to rush to the aid of the hameland 
when it is exposed to danger or to tribulation, even though all opinions 
and disagreements disappear under such a circumstance and even though 
all confront the danger in the same line and with the same 

resolution. 


In the past, the business owner was the person responsible for 
innovation, for excellence and for developing talents. Two months 
after I entered ROSE AL-YUSUF, Ihsan ['Abd-al-Qaddus] showed interest 
in me. The same thing happened in AKHBAR AL-YAWM to my generation of 
Journalists on the hands of Mustafa Amin. But when we became chair- 
men of the papers’ boards of directors, we were strangled by the 
administrative responsibilities that did not give us a chance to 
devote attention to the new generations. Moreover, the establishments 
grew in size and the problems increased whereas the creative and 
innovative aspect disappeared. I expected the union to play this 
role. 
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Union's Weakness 


[Question] What are the reasons for the current weakness of the 
Journalists union? 


[Answer] They are economic reasons and reasons connected with unionist 
idleness. 


An independent union means that you rely on your ow resources. But 
the journalists union gets a subsidy amounting to nearly 60,000 pounds 
from the government. This does not make the union an equal partner 
in the dialogue with the government. The unionist burdens have 
increased. The papers are in arrears to the union to the tune of 
450,000 pounds constituting one percent of the advertizing revenues 
that these papers are required to pay to the union. The economic 
balance between the revenues and the expenses is nonexistent and the 
government has control of the faucet because it pays a subsidy to 

the union. 


The aspects of unionist idleness are numerous: Idle provisions of 
the union's law, such as the arbitration committee that has not been 
formed yet, though I do sot know why. The government asks for, and 
needs, dialogue while the union remains silent. For example when 
the former government submitted the publications bill with its 
serious amendments affecting the profession, the journalists failed 
to hold a general assembly to discuss this bill whereas the lavyers 
union held a symposium on the bill. However, it seems this time that 
the council is making an endeavor in which we hope it will achieve 
success. 


Authority and Higher Council 


[Question] What is your opinion of what is being currently projected 
in regard to the Fourth Estate and the higher council? 


[Answer] The word authority is understood to have two meansings: 
Jurisdiction and power or moral authority. The naming is not important. 
The importance lies in the meanings and not in the structures. The 
importance lies in the provisions that regulate and in the structures 
that are built according to these provisions. If we adopt amend- 
ment of the constitution, of the publications law and of the penal 
code, if we issue a declaration, called the 1979 declaration on the 
Egyptian citizen's human rights, underliniug the freedam of 
expression, the freedom of the press and the Egyptian citizen's right 
to information and if we consider this declaration a prologue to the 
constitution, then we will have camitted ourselves and the future 
generntions. We can then proceed to build on the basis of this 
acti. and can achieve through it a major accomplishment. 





Frankly, the bill published on 2 July 1979, which was later amended 
and presented to the parliament, is disappointing because it provides 
less than the 1971 constitution and is in contradiction with this 
constitution. It falls short of the aspirations that Egypt and the 
Egyptian press deserve. 


Does Egypt deserve such haste and such a committee whose members are 
not known and which we do not know how it was formed? Why do ve 
approach the issue as if it were a ministerial decree? The union, 
despite its weakness, was supposed to have had a role [in the bill]. 
The press establishments alone are not enough. The union hears all 
the journalistic opinions, even the opinions of the journalists who 
work outside these establishments. Otherwise, the government would be 
in a position of negotiating with itself. 


I am not against the Higher Press Council if its jurisdictions are 
defined. Let us exclude the issue of disciplining the journalists. 
It. is better for the higher council to leave this issue alone so that 
it may play a good role. The press council in England emanated fran 
the desires of the journalists when they felt that the parties agreed 
with the government's intervention in the journalists’ affairs. 

The situation here is the opposite. 


The higher council should, the way I view it, be non-governmental and 
should consist of journalists only. To prevent government inter- 
vention, prominent public figures with a high literary standard should 
be included in it. It should have a strong moral power through an 
autual report it publishes and in which it includes its observations 
on all that has been published in our papers. This is a public 
opinion punishment that influences the public opinion. Isn't this 

a stronger and more effective pover? 


("7 Aug 79, pp 9-12) 


[Text] [TN: ‘Ali Mamdi al—Jammal died of a Heart Attack While Visiting 
United States in early September] 


I see no harm in transforming the unicn into a club. The union can 
become the registration [al-qayd] and discipline committee of the higher 
council. We must try the journalist professionally before the lav 
tries him penally. The Fourth Estate means the power of the 

Journalist to acquire correct information and reports. The problem 
that torments our press is the problem of reconciling the wishes of 

the journalist with the inclinations of the chief editor. The old 
higher council did not carry out its task. I relieved the chief 

editor of AL-AHRAM AL-~IQTISADI by lav. 





‘Ali Hamdi al—Jamma) 
[Journalists Union Chairman] 


[Question] We cannot imagine opening our press every week to discuss 
the organization and future of the press without hearing the opinion 
of the chairman of the Journalists Union. 


[Answer] I am ready for the discussion. 
Council and Union 


[Question] Do you agree that the Higher Press Council should replace 
the Journalists Union? 


[Answer] This is possible if the council is guaranteed full powers 
with which it can supervise the press and if the journalists have a 
majority representation in it. In such a case, the higher council 

can replace the union's council. 


[Question] But this opinion bears a constitutional violation that 
conflicts with the 1971 constitution. Doesn't this constitution 
stipulate that a union is the master of its professia? 


[Answer] It is very possible for the union council to turn into a 
committee emanating from or following the Higher Press Council--a 
committee with the powers of registration and disciplining. The 
higher council will be tantamount to the authority to which any body 
harmed by a decision of the union--committee--would resort. Any 
journalist subjected to a disciplinary decision by the union can appeal 
the decision to the higher council. This constitutes a sort of a 
recourse for appeals against a sentence issued by the union council. 
The union council can cooperate with the higher council in the task 
of safeguarding the journalistic ethics. The union council's point 
of weakness is that it has not been able to dictate its wishes on 

the press establishments. The decisions it issues are not binding. 
There is no unionist authority that can force a chief editor to 
implement any decision. If we guarantee the Higher Press Council the 
power to implement the union council's decisions, then there will be 
cooperation between the council and the union in safeguarding the 
ehtics of the profession. 


Basically, and as I have previously pointed out, we must determine the 
ethics of the profession and the rights and duties of the journalist. 
It is true that there is a covenant of honor but it is not complete 
and not binding. Rights and duties are the professional rules and 
those who deviate from them should be brought to account before the 
higher council and the union. 
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Journalistic ethics are what we are searching for presently. We are 
searching for the means to safeguard the ethics of the profession. 


Protecting the profession begins with a clear determination of the rights 
and of the duties. 


[Question] What you are saying is not new to you. You have already 
said it at President al-Sadat's meeting with the journalists in which 
you expressed the vord of the union that you represent. But vhat you 
are saying is not clear and not realistic and we dam'’t know exactly 
how to transform it into laws, rules and regulations. What you are 
saying is close to advice and proverbs that you need to make clearer 
to us. 


Rights and Duties 


lAnswer] The rights of the Journalist consist of his right to have 
his job guaranteed and not to be transferred to a non-journalistic 
job, his right to his wages and allowances, his right as a human 
being in his paper and his right not to be persecuted by his chief 
editor and by his immediate superiors. They consist of all the 
guarantees that make him work in a sound place and that make hin 
believe in constant work and production. 


It. is also easy to define his duties. 


The reports that he supplies must be true. The articles that he writes 
should steer clear of defamation. He should not exploit his personal 
opinions in writing. He should not publish, should not criticize and 
should not attack unless he is certain of his information and unless 
he has the confirming documents at his disposal. 


If a journalist deviates from these rules, if he publishes untrue 
reports and if he accuses a person of graft or theft without evidence, 
what should our position be? 


Such a journalist should be immediately subjected to the journalistic 
code of honor or the code of the profession's ethics and must be 
punished on the charge of abusing freedam and misusing the pen that 

he carries. If we can put in writing clear and definite provisions 
defining the ethics of the pre-« snd the Journalist's rights, duties 
and penalties, it will becor tor the higher council or the 

union to bring any erring jo. 1 -< te account. We have nothing to do 
with the public law. I am talkir cout the profession's code. Under 
the public law, the citizen needs iong measures and years before he 
can get his right from the journalist. The journalist is responsible 
professionally before being criminally responsible before the ordinary 
lav. 








[Question] If you insist on formulating the ethical rules into a lav 
that transforms these rules into professional oes, then why has the 
union procrastinated in discussing the issue of the Fourth Fstate? 
Why have other unions, such as the lavyers union, preceded the 
journalists union into discussing this issue? 


[Answer] When the concept of the Fourth Estate was first projected, we 
made our preparations to discuss it and to explore the journalists’ 
opinions on it. We asked the various press establishments to 

discuss the issue at internal meetings in the presence of a 
representative of the union council. I believe that the outcome of 
the discussions and of the collective opinicns that we presentiy have 
at our disposal is enough to meet the needs of the Press Organization 
Committee which was formed last week. The union has not at all been 
tardy on a fateful issue like this issue that concerns the future 

of the profession that we defend. 


[Question] Generally, the union is weak and is not performing its role 
in the required manner. 


[Answer] Because it does not possess the power to impose any decision 
on the papers. We resort to personal relations to settle the problems 
of the journalists with their papers. We have no law in the union 
that allows us to impose our authority on the papers. 


But there are, definitely, problems that we cannot settie. How can we 
settle a personal dispute between a journalist and his chief editor 
who dislike each other? 


In such a case, the union council is incapable of acting and providing 
a solution. The most it can do is to freeze the problem. All we try 
to achieve is to guarantee the journalist's material rights. As 

for the problems of writing and publication, they are the responsibility 
of the chief editar and we cannot interfere in his responsibility. 


But if the higher council succeeds in establishing practical ethics 
for the profession, it will be easy to solve all these problems and 
it. will be possible for us then to protect the journalist against 
persecution. 


Authority and Statements 


[Question] Do you consider the latest structure proposed for the higher 
council suitable? 


[Answer] Wo, because the proposed structure does not represent all the 
press establishments. I cannot be content with one or two establish- 
ments. First, if the council will become the owner of the press, hov 
can an establishment implement a decision that affects it without being 
represented in the council and without having the chance to debate 

such a decision? 


7 








econd, if a Journalist proceeds to lodge a complaint with the 

council against his establishment which has no representative in this 
council, how can the council adopt a decision affecting this establish- 
ment without hearing its viewpoint and without having among its 
members a representative of th: establishment to explain its view- 
point? 


[Question] How does the journalists union chairman [al—Jammal) view 
the meaning of the Fourth Estate? 


[Answer] The word “estate” is the word that is vague because we do 
not possess the power to issue decisions like the other authorities. 
“Estate” in this context represents an “entity.” As a profession, 
journalism represents a certain “entity” which has its independence, 
like the judiciary and the parliament, and which has the right to be 
informed. 


At. times, a decision is made by a minister banning the entry of 
journalists or a minister may penalize one of his subordinates for 
providing a journalist with the data that he requires. When ve 
become an authority [Estate], no agency or ministry will be able to 
deny us entry or to deny us information because ve reflect to the 
public opinion what goes on in the state and it is therefore our 
right to have all the facts placed at our disposal. This is a benefit 
that we have lacked for a long time. 


As I have already said, the journalists who fear the transformation of 
the union into a club ere fundamentally afraid of the presence of 
another authority that supervises their constitution [jadwal] and 
their affairs. If we succeed in having the higher coun<:il formed 
entirely of journalists and if its law is compatible with all the laws 
i'n accordance with which the union has proceeded, then I see no harm 
in transforming the union into a club and in transforming the union 
council into a committee following the higher council. 


Press and Problems 
[Question] Why has the level of the Egyptian press declined? 


[Answer] On the contrary, its level has risen by evidence of the fact 
of the increase in its circulation after abolition of the censorship. 
Twenty years ago, we failed to allot in our papers a section for the 
readers mail because the censorship banned the publication of 
complaints, criticism and cries [for help]. Nowadays, our papers 
abound with sections for the readers mail, which is very hot. Five 
years after abolition of the censorship, we have gotten used to the 
freedom of the press. It was natural for the repression inside us 

to explode as soon as we got freedom for the press and it was natural 














that we would resort to sensationalism and violence in what ve wrote 
ater having been denied this freedom for long years. 


[Question] But the chief editor has become the censor replacing the 
public censor. 


[Answer] The chief editor is responsible for whatever is published in 
his paper. He is not a censor but he does not want to expose himself 
to responsibility. This is the secret behind the disagreement between 
the chief editor and those who work with him. Whoever writes an 
article imagines that he has written a creative piece that deserves 

to be published. If the chief editor objects to an article, the 
writer accuses him of being a new censor. 


I believe that the problem that is tormenting our press is the relation- 
ship between the journalist and the chief editor. I do not imagine that 
there is a single chief editor who refuses to publish an article that 
enhances the importance of his paper. 


We must find the prcper formula for reconciling the work with the 
wishes of the chief editor and the wishes of the reporters. 


If’ we provide each paper with the guarantees that protect the press from 
the whins of the chief editor, the press will forge ahead on the right 
peth and twoard the better. We can bolster the editorial boards and 
turn them into an arbiter to settle the disputes. I mean here the 
editorial boards approved by the old Higher Press Council. However, 

it. must be admitted that the old council formulated organizations 

that have never materialized and shouldered tasks that have never 

been carried out. In any case, this is the big challenge that will face 
the new council--the challenge of exercising its powers and its 
influence. The only guarantee for this council is the soundness of 

its structure and of the laws and regulations that will govern its 

work. 


[Guestion] Sound as they are, your statements are not compatible with 
your actions inside AL-AHRAY establishment that you head. Do not get 
angry because what we mean specifically is what has been said in 
regard to your severe activn vis-a-vis Dr Lutfi ‘Abd-al-‘'Azim, the 
chief editor of AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI--an action that ended with the 
expulsion cf Dr ‘Abd-ri-'Azim and the closure of his office. What 
further enraged the journalists against you is that you are the chair- 
man of the journalists union and Dr Lutfi is supposed to resort to 
you, in your capacity as the union chairman, to appeal to you against 
yourself in your capacity as his chief. 





[Answer] I disagreed with the chief editor of AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI for 
well-known reasons that I explained to the board of directors. He 
published an article in his magazine and I asked him for the 

documents on which he relied. He got angry and the discussion turned 
into open insults. I gave the board of directors the freedom of the 
choice and of the decision and the council decided to dismiss Dr Lutfi 
finally. I had the law on my side to dismiss him. However, I was 
content with relieving him and I have taken over his work until we 

find somebody to replace him. Dr Lutfi is in another positim in 
AL-AHRAM now. 


If I trumped up [charges] against him, I would be before the court now 
and he would have resorted to the higher council or to the judiciary. 
But my action was 100 percent legal. 


[Question] Finally, how do you view the freedam of the press. 


[Answer] It is to say what I believe in and to say the truth and what 
is right. However, it is a responsible freedom and not the freedom to 
destroy or to shatter. The freedom of the press is not the private 
disposition of the journalists, even though they are the ones who 
impose it and phrase its words. 


[Question] This is enough, mr union chairman. Thank you. 


[Answer] I hope that our words will be beneficial. You are welcome. 


[7 Aug 79, pr 10-12) 


[Text] “eputy chairman of journalists union: Union has succeeded in 
protecting the journalists and has failed to protect the press. 


Has the journalists union risen to the level of the events being 
experienced by our press currently? 


The union that did not censure the chairman of the board of directors 
who expelled the journalists from their paper and transferred them 

to meat and shoe campanies; the union that has at no time done justice 
to any journalist that has resarted to it; the union that has canpelled 
its members not to enter it except on the occasion of elections; the 
union that has not performed its role in developing the professiq@m 

and ir providing training to the new generations--is this union 

stili playing the same role while the issue of rearganizing the press 
is raging on? 
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This is an important questiam that is m the tongues of most 
journalists and the answer to this question comes fram a saurce that 
possesses the professional and unionist ability that gives us 
confidence in his answer. 


Mahmud al-Maraghi, the deputy chairman of the journalists union and 
the member of the Committee to Organize the Press, says: 


I have held three hearing sessions for the journalists to discuss all 
the questions brought up by the issue of the Fourth Estate in the 
union, in AL-AHRAM and in ROSE AL~YUSUF. The problem of those 
sessions was the lack of a working paper for the discussions. The 
sessions came toa halt for a very important reason, namely the lack 
of enthusiasm on the part of the journalists. Only 200 journalists 
attended the session at the union, 25 journalists attended the 
session at ROSE AL-YUSUF and only 20 journalists attended the session 
at AL-AHRAM. 


After the govermment's visualization of the Fourth Estate became clear, 
we answered the speaker of the Peopie's Assembly who had demanded 
that the union be transformed into a club. We conducted a quiet 
discussion through which we reached specific ideas. We had the 
conviction that it was not enough to underline our objection and was 
not enough to present ideas and impressions and that in the face of a 
real problem, samething positive and profound had to be formulated. 
This is contrary to what some people viewed as the need to make an 
immediate decision on the issue. There had to be deliiberatia and 
discussion, especially since we have enough time! We have the mamth 
of August to gather data and opinions, to prepare the necessary 
studies, to present a discussion paper prepared by the union council 
and, to prepare, print and distribute the poll form to the members. 
We have the month of September to analyze the data and to form a 
preparatory committee to make preparations for the second congress of 
Egyptian journalists to which the new bill will be presented. At the 
seme time, we will form special teams to meet with the officials and 
to hold special meetings with men of the law and with those concerned 
with discussing the issues of liberties. 


But before embarking on all these procedural issues, we must ansver 
this question: What exactly do we want of the new press 
organization? 


The answers to this question are numerous and diverse and they are 
not yet declared by the many sides that have an interest in 
answering it. 


s abolition of the Socialist Union the reason for the reorganization? 
Is the reason more freedom or is it greater state contral? The 





correct visualization is the one that says that we are moving from the 
totalitarian system to the multiple-party system and that the image of 
the new press must be campatible with the image of the new society. 
The freedom to publish papers and the freedom of expression must be 
released, the shackles of intervention must be reduced and this 
intervention mist be comfined to solving the economic problems of 

the press only. 


What is projected currently is divided into two parts: 
1. Constitutional amendment in the direction of freedan. 


2. The statements and legislations that are under preparation and that 
proceed in the directia@m of restriction. 


These statements and legislations believe that it is necessary to 
maintain the national [state-owmed] press, to impose greater control 
over the press and to continue to set conditions for the publication 


of partisan papers. 


These statements and legislations also believe that the disciplinary 
power should be placed in the hands of the Values Committee. The 
structure proposed for this camittee is unprecedented in the entire 
world. It is to include the chairmen of the Egyptian judiciary 
councils, the chairman of the Supreme Constituticomal Court, the chair- 
man of the journalists union and a public journalistic figure. This 
committee is to bring to account the journalists who deviate from the 
line of national unity and social peace. Its sentences are to be 
final. Final sentences mean a return to arbitrary dismissal and this 
is in violation of the 1971 constitution which believes in the need 
to have recourse to the judiciary and in the right of appeal. 


Do we need this court? Do we need a special authority to bring the 
Journalists to accaunt? Does the journalists’ work have a special 
characteristic that precludes settling their cases by the ordinary 
Judiciary? 


The journalist is brought to account by his establishment and by the 
union. For the first time since 1952, journalists are referred to the 
public prosecutor. Moreover, there are the political laws. There are 
four articles in the law for the protection of the danestic front, 
there are the emergency laws and there is the socialist public 
prosecutor, not to mention the ordinary penal laws. 


The problems lies in the multiplicity, and not scarcity, of the laws 
that subject the journalist to questioning. The multiplicity of laws 
acts against journalistic creativity. Fear of these laws and of their 
presence deprives the journalist of his creativity. 











Moreover, there is no political need at present for all these laws. 

On the contrary, we need to reduce them & (as to make up for the decline 
in paper circulatiq resulting from the stopped exportation of papers 

to the Arab countries and so as to enable the papers to take their 

usual position in the political and historical [sic] battle that we 

are currently waging. 


We in Egypt have the oldest press and the oldest union. The Egyptian 
journalist is the me who founded all the Arab papers. Culturally, 
Egypt is different from all the other Arab countries and it is not in 
our interest to lose our superiority over them. We need the press to 
sparkle, and not vice versa. 


Is freedom against the national interest, even if it is misused? 


Freedom is handled with freedam. If a journalist stoops low, he will 
definitely find those who will answer hin. 


It is not true that the union has stood powerless and weak in the face 
of what is happening to the profession. But what do we expect of a 
union that is not a political organization and that, consequently, 
cannot realize by itself the issue of the freedom of the press, 

which is fundamentally the issue of the political organizations? 


The union has defended the rights of the journalist. When the 
journalists were dismissed in 1964, 1968 and 1973, the union was behind 
their reinstatement and it defended their material rights. The 

union has produced a wage scale for the first time. 


Even the laws that govern the union have developed from law No 55 to 
law No 70. Each law has added another benefit beyond what is given 
in the preceding lav. 


The latest law is the one that has prohibited the transfer of a 
journalist to non-journalistic work, that has provided for a month's 
reward for every year of work and that has laid down the rules for 
vacations and for the working conditions. 


Insofar as disciplinary action against journalists is concerned, the 
union has provided the journalists with the needed guarantees. 


We can say with utter frankness that the union has succeeded in 
protecting the individuals but has not succeeded in safeguarding the 


profession. 


Safeguarding the profession lies in defending and enhancing it. 
Enhancement of the profession has taken place at irregular intervals 
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and in courses to teach the art of photography and the art of 
journalistic editing and courses to teach foreign languages. We 

ace trying at present to canclude a contract with the World Bank for 
Lie establishment of n center for economic press information. This 
center will meet a fundamental need from which a.. the Egyptian papers 
suffer. 


But there are numerous problems facing the union, such as the lack of 
full-time council members, economic problems and so forth. 


[3 Sep 79, pp 8-12] 


[Text] Without makeup in the words, without resorting to artistic 
phraseology, without sensational headlines and without poses, the 
street of journalism [presumably meaning the ordinary journalist] has 
stated its opinion on the issue of the press. 


In one of the air-conditioned halls of AL-AHRAM, a considerable 

number of journalists fran within and from outside AL-AHRAM, from 

both the left and the right and both old and young stated their diverse 
and interesting opinions on the issue of their fate and of the future 
of their profession. It was a special symposium held to discuss the 
issue of the Fourth Estate. 


None of the participants imagined that what he said would find its way 
to publication and that the outcome of the discussions that went m 
for long hours and consumed three recording tapes would turn into an 
article that would be published exclusively by ROSE AL-YUSUF which 
would thus extend its campaign concerning the press for a ninth veek. 


This is why the opinions reflect truly those stating them. 
The opinions were spontaneous and came out without any ornamentation. 


Following is a summary of the details of the symposium which we believe 
reflects dissimilar samples of the street of journalism, keeping in 
mind that our door will remain open for any other journalistic 

opinion that has not been able to express itself in one way or 

another. 


Fundamental Issue 


Mahmud al-Maraghi: The fundamental issue brought up previously by most 
of the colleagues is the issue of the freedan of the press. They have 
also spoken about the Fourth Estate and about the presence or non- 
presence of a higher council. The fundamental issue to us is the 

issue of the freedam of the press and the degree of the guarantees 
available to secure the freedam of the press. 


5u, 














Jumil Hamdi: The fundamental issue is the future of the press in its 
entirety. The colleagues in the Information Committee of the Nationa] 
Party have refused to formulate any visualization and have said: We 
are not the custodians of the press. Therefore, the issue must be 
presented to the journalists. The journalists union has an important 
role in adopting this issue. The other point is that we still imagine 
that the freedam of the press changes under various forms of owmer- 
ship. We reject private omership because it means the freedom of the 
owner only. Considering that we are rejecting state-ownership and 
demanding ownership by the people, how can we reach an actual 

formula that represents real ownership of the press by the people? 


Voice from the hall: We thank the National Party for its interst in 
the issue. But we have agreed in the union that the discussion will 
not be within a partisan framework. The union must crystallize its 
viewpoint and present this viewpoint directly to the People's Assembly. 


A woman's voice: Jamal Hamdi is wondering about the people's ower- 
ship. The workers [in the press establishments] can became the omers 
because the journalists are the people most capable of defending the 
press (voices overlap and become almost incomprehensible). 


A loud voice: Friends, friends, the issue is presented for discussion 
and the question of ownership by the people requires further 
clarification. When the press ownership was transferred to the 
Socialist Union, it was said that the press became the people's property. 
After abolition of the Socialist Union, the phrase is still being 

used. A true and realistic definition is needed for the phrase “people's 
ownership." 


Another speaker: When it was said that the means of production must 
belong to the people, the public sector managed these means. The 
public sector is a part of the government. 


Bahirah Muktar: I am not against the presence of a general opinion, 
provided that every one strives to develop his own opinion. But what 

I fear is that we will reach a fragmentary picture. What I mean is that 
I, who have been a member of the union and a journalist for a long 

time. am not ashamed to say that I have not been able to understand 

how things have been going on since the nationalization. The 

simplest question is: Who does this paper belong to? 


Even though there are committees to discuss the issue and even though 
I am interested in the question of ownership, if I want, for example, 
to join the ownership committee, then I must have at my disposal a 
working paper that explains to me the issue in full. I wish we had 
with us legal experts because we will take a iong time without them 
and time is not in our interest. The organizational form that I am 








proposing does not mean that nobody cannot talk. Not at alli. iIt 
means that what is stated must be stated according to the rules. It 
has been actually proven that when faced with an important issue 
concerning it, the journalistic base fails to say what it wants and 
does not know how to act. It immediately proceeds to attack and to 
vituperate. 


For example, if the idea projected were for having the chairman of a 
board of directors appointed by election, then before attacking or 
approving the idea, we must gather sufficient information about it, 
about what happened before, about what is happening in the vorld 
around us and about the experiences of the others with the idea 
presented to us. Matters must be discussed in this manner. They may 
be even taken to the National Research Center [for help in researching 
such matters]. The prominent journalists should express their opinion 
and the country's parties should discuss the issue. There should 

be committees and there should be those who codify what I say. 


Yes..No 


An opposed voice: We are required to know everything for the sake of 
knowledge. However, we must differentiate between what is happening 

in the union and what is happening in the parties. If I leave the 
issue to the Coalition Party, then this party would formulate a 
visualization that serves the opposition press and if I leave it to 
the National Party, this party would formulate the visualization that 
serves the supporting [pro-government] press. The best projection is 
the professional projection. There should be a committee of journalists, 
comprised mainly of journalists who do not belong to parties and who 
are not engaged in politics directly. This is my opinion and it may 

be more mature and sounder. When we discuss the issue of ownership, ve 
are concerned not only with the current ownership but also with the 
future ownership. We are discussing what is in existence at present 
and what is likely to emerge in the future. 





A supporting voice: There should be no decisions from above. I am 
talking from my partisan position. There should be no pre-conceived 
visualization and no decisions from above insofar as the future of the 
press is concerned--a visualization and decisions that are being 
formulated currently on the basis that this discussion will take its 
course and we will be ultimately given a premeditated and ready plan. 
This should not be. There should be absolute freedom in discussing 
the issue in its entirety. 


(Mingling of voices that become almost incomprehensible). 


Madihah al-Nahrawi: I propose that a canmittee be formed to define the 
general form of the journali:t's rights and duties. 








Voice from the hall: The Socialist Union's owmership has now ended 
and we are facing more than one owmership possibility, such as the 
transfer of the existing establishments into a public sector not tied 
to the Ministry of Information or to the Information Authority and 
the issuance of legislations that guarantee these establishments a 
degree of freedom. A second possibility is worker ownership, like 
AL-AHRAM's experience. A third form is the distribution of the 
newspapers and magazines among the country's various bodies and 
organizations. For example, the National Party can take a paper, the 
government another, the Coalition Party a third and the Federation 

of Workers and the other trade unions can take cther papers. Whoever 
has money can buy 2 paper. A fourth alternative is to offer shares to 
the market for ‘ription, thus turning the establishments into 
joint-stock com es, provided that a maximum is imposed for stock 
ownership. The vifth possibility which is projected only by very few 
and weak voices [sentence incomplete]. Jamal says that there is 
another visualization. 


Jamal Hamdi: What I mean is popular ownership. The workers and 
peasant federations and the public sector campanies can own a part 

of the stock of the present press establishments and the Higher Press 
Council can represent the owners. At this point, we should ask: Does 
the press make profits or does it not and is the profession of 
opinions like the factories that make profits? It is impossible [for 
this profession to be like profit-yielding factories}. This is why 
individuals will not buy its shares. There is no incentive for then, 
especially since all the present establishments are burdened vith 
heavy debts and riddled with numerous problems. To overcome this 
dilemma, we should re-value the press establishments and present them 
for sale to the public organizations and unions. 


Mustafa al-Barad’i: I believe that the press workers should own no less 
than 51 percent so as to have a controlling power and that the rest 
should be offered to the masses in the form of shares. I also 
propose that cooperative ownership be established and that the shares 
be rotational so that those who retire may turn them over [to the 
establishment] and collect their value. As for the elections, the 
board of directors should be elected by the general assembly and then 
this board should elect its chairman and the chief editor. The 
higher council should be not more than a professional council and 
should have nothing to do with the members insofar as disciplinary 
action and trials are concerned. There is the Journalists union that 
has the jurisdiction in this regard. The union's law stipulates 

this jurisdiction. 


Mahmud al-Maraghi: These words are not practical. If you assess the 
worth of AL-AHRAM, you will find that it is over 10 million [pounds]. 
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Mustafa al-Barad‘i: I am not assessing the value of AL-AHRAM or of 
any other paper. What I am saying that shares amounting to 2 millian 
pounds for AL-AHRAM and 1.5 million pounds for AL-—JUMHURIYAE be 
offered to the workers for subscription by a certain percentage and 
to the citizens by a certain percentage. In this case, ve vould be 
adding more capital to the already existing capital of the 
establishment. 


Horse and Cart 


Ucemah Ghayth: Before we discuss the form of ownership, ve must 

( ° uss the fundamental issue. How can the press be national? Is 
this cultural process actually tied to shares, the market and supply 
and demand or is it a process connected with the national reality? 

In my view, the press situation is tied to several factors that must be 
defined with utter clarity. I divide the press workers into two 
proups: The employees, and their interests as workers and management, 
and the reporters who are the professionals or the journalists whose 
work is tied to the concept of freedam and to the national concept. 
There is then the management, the organizational aspect and the aspect 
of the relations with the state agencies and with the various political 
forces. Therefore, we should define how the press can be national. 


We are in agreement on the impossibility of separating the form of 
ownership from the [freedom of] expression. Ownership is not an 

issue of profit because whoever wants to make profits can deal with the 
banks or with the stock market. The fundamental issue is that if we 
want a national press, then neither the trade unions, the professional 
unions nor any unions can own the press in any form. Neither can the 
citizens as individuals own the papers because we ultimately vant 

a press that reflects the view of all the citizens. 


When we determine the goals of the national press and when ve 
determine how to give this press its national quality, we will find it 
quite easy to understand why such a press is state-owned. This is 
why all of us here--we who constitute a big moral entity that has 
nothing to do with the public sector, with the private sector, with 
the People's Assembly or with anything else and who constitute an 
agency with its definite role in society--follow the state. 


Lutfi al-Khuli: To say the truth, it seems to me that there are 
several concepts with which ve should start. Naturally, I can see the 
interest in the discussion. The discussion on the future of the press 
is going on all over the world. According to the available statistics, 
we do not find in the world guarantees for the press, for its freedom 
or for giving people the truth. As an industry, the press is not 
profitable. If a paper gets 35 to 40 percent [of its revenues] from 
advertisements, it can cover no more than 65 to 72 percent of its 
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expenses. The belief that the press is a profitable industry is not 
correct. This is an extremely important point. When ve talk about 
the people who can get into the partnership, buy shares and benefit, 
we talk about press establishments that (product such profits) from 
commercial activities. Why does the NEW YORK TIMES lose? Because its 
primary task is to sell the opinions and political goals of the economic 
group and to present this group's assessment to the public opinion. 
What, therefore, is the fundamental issue in the press? What is the 
major force that directs a paper toward certain political and economic 
directions and that makes a paper present its reports in a certain 
manner? 


Under the capitalist system, it is the right of anybody, even a 
foreigner, to publish a paper. Every one has the right to express his 
opinion separately or within a group. When the situation in Burope 
changed after World War II, there emberged the so-called cooperative 
ownership, as in the case of the French LE MONDE. 


The socislist system is different in the sense that the papers express 
the view of political, unionis* or cultural organizations. In socialist 
countries where there are [political] fronts, each party in a front has 
the right to issue 4 paper. Along with these separate partisan papers, 
there is the paper of the front as a whole. 


When we came to organize the press, we were told: The press goes to the 
Socialist Union. The negative aspects of the Socialist Union reflected 
themselves in the press and both ended under government control. So ve 
are not moving in voic at present. We are moving on the basis of the 
renlity that the press is controlled by the government. There is no 
government in the world that gives the press the freedam that the 
journalists want. The way I view it, the question is: How can ve 
serve the relative freedam of the press in a manner that serves the 
Journalists and, at the same time, society as a whole? 


Insofar as owmership is concerned, we now control 49 percent of this 
ownership and I do not believe that we are stupid to relinquish this 
share. We must be represented in the management. There is the 
representation in the elections of the boards of directors. But ve 
know that this representation is superficial. What is required now is 
to change the ownership. 


The press family has ownership in the papers, considering that ve own 
49 percent of these papers. It is our right to appoint the directors. 
There is no need for share distribution as long as I continue to be 
the member of a paper. In such a case, appointment in a paper should 
be done through 4 collective contract. Under this formula, the union 
can cet into the picture. All the Journalists and all members 
reistered in the union can have one third the ownership of all the 





press establisiments. The talk about the Journalist's guarantees 
will then become realistic. The secasd third of the ownership can 
belong to the other workers in a press establishment and the state 
can have the right to dispose of the remaining third. 


The freedom of Lhe press can only come through actual practices. If the 
union gets stronger and turns into more than just a place for 
professional gatherings end if it makes the man-in-the-street feel 

that the union is not there Just to serve the interest of the 
Journalist but to serve society fundamentally, then the union will be 
met with positive response and respect when it offers any proposals. 


Saleh Jalal: Sefore embarking on the details, ve must realize that 
we will enter into a cultural confrontation with Israel. We must 
kes p this general observation in sind before we discuss anything, 
especially since our press has not yet assumed the scientific form 
that qualifies it for this confrontation. 


Egypt's Mind 


Ramsis al-Bakri: We are now living a partisan life and this is 
something healthy. Hevever, I wonder how a partisan person in a news- 
paper can free himself of his partisan inclination and think in 
national terms. Is this possible or not, especially since there is 
the fear that the national papers will always reflect the view of the 


majority party? 


I have noticed that there is a big interest in the questions of profit 
and of economics. Those vho are interested in these questions have 
forgotten that the press represents vhat we call the mind of Egypt. 

In fact, the mind of Egypt cannot be formed by the press alone. 
Consequently, I propose a form that cambines the professional unions 
and the intellectuals of all walks of life. These, along with the 
journalists, a national press council, a public opinion council or a 
press council with a wing for the intellectuals, can for Egypt's 
mind. 


Voice from afar: I believe that the Higher Press Council should include 
a group of people who have special status in society or a group of the 
most prominent literary figures and intellectuals vho should be 
members of the council. Society should participate through its 
intellectual leaderships in following up Journalistic ectivity, in 
formulating a kind of public opinions and goals and in shouldering the 
responsibility. We must have society participating in one way or 
another so that it may express itself and so that we may guarantee 
that we continue to reflect its view. There must be representation 
for society in the formulation of the strategy of press and 
information activity. This is the way the British Press Council 
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MINISTER SAYS NO PRE-CONCEIVED PRESS VISUALIZATION NEEDED 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 3 Sep 79 p 6 


[Article by ‘Isa Murshid: “Mansur Hansan Announces at First Meeting 
of Press Codification Committee: There Is no Need for Pre-conceived 
Visualization for Press; Self-Correction System That Guarantees 
Freedom and Objectivity of Press; Presenting Committee's Work for 
Democratic Dialogue} 


[Text] Mansur Hansan, the minister of state for the presidency, has 
seid that there is no need for the formulation of a pre-conceived 
visualization for the press, that all we wish for society is a free 
and objective press, that a self-correction system will be formulated 
from within to guarantee the press's freedas and objectivity and that 
there is no pre-conceived thinking that necessarily requires abolition 
of the journalists union. 


Hasan also said that the uniai, its role and its task are a subject 
presented for discussion in the committee to codify the authority of 
the press and that in the light of the objective discussion, the gouls 
and guarantees needed to be achieved vithin the framework of 
organizing the press will be determined. 


The committee to codify the authority of the press as the :ourth of 
the state's authorities held its first meeting yesterday under the 
chairmanship of Mansur Hasan, the minister of state for the presidency, 
to discuss the method of its work. At the outset of the meeting, the 
minister said that the committee to codify the authority of the press 
[Fourth Estate) is one of the practical results of President al-Sadat's 
dialogue sessions with the representatives of the trade and 
professional unions and with the clergymen in the month of Ramadan. 

He also said that whatever the committee formulates will be presented 
to the other journalists at hearing sessions to be held by the People's 
Assembly's Culture and Information Committee and to be attended by 
whoever is concerned. We will have thus brought the people to 
participate in the discussion. 
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The codification committee's discussions on its method of work lasted 
2 hours and the committee decided to address thanks to President 
Anwar al-Sadat for agreeing to have t.iis committee formed of 
journalists so that they may draw up ty *hemselves the rules on how 
the press serves society. The committce also agreed to hold 

several meetings to discuss the proposed constitutional amendment 

and the press code of honor. At the same time, the camittee 

agreed to form the following four action subcommittees: 


Codification and drafting subcommittee. 
Press history subcanmittee. 
Rights, duties and press organizations subcommittee. 


The subcommittee for financial, economic and administrative affairs 
of the press establishments. 


The subcommittees include members specialized in each sphere. The 
action subcommittees will continue their meetings this week. The 
general committee will meet next Sunday to begin the discussions. 
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ARTICLE CALLS FOR FORMING NEW PRESS COUNCIL CAREFULLY 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 3 Sep 79 p 7 


[Article by Dr Muhammad ‘Ali al-'Uwayni, Instructor of International 
Information at Information College; "Press Councils and Freedam of 
Press" ] 


[Yext] Freedom of the press is linked to the foundation of the so-called 
"press councils." The press councils work to bolster the freedom of 

the press so that it may not be just a superficial freedom or a facade 
and so that this freedom may not be exploited and stretched so far as 

to lead to chaos. This is why the press councils are a practical 
embodiment of self-censorship in the press. This means strengthening 
the freedam of the press within the framework of controls that bolster 
this freedom. 


The controls over the freedom of the press do not go beyond commitment 
to social responsibility. Any violation of the social responsibility, 
such as disseminating destructive principles, fighting society's 

basic values and beliefs or working for a foreign side, requires 
bringing the violator to account and inflicting the proper penalty on 
him. 


This is why the freedom of the press leads to the creation of the 

press councils, why the press councils are connected to self-censorship 
ir, the press, why self-censorship in the press is connected with the 
responsibility of the press and why the responsibility of the press is 
tied to social responsibility. 


Press Councils and Self-Censorship in Press 


The press councils are connected with democracy. The press councils in 
this case are the councils that perform their role genuinely and not 
superficially. Because these press councils carry out their 
responsibility, they are a4 major instrument of cammunication between 
rulers and peoples. if misused, these councils turn into an 

instrument of suppression and if used well, they are considered an 
instrument of persuasion and an instrument to bolster the rule of 
peoples and not the rule of the rulers. 
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Some Ango-Saxon writers believe that by secking to achieve self- 
censorship, these councils are tantamount to a court of cassation 
because they are a supreme arbiter in bolstering the freedam of the 
press. 


Press councils are present in numerous countries, the most important c 
which are the United States, Britain and the United Kingda [sic], 
the Netherlands, Canada, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Finland, West 
Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Turkey, Israel, India, New Zealand 
asd Japan. 


The British Press Council is comprised of an independent chairman who 
is a public figure that does not work in the profession of journalism 
ard of 20 members who work in the various journalistic fields, 

ir.ccluding some who belong to the British Press Institute, in addition 
to 10 members from among the masses. 


The British Press Council works to bolster the freedom of the British 
press and to preserve its qualities by enhancing its professional and 
Cccmmercial standards. This council also looks into the complaints 
concerning the conduct of the papers or the conduct of individuals or 
of organizations toward the papers. It discusses these complaints in 
ways that seem practical and proper and reviews the developments that 
may curtain or restrict providing the press with information concerning 
the public interest. The council also publishes reports on the 
developments that may lead to concentration or monopoly in the press 
and offers the proper statistics in this regard. It also publishes 
periodic reports on its works. 

If we consider the cases submitted to this council, we find that they 
are connected with inaccurate or misleading headlines, with 
exageperated and inaccurate reports, with issues of failure to 
jistinguish between what is real and what is expected, with failure 
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There is no doubt that the biggest danger threatening the press councii 
is the quality of people represented in it. It is time for us in the 
new upsurge of democracy to select the persons [council members] 
carefully, not to be deceived by hypocrisy, deception, trickery and 
pretenses and to benefit from experts in the age of specialization. 


This council needs members who reflect genuine morals to be placed in 
the right position that befits them. The council can combine both 
professionals and specialists. 


it is important to prepare for this council carefully so that it may 
not turn into a mere superficial facade, as has happened to a number of 
press councils in various countries where the freedom of the press has 
not been bolstered by such councils. 


Finally, the new Egyptian experiment may turn into the point drawing 


the attention of the Arab and devleoping peoples, if guaranteed 
success. 


RLok 
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OBSTACLES HAMPERING INDUSTRY CITED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic 1 Aug 79 pp 6-8 


[Article: "Visualization by National Production Council: Seven Obstacles 
Facing Egyptian Industry" ] 


[Text] In the last quarter century, industry has occupied the top place 

in the Egyptian industry and its production has come to represent 35 percent 
of the gross national production. Industry has thus surpassed the agricul- 
tural sector which predominated throughout the past centuries. 


Numerous obstacles have recently cropped up in the path of industrial 
development, thus slowing its development and upsurge. 


A report by the National Production Council defines these obstacles as seven 
fundamental obstacles that cover both the public and the private sectors: 


First, the unequal competion from the joint projects and from imported goods, 
considering that the open-door projects have acquired privileges and tax 
exemptions of which the national projects have been deprived at a time when 
the national products face strong competition from the foreign commodities 


that enter the country under the system of importation without money remit- 
tance and when some joint projects are permitted to import fully manufactured 
goods similar to what they are supposed to produce before these projects 


start their own production. This is done on the pretext of introducing the 
Egyptian consumer to these products. 


The production of the joint projects already approved may meet he country's 
needs with their local production. 


Therefore, the council's report recommends: 


Amending the open-door policy law to permit the national companies to enjoy 
privileges similar to those of the foreign investor. 
Approving joint projects included in the plan, allowing the Egyptian expertise 


establishments to participate ‘nm preparing the feasibility studies and 








subjecting these projects, if public money participates in them, to an audit 
[muhasibiyah] representing this money. 


Second, customs fees put the national products in a position not equal to 
that of the foreign commodities. Some examples of the cases of which the 
[national] industry complains are: 


The fees imposed on the production requirements are higher than the fees 
imposed on the fully manufactured imports. It is required that the fees on 
production requirements be less and not vice-versa. 


All the imports from the Arab Comaon Market are exempted from customs and 
commodity fees in accordance with the Arab Common Market agreement. Some 
imports from India and Yugoslavia are also exempted from one-half the fees 
in accordance with the trilateral agreement concluded with them. This also 
creates unequal competition for the local products on whose production re- 
uirements fees are imposed. What is needed is to limit imports from the tri- 
lateral agreement countries and from the Arab Common Market to types and 
quantities actually needed by the country, to amend the customs fees imposed 
on the production requirements imported to manufacture goods similar to 
those exported by these countries and to make these fees equal to the fees 
imposed on these imported goods by the exporting country so that a balance 
may be established between the locally produced goods and the goods imported 
from these countries. 


Third, the importation regulations affect the industry. Some state sectors 
are given the freedom to use their foreign currency appropriations to import 
goods similar to goods manufactured locally. Moreover, some of these 
imported goods are incompatible with the Egyptian standard specifications. 
There are many kinds of goods that have infiltrated from the free zones 

ato the local market without paying any fees. 


Fourth, the problems that cause the drop in production efficiency, such as 
the repeated electric power failures and the inadequacy of the transportation 
and communication facilities. Moreover, construction work and installation 
of the equipment consume more than one-half the investments. 


Fifth, the failure of the industrialization policy to deal with the deficit 
in the balance of trade even through our exports exceed our imoorts. This 
is made clear by the following: 


l. The industry has focused its investment plans or projects to product 
alternatives to imported goods, depending in this on the importation of a 
large part of the components of these goods and then on processing them locally. 


2. Failure in the industrialization plan to take into consideration inte- 
gration between the industrial sectors and the other sectors. Thus, the 
local production elements have not at all contributed toward the development 
of production and it has been impossible to reduce the rate of reliance on 
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the imported requirements as a result of the failure by the development 
plans to tie the various sectors with one another. 


3. As a result of the policy of importing commodity components and processing 
them locally, the base of the export industries has continued to be confined 
to almost one conventional sector, namely the cotton spinning and weaving 
sector. 


Sizth, there are tax burdens that do not encourage the citizens to partici- 
pate in the production projects. These burdens include: 


Failure to distinguish between the brackets imposed on activities producing 
quick returns and the brackets imposed on production projects that require 
years to produce a return and that are exposed to risks. 


After distributing their annual profits, the production projects retain 
rotated profits, reserves or appropriations for which they pay the set tax. 
These monies, a part of them or whatever remains of them may be redistributed 
on following years. If this happens, then the distributed profits are 

again subjected to the tax on movable assets even though these redistributed 
profits have already paid the tax due on them and even though they should 

not be subjected to tax payment again. The council's report believes that 

the tax law should be amended to correct these conditions. 


Separating the industrial profits tax from the commercial profits tax because 
they are different. 


Reducing the movable assets tax imposed on the income generated from profits 
of the joint-stock companies. 


Exempting rotated assets, reserves or appropriations when (covered by the 
immovable assets tax). 


Exempting the part of income used in industrial and agricultural production 
projects from the general income tax. 


Seventh, the need to set a timetable to develop the public sector factories 
through the employment of the modern means of technology. 


Concerning Public Sector: 

The council's report sete aside a section for the obstacles facing the public 
sector. These are seven obstacles that include: 

First, regarding the system of management: The council believes that the 
public sector should be freed from its subservience to the government's 
administration and thet ‘' suudgets should be separated from the state 


budget. 








Second, the flaw in the financing structure and the inadequate money liquidity: 
This is due to the inadequacy of the sources providing long-term financing 
to meet the investments of numerous companies. 


Shortage of public moncy. 


The fact that a large part of the rotatory assets of some companies is not 
liquid. 


Some of the most important causes leading to these problems are: 


1. The failure of the Ministry of Finance to meet its commitments to finance 
the investment projects that strengthen the companies. 


2. The impact of the decisions regulating the manner in which the companies 
dispose of their surplus self-financing on the financing and liquidity 
problems. 


3. Causes that are due to the slow circulation of the rotatory assets. The 
most important are: The inflated assets in stored requirements and ready- 
to-market production and the (debts owed by creditors and collection papers). 
The council believes that a complete program for financial and administrative 
reform should be formulated, that the losing companies be studied, that the 
possibility of bank participation in the capital of these companies with a 
part of the debts that these companies owe the banks be considered, that the 
assets that the government owes the public sector companies and other 
companies be settled from the treasury, that a timetable be drawn up for 
payment of whatever debts remain and that commercial methods be used in the 
transactions between the [public sector] companies. 


Third, the economic and price restrictions imposed on the public sector, thus 
affecting the level of the profits realized. The most important of these 
restrictions are: 


Setting the quality, value and price of certain products. 


The prices set for some local products that are lower than the costs of import- 
ing similar goods from abroad. 


The restrictions imposed on the industrial public sector's importation trans- 
actions. 


Fourth, the problems of project investment planning which lead to the delay 
of implementation. This is due to: 


The constant change in the investment plan, the reassessment of priorities 
over short periods and the carrying over of the targets of the long-term 
plan from year to year. 








The inadequacy of the executive planning, especially in regard to financing, 
construction works and coordination among projects. 


Fifth, the employment and labor problems, such as laws, regulations and 
wages and the employment of [set] numbers of workers annually--numbers that 
the companies do not need. Therefore, the companies should be given the 
freedom to draw up the regulations compatible with the work and production 
conditions and the freedom to tie wages and incentives to production. 


Sixth, problems pertaining to the selection and training of the top and 
middle managerial levels in the company. The report believes that it is 
necessary to be careful to select the managers of projects from among 
strong personalities with moral integrity. 


Seventh, raising production efficiency and drawing up timetables for realizing 
[certain] production. 
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WASTE IN PUBLIC SECTOR COMPANIES TO BE TACKLED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic ] Aug 79 pp 12-13 


[Article by Rajab al-Banna: “Report From Accounting Agency Aimed at Declaring 
War on Waste in Public Sector Companies” ] 


[Text] Recently, the cabinet'’s attention has been focused on pursuing all 
aspects of waste in all of its forms in the public sector and on studying 
these aspects to draw up a new policy to fill the holes and gaps that permit 
such waste. This is why the Accounting Agency devoted its efforts throughout 
the past year to study two fundamental issues: Examples of the idle capacities 
in the public sector and the unjustifiable spena‘ag in this sector. The 
agency recently completed its report which contains the audits conducted 

by its experts on the accounts and activities of the companies in 1977. The 
report defines the human, financial and mechanical capacities that are 
partially or completely idle in some companies or that are exploited 
uneconomically and in a manner that leads to freezing the growth of these 
capacities, to the loss of part of their efficiency or to the waste of some 
benefits that could have been realized. The report also includes the examples 
of the sums that are spent unjustifiably, without any urgent need or without 
any advance study on some projects before such projects are even implemented 
and before it is possible to assess the returns of the sums spent. This 

is incompatible with the policy of streamlining spending and affects the 
production costs and the outcome of work. 


Even though the agency had mentioned some of these aspects and observations 
in its reports for previous years, what is new this time is that this year's 
report has found its way to study and examiniation, despite its shortcomings 
and failures, as a result of the personal interest of Prime Minister Dr 
Mustafa Khalil in this issue. 


The Accounting Agency's report defines the following five reasons for the 
presence of idle capacities in some companies: 


1. Failure to conduct advance technical and economic studies before starting 
the implementation of projects. This has led to work stoppage in the projects 
and to keeping their imported equipment in its crates for years. 








2. The absence of a sound policy to supply the warehouses with their 
needs and to purchase extra raw materials and spareparts, in addition to 
the lack of coordination between the production and marketing policies. 
This has resulted in the pileup and stagnation of stocks. 


3. Failure to exploit some equipment that has been stored for years or the 
employment of such equipment wuneconomically as a result of breakdowns 
exceeding the hypothetical rates, as a result of the long time needed for 
repairs or as a result of numerous incidents. This is in addition to the 
failure to adopt the measures necessary to get rid of consumed aachinery 
and means of transportation that are no longer fit for use. 


4. The unavailability of some production requirements and raw materials 
needed for operation. 


5. The unavailability of financial allocations and the accumulation of 
debts owed [to the public sector companies] by clients as a result of laxity 
on the part of the collection and followup agencies. 


The Accounting Agency includes in the following chart examples of some units 
and the value of the idle capacities in them, as well as the reasons for 
these idle capacities: 


Value of Idle Capacities 


Name of Company in Pounds 1 2 3 4 
Egyptian Soap and Oils Company 327,000 x x 
Tanta Oils and Soap Company 212,000 x x 
(ESKO) 2,980,000 x 

Modern Textiles 638,000 x 

(Kima) 141,000 x 
Al-Nasr Coke Manufacturing Company 310,000 x 

Kafr al-Zayyat for Insecticides 235,000 x 
Dyes and Chemicals Company 1,522,000 x x 
Tanta Linen and Oils 227,000 x x 
Egyptian Wood Industry 359,000 x 
National Plastic 190, 000 x x 
Ideal Tanneries 2,100,000 x 
Al-Nasr Rubber Industry 721,000 x 
Al-Nasr Glass Industry 367 ,000 x 
Al-Nasr Metal Sheets Industry 504 , 000 x x 
Egyptian Electric Cables 5,800,000 x x 
Ideal 3,002, COO x x 
Philips 189,000 x x 
Egyptian Light Transportation Means 2,057,000 x x 
Al-Nasr Television and Electronics 410,000 x 
(Equipment) Industry 1,760,000 x x 
Al-Nasr Engineering and Refrigeration 284,000 x 
Egyptian Metal Installations R80, 000 x 








Value of Idle Capacities 


Name of Company in Pounds 1 2 3 4 § 
Egyptian Engineering and Tools 1,073,000 x x x 
Arab Radio and Transistor 479,000 x x 
Egyptian Mechanical Industries 1,260,000 x x 
Al-Nasr for Boilers 350,000 x 

Alexandria Shipyard 166,000 x x 
O11 Pipes 441,000 x x 

Egyptian Petroleuw 163,000 x «x 

Abu Za‘bal Chemicals 399,900 x x 
Egyptian Engineering Industries 5,100,000 x x 
fulwan son-Iran Industries 2,500,000 x 

Arab Foreign Trade 569 , 000 x 

Egyptian Cotton Ginning 595,000 x x 

Central Egypt Flour Mills 1,400, 000 x 

Food Supply Agency 302 , 000 , 
Al-Nil Trucking Company $71,000 x 

Al-Nil Car Repair 1, 984,000 x 

Cairo Public Transport 8,880,000 x x . 
Alexandria Passenger Transport 249,000 x x 
Egyptian Railroad 2,158,000 x x 


The aspects of waste underlined by the Accounting Agency as a result of exan- 
ining the accounts and activities of the companies in the fiscal year 1977 are 
the following: 


i. Excessive spending on incentive rewards, overtime pay, in-kind incentives 
and privileges, allowances and compissions, in addition to the excessive 
eaployment of temporary workers and of technicians from outside the unit 
concerned despite the availability of technical capabilities in such a wnit. 


'. Violation of contract terms, specifications and delivery schedules and 
the subsequent fines shouldered by the units, the conclusion of contracts 
with other parties to produce spareparts that the company does not need 
and assigning works to sub-contractors [mugqawili al-batin] despite the 
availability of excess labor and idle mechanical capacity. 


3. The high rates of loss and damage in production and in storage and the high 
costs of machinery maintenance because of the old age of the machines, in 
addition to the excessive use of spareparts and production requirements. 


4. Starting to add projects and then discarding them or failing to complete 
them due to the failure to conduct advance technical studies on such project 
or for fallure to secure the allocations, despite the large sums owed the 
companies by other sides as a result of laxity on the part of the collection 
agencies or as a result of giving expanded credit facilities without the 
presence of sufficient collateral. 








>. Repairing vehicles is tside maintenance shops despite the presence of 


such shops in a ounber of spanies, failure to fully exploit the vehicles 
owned by a company, the high costs of maintenance and repair and high ive] 
consumption for lack of contro] <r these aspects and the excessive leasing 
of vehicles on the part of unbe if companies. 

6. Failure to « entrate mbine the purchase operations in the hands 
of the department mceerned. This results in excessive purchases on direct 
rders and in the loss of the advantages of wholesale purchases so as to 

pet the best pric the best quality. Following is a number of companies 


in which all r me | these aspects became evident: 


Number of Aspect 


Name of Company l 2 3 4 5 6 
Al-Noasr Preserved Food 7 
Egyptian Salt and da x 
Alexandria Oils and Soap x 
fanta Oils and Soap x 
Cairo Oils and Soay x 
United Arab lextil-« x x 
Al-Savyyuf Textile x 
A\l-Mahallat Synthet ix Lie o 
Upper Eaypt Textile * x 
Al-Nasr Fertilizers x 
Abu Za*bal Fertilizers x x x 
Kafr al-Zayvat Insecticid x x 
National Plasti x x 
Industrial Gases x 
Al-Nasr wolas ind (rysta x 7 
feyptian Aluminum x x 
Public Metal Compan’ x x 
Feyptian Copper Factor » 
Lgyptian Electri ‘ - 
h celta Industri . x 
Rallroad Equipment x 
\i-Nasr Engineer x 


Al-Nasr Electrica 


\l=N r tor tear x 

exandria Mets ¥ x 
Leyptian Cerami x x 
Public Pottery | wt . « 
Levyptian Phosp! 
Publi hRiectri t 
\l-wadi Crop Ex x x 
(Comm ercial Lagat x ~ 
Port id +? 

haral t . 





Number of Aspect 


Name of Company l 2 3 4 > 6 
Al-Ahram Consumer Cooperatives x x 

Public Silos Company x x 

Greater Cairo Bakeries x x 

Fastern Delta Bus Company x x 
Central Deita Bus Company x x 

Al-Nil Trucking Company x 
Cairo Public Transport x x 
Construction Planning Authority x x 
Cable Communications Authority x 








EGYPT 


MEANS TO INCREASE LOCAL SAVINGS DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic 15 Aug 79 pp 13-16 
[Article by Dr ‘Ali Sabri Yasin: “Why Are Saving Resources Escaping” ] 


[Text] Savings with their -irious dimensions are one of the issues to which 
authorities concerned in all countries generally, and in the developing 
countries in particular, are required to devote full attention. In this 
phase through which the country is passing and which requires consolidated 
efforts to bolster the country’s economy, we need to cast a comprehensive 
glance at our available resources, the efficiency of their distribution and 
their economic and efficient uses. 


Savings are synonymous to resources, at least in the long run. They should 

be the backbone of development and the factor that determines its capabilities 
ind rates in the medium range. Savings are the outcome of the interaction 

of several social and economic factors that do not make it easy to determine 
the means that have their impact on the rates of these savings or on the 
direction of their employment. Perhaps failure to take this fact into 
consideration has led to the obvicus failure of many of the financial and 
monetary policies that have sought to influence the savings. 


If the realization of a stable rate of growth is largely connected with the 
realization of rising rates of savings and with the efficient channelling 
of these savings--both of which constitute two inseparable issues--then the 
question that poses itself is represented in: 


The degree of the sufficiency of our local resources in comparison to the 
development requirements on the one hand; 


The possibility of channelling these resources toward the realization of 
our investment goals on the other hand, 


In light of our economic conditions and in the light of the outcome of 
our actions and experience, we believe that it is extremely necessary to 
follow paths totally different from the paths that are being followed 
currently. It is required that the fundamental goal consist of learning 








the saving capabilities and their resources and not just what is saved and 
its inclinations. In this regard, the concept of economic surplus may shed 
enough light to lead us to the right path. The said concept has been the 
subject of lengthy scientific discussions among economists influenced by 

the socialist thought and among thers. However, what is of concern to us 
is to develop this concept and tv use it as an inlet to assessing the saving 
policies and means. 


The initial concepts of our economic surplus can be represented by the 
difference between the total incomes on the one hand and the fundamental 
living necessities on the other. It can be thus safd that the abovementioned 
surplus represents the maximum that the financial vessels can resort to in 
order to supply the various resources to meet the investment requirements. 
However, ii we take into consideration certain standards of living and the 
right of the individuals to a degree of luxury, then the difference in this 
case between the incomes and what can be channelled toward investment 
generally, both consumer and non-consumer investment, reflects--in our view-- 
the saving potentials or saving capacity. But practically, a significant 
percentage of the incomes ana resources is channelled unwisely and the 

rest is channelled toward savings. 


Therefore, we expect for the country an economic surplus and a saving capacity, 
which constitutes the indicator of this surplus, in addition to the attained 
savings that reflect the realized rate of this capacity. 


What we truly believe is that this comprehensive view sliould constitute the 
foundation for building the development plans. The economic surplus 
represents the maximum growth potentials. Seeking growth rates that exceed 
this maxinum, as has happened in Egypt in a number of years, leads to bottle- 
necks restricting the supply of main commodities and affecting the citizens’ 
iife. Moreover, failure to take the saving potentials into consideration 

has caused the failure to achieve the required rates of development, thus 
creating an automatic rush for borrowing from abroad or for setting growth 
rates lower than those that could have been realized. 


The tact is that differentiating between the saving capacity and the savings 
actually made is an important thing. The predominant view currertly is focused 
on the savings actually made and this has led to unsound results that have 

had their impact on the rates and inclinations of development, ar.d even on 

the degree of the effectiveness of the various economic weans in attracting 

and channelling the savings. Moreover, the dimensions of the development 
itself have veen affected by the defined rates of the actually made savings 

and by the faiiure to take the saving potentials into consideration. 


We believe that adapting the development policies generally on the basis of 
the economic surplus and of the saving capacity is not just theoretical] 
thinking and analysis but that it is a matter that is largely compatible 
with the scientific inclinations, especially the inclinations prevailing in 
our countries. This adaptation depends on the possibilities of determining 
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Policies at the ievel of tne es llowing sectors: 


ite tamiiy sector. 


The business (both public a private) sector. 
The governmenta! ector. 
Insofar as the first sector is cerned, attaining an economic surplus 


lepends fundamentally on defining the concept of life essentials, considering 
that the surplus consist f the difference between the incomes earned and 
these essentials. Wit it embarking i numerous details, there are numerous 
urrent studies neerned with i me distribution that contain a detailed 
examination of these essenti s, that translate them into figures and that 
mpare them with incomes. it in be generally said that the issue differs 
reatliy, depending on t he ri sumption patterns and social standards. 
What is considered a luxury *f © sses (cars, for example) is con- 
sidered essential for other Ss. m this basis, we can also reach the 
saving potentials estabiishs listinction between wise spending and 
mwise spending, both in tt mer and non-consumer forms. We mean by the 
nsumer spending that type t spending whereby a part of the incomes 
incoupatible with the indivi i me is channelled toward the purchase 
f some luxury goods. : mer spending is represented fundamentally 
mulation of iluabie s the tendency to channel a part of the 
urplus income toward the pur f gold jewelry or the purchase of land 
} 


th price ind thet ea i iT exploited. 


As for the busine sector, ‘ nomic surplus can be represented in the 
ro income of which the minimum needed for running an establishment's 
business is deducted. An est ishment's saving capacity is represented in 
the degree of its abilit realize surpluses that can be channelled toward 
investment. Thus, if we a that an establishment has realized a net 


urpius of one million pour : r example, and that this establishment could, 
wever,. realize a ipoer : ith the same produ tion volume y saving 


ome wages and by increasing it roductivity, then this means that the 
est ‘hi ij soe} : ivi : ) Lt . . * ¢ if ’ : t 1 | savings. Similarly, 
we consider a inwise spenditr t nnelling of the surpluses toward 


pheres incompatible wi interest. 


The ivernment a] ving ij represented by the difference between the 


rdinary revenus | the investment spending. Consequently, 
t he eficit in the gener et represents negative savings whose rates 

, e reduced { ream! i is established. Similarly, channelling 
the investment pendi + itible wit! the plan's goals 
repre Trt ‘ 


the lieht f t he earn the tendencies of the actual 


ivines which are ider , the abovementioned concepts, 
the rate of the svine fi ed, e individual savings can be 
ery , 7 patec ror rhe " } ¥ ; ‘ ' ‘ the ? sllowing 








l ‘he gross national production-the net general revenues = the total 
individual income available. 


1/2 The total individual income-the individual consumption = the total 
individual savings. 


The abovementioned conclusions can be reached in another way as follows: 


2/1 The total investment-the net foreign loans = the total individual 


savings. 


2/2 Total local savings-public (governmental) savings = total individual 
Savings. 


The savings can also be learned from the saving vessels themselves. This is 
what we will focus on as demonstrated in the following chart (Chart No 1). 


As demonstrated by the above cited chart [chart not cited], the local savings 
have amounted to (in million pounds): 


1976 1977 1978 1979 
Value 987 1,508 1,014 1,074 
Change Over Preceding Year 628 521 -494 60 


By comparing the resources with the investment requirements, the following 
becomes evident (in million pounds): 


1975 1976 1977 1978 
Inve.tments 1,328 1,580 2,050 2,264 
Savings 359 987 1,508 1,014 
Deficit 969 593 42 250 
Percentage 72% 37.52 26.4% 557 


it is evident from the above chart that the local savings were not enough to 
meet the investment reculrements. 


The local resources are «<‘istributed between the public sector and the private 
sector as follows (percentage): 


1976 1977 1978 1979 

Public Sector $9.9 63.7 61.1 61.4 
Private Sector (Business Sector 

plus Family Sector) 40.1 36.3 18.9 18.6 
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sector represents the main source of local savings and its 


sking an upward turn. The private sector’s savings also 


t place. Even though these savings have taken a limited 
jleclining, we find that the situation will be different 


7, 


, especially if we take the abovementioned 
onsideration. 


es, there are three sources of saving in the 


e pu i sector's saving tendencies indicate five 


lic sector companies represents the main 


ivings. 


savings (the deficit in the current general budgets) 
ted the realized saving rates, even though this deficit 
red the surplus achieved by the pub'‘c sector companies 


savings realized by the public sector companies, 
rose from 644 million pounds in 1975 to 960 
iropped gradually to 637 million pounds in 


i e negative saving of the government services 
t 428 million pounds in 1975, dropped to 
11 6, declined dramatically to 168 million pounds 


is in 19/78. 


ector s savings fluctuated in an 
ir nd this fluctuation has had its impact 
e development that requires stable 


nations realized in the public sector 
it | nditions that have prevailed 
ve take into consideration: 


t ed e tre } iget def 1. it by 











The expected impact of the revenues of the Sinai vil wells which amounted 
to nearly 550 million pounds in 1978 and which are expected to rise to nearly 
800 million pounds in 1979 and to continue to rise in the next 5 years; 


The structural assessment of the public sector companies seeking to increase 
these companies’ realized savings and, consequently, to reduce the deficit 
in the general budgets; 


If we take all this into consideration, then it is assumed that these factors 
will have their impact in the future on the capability of the government 
services sector to realize savings. 


As for the private business sector, its realized savings in comparison to 

the total savings realized ranged between 1975 and 1978 from 49 percent to 

22 percent. Despite the downward tendency in the said years, the facts 
indicate that this sector's relative importance will escalate in the coming 
vears. The tendencies of the general policies are clear in providing all 

the conditions conducive to the prosperity of this sector. By its very 

nature and by the presence of the saving tendencies in it, there is no 

doubt that this sector will become one of the most important sources of 
savings in Egypt and that the impact of this sector will be felt in the 

volume of the savings realized in Egypt generally. The family sector's 
contribution to the total savings has ranged from 33.5 percent in 1975 to 16.6 
percent in 1976. This sector has also been subject to obvious fluctuations in 
the past 5 years. 


The realized savings, though unable to meet the investment requirements, as 
ilready pointed out, constitute only a part of our saving capacity. If we 
take the previously mentioned criteria into consideration--the criteria 
that demonstrate that unwise spending in all its consumer and non-consumer 
-orms represents that unrealized part of this capacity which can be resorted 
to in order to meet the investment requirements--it vill become obvious to 
us how high the actual saving rates can rise. At the level of the national 
economy in its entirety, the presence of a surplus saving capacity that 
goes unexploited is something that is dictated by the nature of our non- 
industrial country which is dominated by the non-cash sectors that are 
represented fundamenta!ly by the countryside whose inhabitants have not yet 
become accustomed to the banking and financial channels. (This has caused 
the currency issued to exceed by nearly 40 percent the currency demand). 
The vast saving capacity can become still more obvious if the non-consumer 
(investment) spending of the various production sectors is streamlined. 


Perhaps the clearest examples of the large saving capacities at the level 
of the family sector are: 


he incomes of craftsement. 


The surplus incomes of the Egyptians working abroad. 





It is obvious that the real incomes of the craftsmen working in the country 
generally have risen greatly in comparison to their living needs which are 
compatible with their consumption patterns. Consequently, their economic 
surplus and their saving capacity have risen without any comparable rise 

in their actual savings. 


Similarly, the increasing economic surpluses and saving capai‘.y of the 
Egyptians working abroad have not been clearly reflected in the actual 
savings. As pointed out by the minister of economy and economic cooperation 
in his statement to the People’s Assembly on the 1979 budget, the value of 
the savings of Egyptians rose from 83 million pounds in 1974 to nearly 700 
million pounds in 1978. This figure does not reflect the full surplus 
remitted. There is a considerable percentage that is remitted in the form 
of luxury consumer commodities whose value amounted to nearly 600 million 
pounds in 1978. If we add to the above, the foreign currency deposits 
entrusted by these workers to the Egyptian banks and amounting to nearly 200 
million pounds, we find that the srplus of the Egyptians working abroad 
amounts to nearly 1.5 billion pounds. Therefore, the rate of remittances 
considered as savings does not exceed 44 percent of the total surplus 
remitted. If we add to the above the fact that the said surplus in all its 
forms represents only a small percentage of what these workers earn and 
which they xeep in banks abroad in the form of valuables, the value of the 
unexploitecd capacity in this regard will become evident to us. 


In the light of the aforementioned, it is extremely important to consider 
the means that can: 


Attract these surpluses or, in other words, increase the rate of the saving 
ipacities= exploited. 


Channel the savings toward the sphere most compatible with the national 
economy's interest. 


As we have already pointed out, each of the two aspects is completely tied 


with the other. Thus, economic and financial planners should not separate 
these two aspects. Considering that detailed views and evaluation of 

the applied conditions of each of the two aspects require a lengthy study, 

we will confine is elves here ¢t iting some general criteria that we deen, 
ut of experience, important: 

First, distinguishing the means that rel nm giving the individuals incentives 
to save and the means that force them t save, such as taxes and other means. 
Second, their fundamental inclination toward unwise spending. Consequently, 
they [surplus incomes] have net led to increasing the actual burdens on these 


Income 


Third, the impact of the means used should no. be confined to transferring 
the savines from one vessel] to another but setould seek to raise the rate of 


the realized avines capa tie: r the net savings. 
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PUBLIC SECTOR'S MANAGEMENT, MANPOWER PROBLEMS EXAMINED 
Cairo AL~AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic 1 Aug 79 pp 17-19 
[Article: “Administrators’ Visualization for Development of Public Sector™] 


[Text] Im the conference held by the administrative leaders program at 

the Central Organization and Management Agency t« “iscuss development of the 
public sector in light of the economic open-door ;-licy, more than one study 
made on the spot was presented to define the effects of the open-door policy 
on the public sector companies. These studies included proposals for workers 
and researchers in the public sector. 


Generally, the administrators believe that there are common problems from 
which the public sector has been euffering for a long period and that these 
problems need to be re-examined in light of the new changes in the economic 
policy. The problems include: 


Financing: The problem of the public sector companies is how to finance the 
investments they need for maintenance work, expansion, development and new 

projects. This can be done through raising their capital by way of one of 

the following proposals: 


Principle of partnership through participation by the Egyptian banks instead 
of loans with interest and open drawing, as well as participation by the 
Egyptian insurance companies as a new partner in investments, participation 
by workers and by the private sector as a main goal of the open-door policy 
aimed at encouraging personal savings to contribute and foreign participation 
(Arab and foreign capital) by a percentage of no more than 25 percent, 
provided that these sources are used to finance a production plan that can be 
realized on well-studied scientific bases and provided that the policy of 
drawing up production programs is done away with. 


Product pricing: The conferees support giving the companies the freedom to 
set their prices. This does not mean that the state should not intervene 
to exercise control over the market. The state may resort to compulsory 
pricing in some cases and may set the profit components as part of the 
price components in other cases. The state may also adopt measures to 





protect new industries, provided that all the units, and not just the pablic 
sector, abide by this policy. But if the state wants to provide the people 
with goods or services at suitable prices, then it can purchase them from 
the companies at market prices, supply these goods and services at the 

prices it deems fic and shoulder the difference in the two prices. If this 
is applied, then there will be no fear if a foreign partner enters the public 
sector companies because Egyptian representation in the boards of directors 
of these companies can Jirect the management to serve the Egyptian economy 
and to allow [foreign] participation in spheres where the feasibility 

studies prove that such participation would make a real addition to production 
and will enhance the capability for export competition. 


Employment policy: The government employment regulations that are applied 
to the public sector pose a big obstacle in the face of this sector. The 
boards of directors of this sector should be given the freedom in regard to 
the policy of appointment, promotion and other aspects within the framework 
of general rules agreed upon for similar activities. 


Wage policy: Application of the government workers wage scales to the public 
sector workers causes many of this sectors’ workers to move to other places 
with higher wages, such as the Arab countries and the private companies. It 
is time to formulate wage scales that tie wages to production. It is also 
time to study raising the government wages in a line parallel to that of the 
public sector. 


Excess labor: Some units experience from an imbalance in their working 
forces. This labor consists predominantly of craftsmen and professionals who 
are in their forties and who suffer from vocational or environmental symptoms. 
There is also an imbalance in the employment of youths graduating from 

junior high schools and resulting from the districtuion of the work force. 

In thic regard, the dis.ribution of labor must be re-examined. 


Labor training: As a result of labor drain, it has become necessary to 

focus on training youths in the various fields so as to - ‘ke up for the 
current shortage. It has also become necessary to expar vocational educa- 
tion so that excess labor may be exported to the Arab cou ‘ies, provided 

that the loaned worker pay an annual tax and social securi:y payments 
amounting to 17 percent [of what?]. The periodic pay increases and promotions 
should be stopped for the loaned worker until he returns to his place of 

work at the end of his leave without pay. 


Lack of feeling of public ownership on the part of those in charge of the 
public sector and their utilization of the public money to serve their 
personal interests at a time when the country is suffering from a shortage 
of financing. 


Labor relations: They have been dominated by the political inclinations, 
thus hindering the management's performance of its work efficiently. 
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Multiplicity of public sector activities: As a result of this multiplicity, 
problems have emerged because of the lack of expertise on the part of the 
leaderships and because of the lack of trained labor. The most important 

of these problems are the poor services of the service and information sector, 
such as hotels, cinema activities and transport. The studies believe that 

the public sector should confine its activity to the sphere of heavy 
industries. The projects that need to have their productivity raised can 

be included with the foreign partnership projects. 


Personnel Management 


More than an on-the-spot study was presented to the conference, including a 
study by Dr Fu'ad Isma‘il of al-Azhar School of Commerce, on personnel manage- 
ment under the canopy of the open-door policy. Because skilled labor has 
emigrated from the public sectirto the joint companies, the problem of 

skilled labor will continue to exist in the sector for the next 5 years. 

The actual investment figures point out that the targeted employment for 

the joint projects that started production or that were still in the stage 

of implementation by 30 June 1978 amounted to 105,000 work opportunities 

with targeted wages of 76 million pounds. As a result, there are some 
problems facing the public sector in regard to personnel: 


First, insofar as the drain of skilled labor and middle and higher level 
managerial skills from the public sector--a drain that is expected to rise 

in the future--is concerned, it is required that effective systems be formu- 
lated to plan manpower in the companies so as to avoid shortages or excess 

and that the population growth be utilized as a skilled work force. It is 
also necessary that the [public sector] companies improve their working 
conditions, establish trust between the workers and the management and bolster 
communication between the two sides. 


Second, evaluation of the administrative problems and programs with the aim 
of preparing higher manageme t personnel. The researcher demonstrates the 
spheres of evaluation by raising the following questions: 


What are the development spheres that must be enhanced, what are the measures 
that have to be taken to achieve the goals and what are the signs indicating 
achievement of the required success? 


Third, the entry of the joint companies into the work market has created 

a disparity of wages. There are now four markets for labor, led by the 
joint projects, then the Egyptian private sector and some sections of the 
public sector which have been able, due to their special circumstances, to 
establish incentive regulations la.gely compatible with the wage increases, 
chen the public sector companies and, finally, the government apparatus. 
These markets throw on the shoulders of the personnel management of the 
public sector the heavy burden of developing incentive and wage systems in 
light of the developments in the labor market. 





Fourth, the group least inclined to leave the public sector companies has 
been the group comprised of recent university graduates. This shows that 
the joiat companies are attracting experienced labor. This is why it is 
required not to force the public sector companies to employ the university 
graduates that exceed their need and why it is necessary to streamline the 
policy of graduate appointment. 


Example of Public Sector Problems 


Regarding the marketing problems facing the public sector companies, ‘Ali 
lbrahim "Abd-al-Rabman from the Cairo Food and Perfume Essence Company 
presented an applied research from his company as an example for the other 
companies. He pointed out that after the door of isportation was opened, 
the compeny has been alsost unable to keep its customers and that its 
decliring position threatens the continuation of its activities under 
conditions of unequal competition. Previously, the company had been in an 
almost monopolistic position and had disregarded the consumer's wishes and 
needs for certain products as a resuit of the fact that there was such a 
high demand for its products. This had put the company in a seller's market 
8 a result of the demond which exceeded the supply to the degree that 
unconventional middlemen appeared in the market of its products. This 
decline became especially clear after the public sector companies, which had 
been previously dealing with this company in accordance with the policy 
requiring the public sector consumer companies to deal with the public 
sector production companies, [started to deal with other companies]. The 
volume of the Cairo Food Essences Company's transactions with the public 
sector companies had anounted to 70 percent of the company's sales. 


This is why the company decided to re-examine the existing policies in the 
light of a scientific study of all the marketing elements and to draw up 
a new framework for its marketing policies. Moreover, the Ministry of 
Industry issued several recommendations to bolster the company, including 
a recommendation to compel all the companies in the food, soap and 
detergent industries sector to purchase their needs from this company. 


Administrative Effects 
An on-the-spot research conducted by Dr Amin al-Dirghani of the Hulwan Univer- 
sity's School of Commerce that the open-door pi ‘icy has had man- :er‘al effects 


on the public sector, some positive and some negative. 


First, Positive Effects: 


The endeavor by the public sector companies to develop their production, seans 
of advertising and market research and to improve the standard of the 

service they offer their clients. The importation policy has made spareparts 
and transportation units available. Use has been madeof the foreign financing 
companies and organizations to acquire financing and other banking services. 
Contact and dealings have been established with foreign expertise and use 

has been made of modern technology. 
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Chart No 2 


Order of Administrati:e Problems in Terms of Multiplicit 
Before Open-Door Policy 
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INTERVIEW WITH SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 19 Aug 79 p 10 


[Text] | Abdolhaiim Khoddam, Deputy Pi: .ne Minister, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, and member of the Regional Command Council of the Ba'th 

party, who is considered the second in cormand and the planner of Syrian 
foreign policy, is 44. He is well known in the Middle East because of his 
dynamism and clear political foresight. He has miraculously survived 
several attempts on his life. His enemies have lodged many accusations 
against him and have held him responsible for causing Syria to side against 
Palestine and progressive Lebanese forces in Lebanon's internal war 3 years 
ago. However, Mr Khoddam has ignored these charges and has been stubbornly 
continuing his policies over the past 10 years, in the above mentioned posts, 
Saying: "My purpose is to serve Syria and the Arab community of nations." 


Mr Khoddam's interview by KEYHAN is being reproduced herebelow: 


- Your Excellency; what have been the results of the talks you have held 
to date with highranking Iranian officials? 


~ Negotiations which I have conducted with my Iranian brethren have been very 
cordial. We have seen eye to eye on all problems discussed thus far. 
Naturally, these negotiations have mostly involved the strengthening of ties 
between our two nations and the choice of best roads and facilities for the 
development of wide-ranging relations between us. 


Likewise, we have surveyed the general situation in the Middle East. I am 
most satisfied with the results of these negotiations and consider them very 
Significant. 


- How do you view future Iran-Syrian relatioms? 


- In the future our two countries will undergo beneficial transformations 
and will make strides in all fields, especially since the leadership of our 
two countries sees eye to eye on all fundamental issues in the Middle East. 





Moreover, Our two countries enjoy very strong historical ties which pranpt 
us co foster them. The dictatori.l regime of the deposed Shah would create 
artificial roadblocks to obstruct political relations between Iran and Syria. 
However, now, after the great victory of the Iranian Islamic Revolution, we 
realize that the doors have opened up for the development of fraternal ties 
between Arab countries, especially Syria, ard Iran. 


- Are there any d.fferences between Iran and Syria concerning certain issues? 


- No. In our talks we have encountered no difference. As I have said earlier, 
we have had a camplete meeting of the minds qm all issues discussed thus far. 
This afternoon we are going to continue our talks with Iranian officials. 


- Imam Khomeyni has declared Friday as "Jerusalem Day." What impact do you 
think will that action have upon the Islamic world? 


- Unquestionably that was a momentous action. History will record that 
progressive step of Imam Khameyni as an important historical development. 
This action will have great repercussions in all Islamic countries: on that 
day, Moslems will stage demonstrations and marches to liberate Jerusalem 
and Masjed Aqsa [name of 2 famed mosque in Jerusalem]. Thus such an 
action will prove to be an important step for all the world's Moslems 

to liberate Jerusalem and occupied Arab lands, and to restore the rights of 
the Palestinian people, which have been trampled under Zionist boots. We 
value this thoughtful action of Imam Khomeyni very much and will remember it 
with gratitude. 


- Speaking about Palestine, would you please indicate what upheavals has 
the Iranian Islamic Revolution brought about in Arab ‘ands of the Middle 
East and what impact has it had upon the Arab-Israel struggle? 


~ The Iranian Islamic Revolution is one of the most important events in 

modern history. Unquestionably it hes had a great impact, not only upon 

our region, but upon most sections of the world. The victory of the Revolution 
in Iran over forces of evil has also been paramount in maintaining the 

balance of power in the Middle East in favor of the national liberation 
movement against Zionism and imperialism. 


Thu; we see that, after the victory of the Iranian Revolution, the United 
States has engaged in rash actions, such as involving Egypt's ruler, Anvar 
Sadat, in a cesspool of treason for the purpose of replacing the deposed Shah 
in the Middle East. 


Same of you may have overlooked the historical significance of that Revolu- 
tion. However, in the near future, you shall see that the Iranian Revolution 
has had great results and a profound impact. The major issue which was demons- 
trated as a result of that Pevolution is the historical role of nations in 
determining their individual destiny. Goverrments which ignore the fate of 











their people may be able to rile for a short time, but they can never 
continue their rule for ever. Hence, that is where the historical importance 
of the Islamic REvolution lies. In Syria we have sided with that Revolution 
fran its inception until its victory and ever since: as I have mentioned, 
that Revolution's victory has, in fact, been a step towards restoring the 
balance of power in the Middle East, in our unremitting struggle with our 
enemy, Zicqnisn. 


- In the course of wars against Israel. the Arabs have followed an ideology 
of Arab kinship and ethnicity. In other words, those wars have been labeled 
as ethnic wars between the Arabs and Zionism, the aggressor. Now, after the 
victory of the Iranian Islamic Revolution, and the resumption of the ideology 
of Islamic unity, one of whose pillars consists in a holy war against 

enemies, don't you feel that it is preferable to wage war against Israel as 

a religious wer against the Zionist enemy? 


- There is no contradiction here between the Arab-Israel war and the Islam 
Zionism war. We, Arabs, say that Palestine is part and parcel of the Arab 
homeland and that the Palestinian people is part of the Arab community of 
nations. And because the aggressive attack of Zionism is aimed at the 
Palestinian people, it is natural that the Arab community of nations will 
rise against such an invasion, occupation, and domination of a ae and 
imperialism. It is, likewise, natural that the Islamic community, for 

various reasons, including Jerusalem, should side with the Arabs. Islam is 
naturally opposed to aggressions by Zionism and imperialism. Islam has 
always been opposed to oppression. Hence, Moslems mist come to the assistance 
of one another. Moslems ought to support truth and justice, and condemn 
occupation, oppression, and falsehood. Thus, there is no contradiction 
between Arab response to Zionist aggression and Moslems’ response to that 
aggression: the two complement each other. 


Imam Musa Sadr 


- Your Excellency, the Imam Musa Sadr case is an important issue for us, 
Iranians, and we are particularly sensitive to it. What news do you have 
in that regard? 


- We are extremely sensitive to that issue: not only Musa Sadr is a close 
friend of President Hafez Asad, but he is also cme of the greatest Lebanese 
political leader. 


He is among a few Lebanese leaders who has vehemently opposed both Zionist 
aggression against Lebanon and Palestine, and the secret Zionist plan aimed 
at partitioning Lebanon. We value Musa Sadr very mich. That is why his 
disappearance is a sad amd painful incident for us. We have been doing the 
utmost to trace his whereabouts. Perhaps you are unaware of many things 
about Imam Sadr, but we know him better than you Iranians. 














We know what sacrifices he has made for Lebanon and Palestine in oblitera- 
tin traces of Zionist tyranny, oppression, and aggression in southern 
Lebanon. We are asking God the Almighty to assist us in our search so that 
he returns safe and sound to his family and country. 


- A few days ago we again read ir the papers that Imam Sadr is still in a 
Libyan prison. Does the Syrian government possess any information confirming 
Or denying such reports? 


- Actually we can neither confirm nor deny such reports. The Libyan govern- 
ment claims that Imam Sadr is not in Libya. We have exerted many efforts to 
search for him in Italy, France, FRG, and shall continue looking for hin, 
because, as I have already pointed out, our close relations with Musa Sadr 
and humane considerations concerning his family compel us to contime 
searching. 


- In your judgement, what are chances of finding him alive? 


~ Man must always be cptimistic. Actually chances of finding him alive are 
quite good. 


- Syrian-Iragi relations have seemingly entered a new phase. On one hard, 
after President Asad's tour of Iraq, it was stated that the union of the 

two countries would soon be announced; un the other hand, a few days after 
that announcement, in Bacdad, Sadam lioseyn replaced Hasanolbekr. Now there 
are rumors purporting that this was a coup d'etat against that union. What is 
the Syrian government's view regarding this issue? 


- In fact an Iragi-Syrian agreement to bring about the union of the two 
countries in the future was made public. We have always considered Arab 
unity as a major national goal:when Arabs are disunited they are very 
vulnerable, become tyrannized, and are incapable of progress. The Arab 
cammunity of nations is like an automobile: if they separate its wheels 
and engine, it will not move. Hence, we Syrians, in the past, at present, 
and in the future, have always striven towards Arab unity. 


Under present sensitive circumstances for the Arab community, Arab unity 

is more than ever paramount. The Arab community feels Sadat's treason and 

is confronted by the U.S,-Israel plan of domination. That compels us, nore 
than at any other time, to make available opportunities and facilities 
enabling us to counteract that plan. Naturally we cannot say that every 

Arab country may, alone, withstand fareign aggression. However, with unity, 
Arab countries may counteract Israeli aggression. That is why we are striving 
towards unity. 


We hope that these eftorts will bear positive results, but it goes without 
saying that such a course calls for massive efforts ard much patience. We 
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trust the Arabs will have the necessary forebearance. As for Albakr's 
resignation, I must say that prior to resigning, in a letter to President 
Hafez Asad, he had declared that he was resigning from all his party and 
official responsibilities in favor of Sadam Hoseyn, for health reasons. 


Arab Unity 


- While we are on the subject of Arab wnity, the question arisesnow that 
the two ruling Ba's parties in Iracand Syria are incapable to get along, 
how could Arab unity be fostered, say between Syria and Malek Khaled or 

Malek Hoseyn and Moamer Qazafi? 


- In fact, the current two political parties were one party in the past. 
When they split into two parties, each retained the name "Ba's," although 
they are quite independent from each other and follow independent policies. 
At any rate, as I have already pointed out, Arab unity calls for efforts 
and patience. We must strive and leave no stone unturned: imperialists 
have divided the Arabs into separate entities for decades, even centuries. 
Such a division has had adverse effects which may not be done away within 

a few months and years. Problems underminiig unity are many, but we must not 
despair. 


For example, in Iran, everybody was saying that the Shah was very strong. 
Outside Iran, too, everybody was saying that the Shah was invincible. But 
we have seen that the Iranian people has been able to defeat the Shah and 


triumph, 


Thus, what today seems difficult may, in future, become easy as a result of 
favorable circumstances. We feel that, in the long haul, Arab unity shall 

be achieved despite Zionist and imperialist agents who oppose Arab unity, 

and despite the fact that ome Arab government (Bgypt) has acted treacherously 
vis-a-vis the Arab and Moslem community and is being an accamplice of 

Zionism. This is a complicated and painful issue. They are sparing no 
effort to deflect us fran our righteous path. They are exerting many 
pressures on us, such as repeated Israeli attacks on southern Lebanon. 


- Apparently Anvar Sadat wishes to replace the Shah as "the gendarme" of 
the region. To that effect the United States has provided him with arms. 
In your opinion, would Sadat succeed in that venture? 


- Qne of the goals of the Camp David acoord was to have Sadat undertake 

the role of regional policeman. That is why the United States provided him 
with arms. Such arms would never be used against Israel because, right now, 
peace has been restored between Israel and Bgypt. And the United States will 
never provide anybody with arms to be used against Israel. Thus, those arms 
will be used against Middle Eastern and African countries. 


Kashoki in Vietnam, Lon Pol in Cambodia, and the deposed Shah in Iran 








wished to safeguard U.S. interests. Juit see what fate awaited them all... 
The Shah is now hiding in a corner like a shelterless lamb. Why? Because 
be had ignored his people's interests. Because the Iranian nation was much 
stronge: than him... Thus, no matter how much Sadat wishes to become the 
region's gendarme, he will never realize his hope. His fate will be similar 
to that of the deposed shah. 

Syria and Southern Lebanon 

- M®me of Israeli's goals in attacking southern Lebanon has been to drag 
Syria into a full-fledged war. Do you consider this to be true? And would 
you kindly outline Camp David's goals for our readers? 

-In southern Lenanon, Israel aims at several abjectives, including: 

l - To annex southern Lebanon to Israel. In other words, through repeated 
assaults, Israel wishes to empty southern Lebanon of its inhabitants ard 
from there raid the Palestinians so that eventually it may annex southern 
Lebanon. 


2 - To compel the Lebanese goverrment to sign a shameful agreement of 
Surrendersimilar to that signed by Sadat. 


3 - Israel is striving to partition Lebanon through its allied forces there. 
4 - To campletely crush Palestinian resistance in Lebanon. 

5 - To pressure Syria through the Lebanese coast. 

These are objectives pursued by Israel in Lebanmn. 

But Camp David's general goals include: 

l - Israeli objectives 

2 - U.S. objectives 


Israeli objectives striven for through Camp David accord can be boiled down 
into two fundamental ones: 


A - The overall settlenent of the Palestinian problem and the strengthening 
of Zionist bases in the heart of Arab Middle East in order to create a 
Greater Israel from the Nile river to Farat, which is a world Zionist goal. 


Thus, to achieve that goal, Israel has engaged in crafty tactics. Israel 
pays lip service on granting autonomy to the Western bank and the Gaza strip, 





but does not utter a word about the rights of the Palestinian people. 
Signers of the Camp David accord have divided the Palestinian people 
into three groups: the Western bank and the Gaza strip; Palestinian 
refugees living within the Western bank since 1948; and Palestinian 
refugees in other Arab countries. 


Therefore you see that they have divided a nation into three. According 

to the Camp David accord, the rights of the Palestinian people have been 
reduced to autonomy. What is autonomy? In reality, what they mean by 
autonomy of Western bank and the Gaza strip is this: the Palestinians 
have no rights in their own country. The sovereignty of the Palestinian 
soil is Israel's property. Because when we say such and such country has 
granted autonomy to its national or religious minority, it means that such 
an autonomy has been granted within the framework of the sovereignty of an 
incependent country. Thus “autonomous” Palestine is under the jurisdiction 
of the Israeli government, and not independent from it. That is why we consi- 
der this a tactic to completely eliminate the Palestinian probian. 


Zionist Dream 


B - Through the restoration of peace between Israel and the Arabs, Israel 
wishes to open up all Arab borders to this Zionist state. This is i:tended 
to enable Israel to enjoy exchanges in cultural, trade, econamic, tourist, 
etc. fields with Arab countries. In other words, Israel is striving to 
dominate the region. You know that in the United States there are 

6 million Zionists who are now controlling U.S. political and econamic 
life. At present Zionism is figuring that, with 3 million Zionists in 
Palestine, it can daminate the whole region. 


Likewise, U.S. goals in dividing the Arabs and controlling the region 
involve strategic, political, and economic considerations. mergy is a 
vital issue for the United States: by breaking up Arab unity, the United 
States will be able to ensure its petroleum needs from Arab lands for a long 
period. 


Sadat, too, has special objectives. He dreams of becoming a r*araoh. He 
suffers fram a complex of conceit and haughtiness. He wishes to be someone 
he is not ... In this adventure he has made the Bgyptian people an instru- 
ment of imperialism. The Byyptian people will be his first ard last victim. 


- With all these details, under these unfavorable circumstances, is there a 
remote chance for the restoration of peace between you and Israel? 


- Never ... How could there be any reconciliatia) hetween an aggressor and 
an aggressor’s victim or between a robber and a robber's victim? Naturally 
we desire a just peace. Such a just peace differs greatly fram the peace 
Signed by Sadat, for a just peace entails two fundamental conditions: 


a- Israel must retreat from all Arab lands occupied in the 1967 war without 

















any preconditions. 


b - Israel must officially recognize the national, civil, and religious 
rights of the Palestinian people and their right to return to Israeli- 
occupied Palestine, as well as its right to self-determination and the 
right to establish an independent Palestinian state. 


These are conditions for a just peace. Therefore the non-acceptance of 
these two conditions on the part of Israel precludes any consideratim 
of peace with Israel. Why are we at war with Sadat? Because he has 
surrendered whereas we will never surrender. We will fight until the last 
breath to achieve our national and hmane objectives... 


How can you trust the claim for peace of a party who has occupied our lands 
and has compelled our people to become vagrants? Such a claim is false in 
principle. Hence we will never negotiate a wrongful peace with Israel. 


Two Fronts Against Israel 


- Regarding the strencthening of the eastern front what new steps have been 
taken? | 


- There have been no new developments on that frort. There are now two 
fronts: a northern one, consisting of Syria, and an eastern one, consisting 
of Jordan. We are trying to restore the strategic balance of power which 
has been upset as a result of the signing of the Camp David accord by Sadat. 
Of course that task will require many efforts. 


- Has the Iranian Islamic Revolution contributed to the restoration of that 
balance? 


- Yes, indeed. The Iranian Revolution, as I have said at the outset of our 
interview, has been one of the most important factor for the restoration of 
the balance of power in the Middle East. Thus we view that Revolution with 
admiration and pin many hopes on it. The Iranian Revolution has been a major 
factor in strengthening the fighting spirit of the Arabs. Hence we shall 
defend it with all our forces. When Imam Khomeyni declared that the 
Palestinian problem was also a problem of the Iranian people, he inspired us 
with hope and has created a furore in Arab lands. 


- Does financial assistance by southern oil producing countries continue to 
countries members of the warring coalition against Israel? If so, what is 
the extent of that assistance? 


- At the Bagdad conference decisions were adopted in this connection. Arab 
Oil producing countries undertook to grant funds to the coalition of Arab 
countries fighting Israel, as well as to the Organization for the Liberation 
of Palestine. Most of these countries are now carrying out their commitments. 














At -he sane time, we are striving to seize every opportunityto build a firm 
economic base: success in the war against Israel does not depend only on 
our defense and military structure because our war against Israel is a 
Cultural war ard we mist prepar.’ ourselves in all fields. This will bea 
prolonged war and we are prepared to endure all sufferings and deprivatis. 


- Does Syria cooperate with the United Nations? 


- Yes, Imam Musa Sadr had led a U.N. command. Syria supports the United 
Nations because it, pursues national and anti-Zionist goals amd principles. 
There are good :lements in the United Nations. We are assisting all 
Lehanese political groups who are defemding their territorial integrity and 
fighting against Israel. 


- Do you have a messace for the Iranian people? 


- Yes. I would like to send a message of frienéship and admiration to the 
Iranian people. I trust that the Iranian people will cherish its victory 
and make more and more strides towards reconstruction, progress, and pros- 
perity. This is a message which President Hafez Asad is transmitting 
through me in the name of the Syrian people and goverrment to the Lranian 
people. As I have iniicated on several occasions, we are fixing our eyes 
on the great Iranian people and its Islamic Revolution with warmth and 
affection. May Iran always triumph! 
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LRA IAN FEUAYIN ORGANIZATION REJECTS FOREIGN MINISTRY INVITATION 


Unknown ORGANIZATION OF FEDAYIN GUERRILLAS OF THE IRANIAN PEUPLE in German 
27 Jun 79 pp 1-7 


[Answer of the Fedayin Organization of the Iranian People to the Invitation 
of the Foreign Ministry to a Discussion of the Foreign Policy of the Islamic 


Republic } 


\Text | On 25 June 1979 the Foreign Ministry sent us an invitation. At a 
meeting on 27 June 1979 we were to be given an opportunity for stating our 
attitude to the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic. 


At first glance such an invitation sounds very democratic. But we get a very 
different picture when we consider it more closely and assess the Foreign 
Ministry's invitation in connection with earlier attitudes and actions by the 
govermment and with the present situation of our society. 


what is the possible motive for this invitation? It is obvious that it will 
have no wore than propaganda value for the Foreign Ministry unless our atti- 
tudes and views were really to influence government domestic and foreign poli- 
cy. The purpose of this meeting is not the implementation of a policy serving 
the interests of the working people; it is simply the political consolidation 
of the government. 


Is it really possible for our attitudes and those of other revolutionary and 
progressive organizations to influence the policy of the leading forces? The 
answer is unequivocal. We should have to be very naive indeed to assume that 
this would be possible at a time when our organizations and forces are sub- 
jected to a variety of repression and intimidation, in 4 situation where radio, 
television and other govermment propaganda media constantly expand the volume 
of calumnies, insults and intrigues against our organizations--even beyond the 
customary dimensions. 





At this very moment we witness the burial of democratic rights by the ruling 
forces who are replacing the constituent assembly with @ special and undeno- 
eratic body. They then declare all these proceedings to be completely just, 
from the religious as well as the worldly aspect. 
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In view of these problems are we not justified in calling upon the Foreign 
Ministry to explein to the public the weaning and the purpose of this invita- 
tion? We have often previously presented our views in siwilar instances. 
Now we consider it our duty to explain to the public our attitude to this in- 
vitation. 


In our opinion foreign policy represents a continuation oi domestic policy 
and in fact assumes its shape on that basis only. In other words "foreign 
policy is a refiection of domestic policy." Any independent foreign policy, 
representing the interests of the people, must be based on a domestic policy 
which is supported by the will of the people, is democratic and serves the 
interests of the workers. That is why our analysis of foreign policy must 
begin with an appraisal of domestic policy. 


The standpoints, actions and current situation of the goverment show that it 
behaves very weakly in its reaction to the movement's chief demand--breaking 
our dependence on imperialism and, at its head, U.S.imperialism. Without a 
fundamental policy change and the victory of a policy based on the interests 
of workers and farmers, the working people in the cities and on the land, 
this dewand cannot be met; in fact dependent capitalism is bound to be 
strengthened. 


The present tasks are no more than a resolute and definite answer to the 
challenges of the popular masses and the fulfillment of the revolutionary de- 
wands. Briefly these are: 


1) The expulsion of imperialism and the complete abolition of dependence by 
the nationalization of all foreign capital and all institutions dependent 
on imperialism. 


2) The distribution of large land holdings. The implementation of a land re- 
volution, allocating the land to those who cultivate it. 


3) The movilization of all forces for the construction of key industries. 


4) Lconomic aid to and leadership for the farmers by the establishment of 
production programs serving the needs of the country. 


5) The introduction of revolutionary councils in all production and adminis- 
trative units. The administration and implementation of programs must be 
left to the councils. 

6) The peoples right to self-determination. 


7) The initiation of a peopie's army composed of working people and revolu- 
tionary forces. 


8) The government must be an organ of the rule of the proletariat. it gust 
originate with the councils. 











These are important tasks and their implementation would reflect anti- 
imperialist amc cemocretic goals. Measured by these criteria the present 
govermment’s incompeter-e is evident. 


Uur economy continues to be dependent on foreigners. Dependent capitalism 
continues to obstruct the economic and social development of our people. Ca- 
pital, still dependent on foreign countries, continues to exploit our people. 
In fact the capitalists who had fled are beginning to trickle back. 


in Gunbad and Kurdistan our govermment opposed the farmers and allowed the 
large land owners to plunder and oppress the farmers. 


Having gotten rid of some figureheads, the army has waintained its former 
Structure and once again represents a danger to the people. 


Industry is in total confusion. The workers are unemployed. 


The peoples are under attack by the army and the guardians of the revolution, 
and their rights are trodden underfoot. In all parts of the country arms 
are issued to the reactionary elements and stooges of imperialism. The gow 
ermment attempts to deprive the revolutionary forces of their weapons and 
make them defenseless. 


Instead of expropriating banks and industries, the goverrment is buying then 
off with the people's money. 


Democracy is in mortal danger. The fighting and revolutionary forces are ex- 
posed to severe attack from the propaganda aspect as well as in many differ- 


ent weys. 


The freedom and the democratic rights of the people are subject to more re- 
strictions every day. Even at meetings to honor their martyrs the progressive 
forces are arbitrarily attacked and disrupted by reactionary forces. Day in 
day out offices and libraries are set on fire, revolutionaries arrested and 
jailed. The involvement of members of the armed forces in political parties 
and groups has been banned. 


Where are the roots of these problems? Are these weasures the reflection of 
the will and the demands of the popular masses? Or even the progressive 
forces? We consider that all these measures contradict the interests of the 
popular masses and progressive forces. They serve only the dependent capi- 
talists and imperialism. 


Such @ govermment cannot and will uot include in its foreigs policy the views 
of revolutionary and progressive forces. Because it does not intend to at- 
tack imperialism with another, @ revolutionary program; it simply continues 
to “combat” imperialism exactly as before. The goverment suddenly invites 
us to discuss its foreign policy when it has never consulted us about its 
domestic policy. We are invited to a talk on foreign policy after having 








been oppressed ard maligned. That is remarkable. And it so coupletely con- 
trasts with earlier govermment policy that even the Party of the Islamic Re- 
public refused to go along and took the opportunity directly to libel the 
various groups invited in order to defenc its own power monopolistic policy. 
The Party of the Isla@ic Republic has always attempted to adjust goverment 
policy to its own goals and views. It is now confronted with the intolerable 
possibility that the expansion of its own power politics might be restricted. 
And that is why it attacks the invited forces and demands that they should be 
tried in a court of iaw. (...) 


In the present situation the invitation can only serve the old goverrment po- 
licy. Unless the forces involved urmask the nature of this policy such 4 
maneuver may turn out to be infinitely wore effective than all earlier gov- 
errment measures. 


The revolutionary people, though, are witnesses to this game, and we are con- 
vinced that the people are able to distinguish truth from thet which is now 
being offered as truth. 


We consider it our duty not to be indifferent to the invitation and actively 
to present our own attitude, so that the people themselves way decide. Truth 
cammot be silenced. (...) 

In the following we are going to try briefly to present the principles of 

our foreign policy on the basis of our earlier explanations. We will sutmit 
the problems raised to popular discussion. 

Jur foreign policy is based on the interests and claims of the working people. 
It wust work for implementation of all of them. That is the crucial principle 
of our foreign policy toward other countries and movements. On this basis 
our foreign policy may be subdivided into four more principles: 

1) The defense and consolidation of independence 

2) The promotion of economic, social and cultural development 

3) Noninterference in internal affairs 

4) Active support for liberation movements and progressive forces worldwide. 
1) Defense and Consolidation of Independence 


World imperialism has sunk its bloody fangs into the necks of the peoples. 
For generations past it has looted Persia as well as other countries. 


without destroying the econamic,social, political and cultural resmants of 

imperialism we will never achieve complete independence. instead we will be 
constantly threatened by these rewnants. Vur foreign policy must therefore 
base on the expulsion of world imperialism, especially U.S.imperialisa. Ali 








treaties, agreements and conventions concluded at the time of the role of in- 
perialism must be canceled without hesitation. All unequal relations aust ve 
abolished. Let us begin by breaking off all relations with world devouring 
U.S.imperialism. All treaties, agreements and conventions with countries 
dependent on imperialism must also be canceled. Advisers and specialists fron 
the United States and other countries must be dismissed. All documents and 
treaties concerning the above mentioned relations must be published so that 


the people may judge then. 


2) We must try to establish relations with other countries in the course ot 
the construction and development of national industries and agriculture, the 
evol: tion of cultural and social life. Such relations should in the first 
place be established with those countries which carry on a policy related to 
the people amd opposed to imperialism. They should be extended in the inte- 
rest of the people. Economic and cultural cooperation must proceed primarily 
with those countries on the bas“ ' the observance of the rights and inte- 
rests of both parties. 


3) Noninterference ia Internal A: rs 


Not only imperia@iisw, its dependent stooges and agents also destroy the inde- 
pendence of other countries and go for the jugular by ail kinds of subterfuges. 
The intervention of the imperial army for the suppression of the people of 
Dhofar and tie Shah's cooperation with Barzani's gang (Ghiadehe Mowagat) are 
the most flagrant examples of this imperiulist conspiracy against the peopies 
im our region. 


At the present time the reactionary and oppressive policy of lrag--its provo- 
cations at the western borders of Iran, its cooperation with separatist ele- 
gents--is just as dirty an example (image) of interference .. the internal 
affairs of another country, which is part of imperialist policy. 


This policy has met witn the hatrec and loathing of the working people and 
the oppressed masses. A policy conducted in the interest of the working peo- 
ple will not be involved in such conspiracies. Instead it will oppose them 
resolutelv--whatever their disguise. in no circumstances whatever wust Iran 
ever again take on the role of policeman on the Gulf. 


4) Active support for Liberation Movements and Progressive Forces Worldwide 


As the working and oppressed peoples have common interests, as the growth and 
the victory of every liberation and progressive movement represent victories 
for all peoples, as the coumon enemy of all peoples is world imperialisw--led 
by U.S.imperialism--, and as the unity of the peoples guarantees victory over 
the common foe, the foreign policy of any germuine popular govermment must be 
free of any nationalist bigotry and serve the active support of these move- 
ments. 


ate 





It is a great honor for our organization to have fought in the liberation 
movement of the Palestinian people against Zionism, the revolution in Dhofar, 
against the interventionist armies of the Shah and the Zionists in Oman. 


In this context we consider it necessary to recall that imperialism always 
and in diverse ways aids the efforts of domestic reactionaries against pro- 
gressive govermments. These imperialist interests claim that feudal and other 
reactionary elements are progressive and nationalist forces. We draw a clear 
distinction between these conspiracies and gemmine liberation movements. 

here in Iran we have excellent examples of such conspiracies. The operations 
of the Barzani gang and the provocations of some Arab Sheikhs are samples of 
Open conspiracies. The Iranian people will never assist such movements in 
other countries--whatever guise they may assume. 


These are the principles and specific cases which our organization accepts as 
foreign policy consonant with the interests of the working people. To carry 
on this policy, however, we consider it imperative for a council to be set 

up, composed of genuine representatives of workers, farmers and working peo- 
ple in the cities and the countryside. Only thus will the popular masses be 
involved in the representation of their rights and interests and, in addition, 
enabled to exercise supervision. Such a council will have to carry on an 

open policy so that no secretiveness inimical to the people may arise. We 
consider foreign and domestic policy democratic only if planned and executed 
with the supervision and involvement of the broad masses of the working people. 


Death to imperialism led by U.S.imperialism! 


Victory to the fighting unity of the oppressed peoples of the world! 
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CHAIRMAN OF JOINT STAFFS DISCUSSES CURRENT MILITARY ISSUES 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 20 Aug 79 p 2 


/article: "Gen Shaker, Commander of the Joint Staff of the Three Branches 
of the Military: Army Purges Must Be Carried out through Study"/ 


/Text/ Gen Shaker, commander of the joint staff of the three services of 
the army of the Islamic Republic, drew the outlines of the Paveh incident 
in an interview with the correspondent of the newspaper ENQELAB-E ESLAMI. 


In this interview, Gen Shaker stated that the groups involved in the Paveh 
incident were, respe-tively, the groups of Jafi Commarders, the Javanrudis, 
the Democratic Party of Kurdestan, and probably Jalal Talebani's men and 
the Palizban mercenaries. 


Gen Shaker pointed out, in this interview, "A danger was felt in general, 
because danger was palpable throughout al) the areas of Kurdestan, owing 
to the presence of large amounts of weapons in reople's possession. 


"Our guards, who had been there before, had oniy light weapons at their 
disposal, and their number, along with the gendarmerie and police personnel, 
came in all to 200 or 300. We felt that the situation was serious when 

the guards asked us for ammunition." 


On the question of why Emam Khomeyni himself did not go into action as the 
commander general of the forces, Gen Shaker stated, "While the country is 
in a state of revolution and the president is not known, the emam is in a 
general sense the commander general of the forces, and, in our opinion, 

he has always been the commander general of the forces. The issuance of 
the emam's order was in effect a warning that there was to be no procrastin- 
ation in the action; this command accelerated the operations and also in- 
jected a new spirit into the body of the army of the Islamic republic." 


With regard to the use of the arms available to the republican army, Gen 
Shaker said, 


"In addition to the fact that the forces of the republican army will 
possesy the power to act in these operations, because of their weapons’ 
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superiority, I must add that the forces loyal to the Islamic revolution 
of Iran, that is, the very Kurds in that area, are also assisting us, 
whereas the aggressors are a minority." 


On the role of Iraq in the latest incident, the chief of the Iranian joint 
staff stated, "I do not think that Iraq's situation is such that it would 
help the aggressors, but it is not out of the question that groups of 

Kurds opposed to the government of Iraq may have entered the area to take 
advantage of the situation.” In this interview, Gen Shaker pointed out, 

“A purge has not been carried out as it should have in the past 6 months 

in the army and of course one must consider this absence of a purge to be 
the result of obstacles which have stood in the way of purge activities 

in these exceptional times. Had one been carried out speedily the army 

may have lost useful forces from among its personnel." Regarding a connec- 
tion between the Marivan and Paveh incidents, Gen Shaker said, "The Kurdish 
counterrevolutionaries operate in one given area, and when an obstacle 
arises they join forces in another area." Regarding the operations which 
the army of the Islamic republic had carried out by 1800 hours the day be- 
fore yesterday (Sunday), Gen Shaker said, "We managed to take control of 
the area first by breaking the sound barrier and then by using rockets, 

and afterwards we demonstrated our control by various air sorties. For 

the present they will no longer be able to resist.” 


11887 
CSO: 4906 

















DEFENSE DEPUTY MINISTER CALLS FOR PRUDENCE IN ABROGATING CONTRACTS 


Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 16 Aug 79 p 12 


/article: "Mr Seyyed Ali Khamene'i, Deputy Minister of Defense, 
Said in Mashhad That Prudence and Farsightedness Must Be Exercised in 
Abrogating Military Contracts"/ 


/Text/ On a trip to Mashhad, Mr Seyyed Ali Khamene'i, Deputy Minister of 
Defense for revolutionary affairs, expressed his personal views regarding 
various national affairs, particularly the country's defense policies, at 
a private interview with PARS NEWS AGENCY in that city, declaring "We need 
a total defense system, and it is also essential that we have an offensive 
force at our disposal in order to deter aggressions by imperialism." 


In this conversation, in regard to the prevailing climate in the elections 
for the Council of Experts and complaints about propaganda intrusions by 
some groups in the elections, Mr Khamene'i stated "In general the elections 
were held in a healthy, free atmosphere and all in all these elections can 
become the symbol in the history of Iranian elections for free, popular 
model elections.” He went on, “Of course there is no doubt that through- 
out the suffocating era in the past, the mentality of the ruler of our 
society was not influenced in such a way that we could expect that no act 
would be carried out in violation of electoral etiquette, which is abso- 
lutely not to be expected among peoples who have a broad background in 
democracy. Therefore, it is completely imaginable and acceptable to us 
that political parties and groups, and partisans of groups and societies, 
should try in some way or another to further their aims and wishes in 

these elections." Mr Khamene'i added, "In addition to this there is also 
another fact which one cannot ignore; this involves the fact that there are 
disruptive elements which are profoundly opposed to the totally sound con- 
duct of these elections. It was natural that these elements should be in- 
clined to commit acts of blackmail in the name of one group or another, 
place political groups in opposition to one another and pretend to each 
group that their rights were being trampled on by other groups. However, in 
spite of all this, the elections were free, democratic and to a very large 
extent sound, and we are fortunate that this first group experiment by the 
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Iranian people was carried out in such a way that one may be hopeful for 
the future." Mr Khamene'i then went on, “As an Iranian Moslem, I believe 
that the overall aspect of this law is Islamic and nationalistic; in this 
law, the path to any kind of subjection and social injustice has been 
blocked off and, contrary to the notions of persons who consider this law 
to be more Western than Islamic, I believe that the contents of this law 
are Islamic. However, in no way do I thirk there is no room for improve- 
ment or further work in this law, and I believe that the Council of Experts 
will be able to eliminate its shortcomings." With respect to the use of 
the army of the Islamic Republic of Iran at the present time, the under- 
secretary of national defense for revolutionary affairs stated, "The army 
of the Islamic Republic is different in identity from the royal army, and 
I can confidently claim that our current army has to a large extent been 
successful in the shift to a revolutionary Islamic army." The undersecre- 
tary of defense added, "Our hope for the future is that we will be able to 
create an army which 100 percent meets the regulations and criteria of an 
Islamic army. So far our army has achieved success in this regard but I 
feel that we have a long and lengthy road ahead of us. 





"The important thing is that the army truly consider itself to be on the 
side of the people, indeed the vanguard of the people. It is this feeling 
which has already come into being among a large segment of our military 
people but it is clear that changing a longstanding mentality completely 
will require further effort." Mr Khamene'i added, "In accordance with the 
sensitive responsibility which has been assigned to me by the highest 
political body in this country, I personally feel responsibility in this 
regard and it is my intention to make use of all resources and ask assist- 
ance in order to carry out this responsibility." Mr Khamene'i then stated, 
with respect to the abrogation of certain military orders and armament 
contracts between the temporary government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
and other countries party to the agreement, including America, “The issue 
of abrogating military contracts is not one concerning which one can make 
a decision with great ease. It is true that we do not intend to be the 
gendarme of the region as in the past, and we do not intend to protect the 
interests of the superpowers, but under no circumstances do we consider it 
permissible that we can ignore our sworn enemies in the region and reac- 
tionary countries Linked with imperialism." He went on, "We are in need 
of a complete defense force. To ward off the aggressions of imperialism, 
which is easy to imagine with the rapacious countries which are active in 
the area, it is even necessary that we also have an offensive force. We 
do not doubt that the American government is extremely inclined, in our 
current condition, to abrogate some past agreements and that it considers 
some of our milicary capabilities to be a potential danger to itself. 
Therefore, for this reason, we must face the matter of abrogating contracts 
with great prudence and farsightedness." 


In arsewer to the question of whether new contracts would be reached in 
the future to outfit and round out the equipment the army required and if 











such an idea is being entertained, Mr Khamene'i replied: 


“Until we reach the stage of self-sufficiency, we have no choice but to 
import military equipment and spare parts for existing equipment from 
abroad. However, what is important is that in the formulation of the con- 
tract and in choosing the party to the contract, that is, the country 


from which we request our requirements, we make arrangements which do not 
create a state of dependence." 
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DIFFERENT INTELLECTUAL POSITIONS IN NATION EXAMINED 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 30 Aug 79 p 9 
/Article by Abbas'ali Mohajeri: "Intellectual Tendencies in Iran"/ 


/Text/ The grave mission of the committed intellectual, as contrasted 
with the uncommitted intellectual, begins when he is molded in accordance 
with the existing values in the society and the basic civilization and 
culture which apply to that society. It is clear that one can refer to 
any committed, responsible person who feels the problems and deficiencies 
of his own society and is fully aware of the conditions of the time and 
the place of his environment, even if he is not a religious jurist, wise 
man or scholar, in the context of committed intellectuals. 


Most unfortunately, in accordance with imported values and erroneous and 
unreasonable criteria derived from the West, people in our society are 
called intellectuals who have stepped on the genuine cultural values exist. 
ing in the society and are unmindful of national moral criteria and sacred 
beliefs. 


What goes without saying is that most Oriental intellectuals, that is, 
those who consider themselves to be cut of a different cloth or who attack 
the culture and the religion in an ungracious manner whenever they get in- 
to political discussions of the day or talk about current issues resulting 
from the revolution--putting a pipe in the corner of their mouths in imi- 
tation of Westerners without realizing that they are showing themselves to 
be without character, roots or foundations, and proclaiming themselves to 
be from a better race and superior type of man--spare no type of self- 
sacrifice, whether through the pen, through speech or through deeds, to 
expand the imperialists’ culture. 


These intellectuals return to the Orient with arrogance after 

travelling to the West; as Sartre describes it, "We brought in the tribal 
chiefs, the scions of barons, moneyed people, and the heavies of Africa 

and Asia and took them on a whirl through Amsterdam, London, Paris, Norway 
and Belgium for a few days. Their clothes changed, they learned new social 
relationships, they put on suits, they learned new ways of going about, 
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new types of social occasions, driving cars, our dances and our languages, 
and sometimes married Europeans or got married in the European style. We 
taught them how to live with new furniture, new styles, new European con- 
sumption and European food and created in their hearts the desire to be- 
come European, then sent them back to their ovn countries." 


Without a Feeling of Responsibility 


I am leaving judgment on the apparently bitter but somewhat realistic 
sentences uttered by Sartre to the intellectuals themselves. I am leaving 
judgment on this interpretation to that class of intellectuals who are 
tirelessly writing without a feeling of responsibility and are screaming 
for a democratic society, those who are tirelessly writing in order to 
weakca the status of the leadership and the great Islamic revolution, those 
wno do not know, and do not want to know, what the reason for the seculari- 
zation of European intellectuals was, those who do not know that European 
intellectuals faced the Catholic religion, that is, a religion whose view 
of the world was totally closed off, whose creed was totally closed off, 
whose culture and economics were closed off, whose classic guise was com- 
pletely covered by superstition, and which considered its basic philosophy 
to be paralysis and stagnation--because of which the intellectuals of the 
l7th, 18th and 19th centuries had no choice but to be in conflict with 

that creed and operate secular colleges. 


Inteliectuals’' Resistance to Religion 


"Dian't the European intellectuals who put up a resistance to the Catholic 
religion finally arrive at a logical conclusion,that is, freedom of thought, 
intellectual maturity and scientific progress as well?" 


What conclusions hae the Oriental intellectuals’ resistance to religion 
yielded up so far--a religion which from the standpoint of revolutionary 
and humanitarianism is wholly different from the Catholic religion, a re- 
ligion whose mosque pulpit is steeped in blood, a religion whose rhetor 
ical program is the most revolutionary of books? Hasn't this opposition 

to Islam, which is 100 percent revolutionary, opened the way for imperial- 
ism and the influence of voracious imperialists, the onslaught of consump- 
tion and the decline of thought and intelligence in Iranian society? In 
the words of Mohammad Abdu, "The Westerners abandoned the Catholic religion 
and attained freedom, self-respect and world dominance. We abandoned Islam 
and attained abjectness, fragmentation, dissension, decline and a readiness 
for and receptivity to everything imposed on us or thrown before us." 


Therefore all the misfortunes which have befallen Iran come from those 
very intellectuals, and from the head of those very intellectuals, who 
are carbon copies of European intellectuals. 


In the words of the martyred Professor Shari'ati, "The intellectual is a 
person who, even if he is illiterate and will not be literate, does not 














know philosophy ind will not know philosophy, is not a religious jurist 
and will not be a religious jurist, feels his era, understands how the 
people of his era must now be thinking and understands what his responsi- 
bilicy is." 


During the long years following the constitutional revolution of Iran, 
whenever the nearly unanimous majority of Iranian intellectuals entered 
the arena of politics they either lost the game to the profit of foreign- 
ers in the political gamble or came to terms with satanic forces «ad their 
evil masters. 





The reason why this type of irresponsible intellectual has still not been 
able to find a place for himself in the heart of the masses, even in the 
era after our Islanic revolution, is that he has not chosen a proper cri- 
terion for his contact with the masses. As we realize, the intellectuals 
of our society have relinquished the base of their standing and there is 
no longer any place for them among the oppressed masses. With a little 

it of reflection and deep thought, they will clearly compreherd that they 
must emerge from their shell and be in contact with the people. 


The intellectual who cannot mobilize himself in accordance with the cultur- 
al, social, artistic, and literary values and even religious views of 
society, understand the needs of the masses, and also sit down with the 
masses of the people and sympathize with them, listen to what people say 
and feel people's problems, sit down at a table with them and stand in the 
same rows with them at gatherings and in mosques, clearly cannot crystal- 
lize the thinking of the masses; as a result the people will place him to 
one side. 


How can the intellectual who cannot build a bridge between hiuself and the 
masses of the people and be in contact with them expect that the people 
will recognize him and establish relations with him? How can the people 
who do not understand what he says and do not comprehend his language have 
confidence in his opinions and give him the authority to determine their 
destiny’ 


Anti-Imperialist Heroes 


Except for a few people such as the Bahrenegis, the Jalal Al Ahmads and 
the Shari'atis, who are to be considered anti-imperialist writers and 
heroes, Oriental intellectuals have just talked; every time they seized 
the occasion, they abjectly opened the way for the influence of imperial- 
istic culture and its onslaught into this country without taking account 
of professional and occupational honor, ignoring the sanctity of the pen; 
they took up the pen in order to strengthen the foothold of criminal and 
traitorous governments, proceeded to murder the ideas of their suffering 
people, shackling mindy, crushing the bases of Islamic culture, imposing 
the government of the most evil dictator in the world on these people, 
wore out their pens on behalf of the idolatrous government, and spoke for 
and glorified the satanic government of the era. 





When you see that some brilliant intellectuals have ascended and have rung 
out the cry of the love of freedom and the search for justice throughout 
the country and indeed throug! owt the world in their lifetimes, in spite 
of all strangulation and censorship, that was because they spoke the 
language of the people, wrote on behalf of the people and wept on behalf 
of the people. 


They were not lawyers who were merely informed of human rights within the 
limits of talking and writing; they were not bureaucracic intellectuals 
sitting behind desks in departments, sowirg ihe seeds of despair and hope- 
lessness in the minds of the people instead of working. In the countries 
of the third world, especially Iran, writers, heroes and intellectuals ap- 
peared who in a very short period of time created in the culture and the 
intellectual underpinnings of the young generation an earthquake whose 
waves extended to the oceans of the world--a wave which has not yet ceased 
moving and crashing. 


Many of our so-called intellectual writers who claim to have faced the 
feelings of their own times have skillfully engaged in analyzing the vis- 
ible problems and probable unseen problems of the future and are writing 
indefatigably. Unfortunately, many educated but illogical persons, as 
well as that class of book-readers who have not yet formed a firm ideo- 
logical foundation, are among the parrotlike imitators of those writers, 
and the reason for this class of book-readers' blind imitation and parrot. 
ing is only the fear that they will fall behind the pack and that society 
will not proclaim them to be modernists and intellectuals. 


Doesn't the question arise in the mind of every intelligent person, as to 
why it is that an intellectual of for example more than 50 years of age 
whose base has been among the public and who has always tried to be in 
violent conflict with **2 government and in contact with the people through 
the language of the pen has not made a place for himself among the people 
and in the heart of the masses’? fFortiinately one of the gains of the great 
Iranian revolution can be considered tc be determining the characteristics 
which distinguish committed intellectuals from uncommitted ones. 


One group of our country's intellectuals are progressive and nationalistic 
at the same time; although they know chat more than 75 percent of the 
people in our society are illiterate and that any influential person or 
party can attract this majority and draw it along after his own objectives 
and beliefs, this class of committed intellectuals, believing in the notion 
that “one must not count statistics but weigh them,” holding faith and con- 
viction in the emam's leadership, and anxious to portray the national and 
humane feelings in our revolutionary leader, nonetheless place their pen 
and tongue at the service of the revolution and the guiding platform with 
all their being so that they may thereby be both representative of the 
people and engage in repelling the deceitful acts of the antagonistic, 
hostile imperialistic forces of the east and the west, because they know 








that to choose a path other than that of the leader of the revolution 
and to choose a way other than the way of the people will be to impose 
the destiny of Chile upon our country and to hand the yoke of their slav- 
ery over to the imperialists. 


The second group, besing their position on the same sentence--"one must 
not count statistics but weight them"--believe that the 25 percent, the 
literate class, and a certain percentage of the elite of this class, must 
of necessity command the administration of the country's affairs, because 
it is this intellectual group, not the illiterate or scarcely-literate 
masses, which knows where it is going. Of course this group of intellec- 
tuals does not know very much about Iran's history of the past 70 years, 
nor is it very inclined to know that these wears were filled with treason- 
ous acts and crimes committed by Iranian intellectuals. 


The Hoveydas, the Ja'farians, the Nikkhahs, and so on and so forth were 
all intellectuals who were the intentional spokesmen for imperialism. 
They do not want to admit that ali the shameful economic, political and 
cultural agreements to destroy and eliminate our agriculture and our 
cultural institutions were implemented by the signatures of these intel- 
lectual criminals. A handful of irresponsible publicists do not want to 
admit that all the deputies in the inhumane National Consultative Council 
and Senate of the detested Pahlavi regime were educated people who made 
use of the unstinting protection of our media intellectuals in that era 
whose pens were apparently broken. These intellectuals do not want to 
know that all this country's national funds were plundered and pillaged by 
the agreement and the signatures of these very transformed intellectuals 
and that the regurgitated culture of the West took the place of the genu- 
ine, traditional culture of the East. 


Education of the Ineffective Bureaucrats 


The third group are psuedo-intellectuals who have no deep familiarity with 
the book or the pen. In the words of the poet "I pawned books, ledgers, 


studies and professor's pages for wine, come what may!" 


They do not read nor do they like to read. Bureaucrats and technocrats 
undoubtedly make up just this group, and the great imperialist countries 
have succeeded in, and proudly come forth to raise bureaucrats in all the 
countries of the third world, including India, Africa, Latin America and 
India. To some extent the Christian missionaries, that is, the Jesuits 
and evangelists, have derived their strength from educating bureaucrats 
and, to the extent that they have managed to nuture ineffectual people who 
sit behind desks, they have paralyzed every one of these countries, one 
after the other. This group became immoderate and exaggerated mimics of 
intellectuals in order not to fall behind the pack of intellectuals. 


The fourth group are the half-intellectuals in schools or recent univers- 
ity students who have become Marxists without understanding Marx, who 











neither understand the philosophy of moral socialists nor try to engage 

ir. analyzing and closely examining their traditional religion. Generally, 
in arguments, they sppear to know nothing of Islam. They fight Islam witt- 
out understanding it and strike blows for Marx without understanding 


Marxism. They make propaganda in schools, universities and everywhere for 
a creed based on the material world whose dimensions are devoid of moral- 
ity and whose morals are without logical thought. 
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IRAN 


FINAL APPROVAL GIVEN TO AIRBUS PURCHASE 





Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 21 Aug 79 pp 1, 3 
/Article: “The Purchase of Six Airbuses from France Has Been Finalized”/ 


/Text/ The managing director of National Iranian Airlines says that be- 
cause of the failure to make use of foreign flight technical and service 
personnel, the number of National Iranian Airlines flights has been re- 
duced. 


Equipment worth 25 million tomans was pressed on us for about 62 million 
tomans. 


Two jumbo jets were purchased by the Boeing contract but the agreement on 
three other craft has been abrogated. 


Homa's managerial staff has been faced with a 40 percent surplus in the 
number of employees. 


With the reactivation of the contract between Iran and France to purchase 
Airbus planes, the purchase and use of this type of short-range air bus 
for domestic air routes has been finalized. 


Qasem Shakibnia, the new managing director of National Iranian Airlines, 
who referred to this matter in the course of describing National [Iranian 
Airlines’ Activities during the past few months, stated, in discussing 

this subject, “The Airbus manufacturing plants sold four of these aircraft, 
as a result of unfounded rumors to the effect thai Homa had no need for 
them; however, now that the necessary negotiations have been held and the 
contract has been renewed, Homa will tae the necessary steps to receive 
the six airplanes involved in the order at the first opportunity--that is, 
two airplanes around the end of 1980 and four others in 1983. In view of 
the short range of the Airbus, they will be used on domestic flights. In 
addition to them, two 747 jumbo jets purchased from the Boeing Corporation 
of America will be delivered and used to transport pilgrims to Saudi Arabie. 
The contract to buy three other aircraft of thie type, whose manufacture 
has not started, has been abrogated.” 














Stakibnia also stated, “In the past, through spending and the imposition 
or Homa of such materi='+ as the purchase of 62 million tomans’ worth of 
airfield /word illegible/ equipment which is not worth more than 25 mil 
lion tomans, circumtances «rose which resulted in financial problems for 
Homa; however, we are trying to eliminate these problems through increased 
activity.” 


Shakibnia added, “At the present time we are faced with an employee surplus 
of 40 percent but we have a shortige of Zlight technical and service staff. 
For this reason, hiring is being suspended in Homa except in these two lat- 
ter fields.” 


He also said that the service quality control and complaint investigation 
unit is functioning under the direct supervision of the managing director. 


Shakibnia added that maximum attention to economization and use of exisi- 
ing resources and capabilities, application of computers in regard to the 
needs of engineering and technical repair units, and expansion of the ac- 
tivities of the Irarian Hotels Company, which from now on will function 
under the title “Homa Chain Hotels,” head thz list in Homa's short-range 
program for the future. 


The managing director of National [Iranian Airlines stated, “The domestic 
airlines, which are being run through private sector capital investment 
and have recently come under government ownership, will be managed under 
the aegis of Homa. Thougitis being given to creating an unscheduled air 
service in the future by making use of the Islamic Republic Air Force; in 
matters such as the pilgrimage ceremonies, we will have no choice but to 
charter foreign aircraft for transporting pilgrim.” 


Shakibnia stated, “In spite of the popular reception Homa's flights have 
enjoyed this year, the number of flights this year declined in comparison 
with last year because of the drop in foreign flight service employees-- 
in the flight staff, in which 110 foreigners were previously e=saeed in 
service, no more than 23 remain anit 130 foreign workers have resigned from 
service with Homa. However, in spite of all these problems, the number 

of domestic flights, whic dropped to 109 per week after the revolution, 
has now risen to 200 and foreign flights have increased from 38 to 70 per 
week, ‘ncluding an additional eight flights to London, or 3,674 round- 
trip seats.” 


The managing director of National Iranian Airlines added that starting 
| September of this year five flights will be run to transport students 
residing abroad along with two other round-trip Tehran-Frankfurt-London 
and Tehran-Athens flights. 


In answer to other questions regarding Homa's activities, Shakinbia poinces 
out that National Airlines tickets were cheap compared to those of foreign 








companies and that a review has not been made of stewardess's costumes at 
the present time. At the same time he said that elimination of alcoholic 
beverages from National Iranian Airline service on international flights 
has not had a particularly negative effect on the number of Homa‘s passen- 
gers. 


Shakibnia also referred to problems concerning the purchase of airplane 
Spare parts which appeared after the revolution and said, “After the revo 
lution, vendors refrained from giving credit and proposed selling spare 
parts for cash; however, they have now reviewed their procedures and are 
operating as in the past." 


In conclusion, the managing director of National Iranian Airlines said 
“People who progressed through the employment stages before the revolution 
and are now available to Homa on a contract basis w‘ll not be terminated, 
even though there is a surplus of 4,000 employees, but will be used in 
various departments." 
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IRAN 


HOUSING MINISTER ANNOUNCES HOUSING DISTRIBUTION PLANS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 26 Aug 79 p 3 


/Article: "Minister of Housing and Uroan Development Says: By the End 
of This Year, the Government Will Coasign 50,000 Houses to Underprivileged 
Persons"/ 


/Text/ By 21 September, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development will 
clarify the duties of owners of unused properties whose lands will be turned 
over to government ownership in accordance with the Law Abrogating Ownership 
of Unused Urban Lands. 


This matter was announced by Mostafa Katira'i, minister of housing and 
urban development. The minister of housing and urban development added, 
“A commit. *e has been appointed by the Office of the Mayor of Tehran and 
the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development to determine the duties of 
owners of unused lands and it is intended that an independent organization 
will be formed in Tehran and the provinces for this purpose. The property 
of owners who have carried out no development or construction on their 
land in accordance with the regulations of the Law Abrogating Ownership 

of Unused Urban Lands but have left their land in hopes of obtaining great- 
er profits, will be turned over to the government for handling. Owners of 
these properties can refer to places in Tehran which the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Urban Development has designated within a period of 3 months of 
the declared date and obtain an application for the issuance of an affi- 
davit to the fact that their land is not being unused upon submitting a 
photocopy of the land ownership deed and relevant plot plan. That portion 
of lands on which no construction or development has been made will revert 
to the government for handling, in accordance with these regulations. 


Upon disposing of these lands, the government intends to provide a means 
for immediately consigning them by proceeding with the plan and subdivid- 
ing the lands. By the end of this winter the government will have prepared 
the means for consigning the lands to be dispensed with. In the event a 
property owner proves that he has begun construction activities on his 

land in accordance with the articles of the regulations, an affidavit will 
be given to him. 
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The minister of housing and urban development declared, 


"The land of property owners who have full ownership of a house and a 
small plot of land will be considered unused in the event no activity has 
taken place on the land, and will revert to government ownership. How- 
ever, if the landowner does not have full ownership of a house but does 
have a small plot of land, his land will not fall under the regulations 
on reviving unused lands." 


Mostafa Katira'i pointed out, "The government has not been inactive in 
the housing field and it is in the process of implementing projects. Ac- 
cording to these projects, the government intends to complete buildings 
which it has under construction, which number more than 50,000 units, by 
the end of winter, and to place them at the disposal of applicants. In 
addition to that, the government is engaged in preparing projects whose 
details will be announced soon." 


11887 
CSO: 4906 











IRAN 


VARIOUS HOUSEHOLD COMMODITIES RUN SHORT 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 21 Aug 79 p 5 
/Article: "Vegetable Oil, Detergent and Tissues Have Become Scarce"/ 


LTextj There is no vegetable oil, laundry detergent is unavailable and 
tissue paper is scarce. 


As you wander about Tehran, it is with difficulty that you find a can of 
vegetable oil. You imagine that detergent has been dissolved and poured 
out onto the ground, and the only tissue paper you can see sometimes be 
yond a red light at some intersection or another is in the hands of 
peddlers, and even then at several times the price. 


This is the state of the market. Officials say “There is no scarcity or 
unavailability. All three items are in abundant supply throughout the 
city--it is just that profiteers have hoarded them.” 


Whatever the situation may be, the public is not getting its hands on 
these sanitary and nutritional goods. 


The vegetatle oil shortage started 2 weeks ago and gradually reached a 
climax. It was about 2 weeks ago that it was announced. 


Although the government takes a loss in the purchase of vegetable oil in 
order that chis food commodity may reach the consumer at a low price, a 
number of profiteers are exporting the vegetable oil purchased for Iran 

to Persian Gulf countries at a higher price. Thus, in a strict warning 

to hoerders, the government has given notice that there must be a: adequate 
volume of vegetable oil in the market. 


However, a group of profiteers and opportunists had been waiting for such 
an opportunity to hoard the vegetable oil at once and that is what they did. 


Laundry detergent and tissue paper are in a similar situation. These two 
commodities also have become unobtainable, apparentiy because of a lack 
of raw materials. 

















The People: Make a Revolution against the Profiteer 


"Make a revolution against profiteers, just as one must be revolutionary 
in all matters." This is what the consumer says. Mrs Homafili, a house- 
wife who was making purchases from a dry goods store at the Hasanabad in 
tersection, said, "With a limited income we must pay the greatest prices 
for goods which ought to be cheaper and more suitable." This lady said 
"Salaries have gotten smaller and prices higher, and it is certainly these 
groups which are causing goods to become expensive. Since the government 
is saying that the required consumer goods exist in the storehouses, why 
doesn't it confiscate the hoarders' stocks?" 


Mrs Vajieh Davanaqi, another consumer, says: "I, with six children, am 
forced to spend most of my salary buying food, whereas last year I could 
solve the problem of the children's food with one quarter of the salary." 
Mrs Davanaqi believes that the government must take the emam's orders to 
heart, make a revolution and punish the hoarders and profiteers. One of- 
ficial in the margarine vegetable oil plants which produce Khorus Neshan 
vegetable oil says, "The basic one to blame for these artificial shortages 
and absences is the public itself. As soon as word gets out and a rumor 
is started, people immediately go into the markets and alleys and fill up 
their bags with rice and oil lest that dry up the next day and women and 
children go hungry. This has become the custom for the Iranians of the 
society and these very elements are the biggest problem as far as the 
shortage of these goods goes."" Regarding the shortage of tissue paper, 
Eragizadeh, the sales manager of the Kleenex tissue paper plant, says, 

"At the present time most tissue paper manufacturing plants are importing 
their primary materials from abroad and since these plants’ primary mater- 
ials have been in short supply, this commodity is less frequently to be 
found in the market. Another issue is the factor of price of tt.s type of 
commodity. Some tissue paper manufacturing plants have not ye’ caised the 
prices of their goods and have kept last year's price, but mos factories 
have raised prices 40 percent; it is not odd that people are reaming 
loudly about high prices." Eraqizadeh believes that people on ‘t combat 
profiteering and, if a consumer sees that a seller is overchar, ., he 
must stop him and hand him over to the law and the courts to be penalized. 


One Hydrofoil plant official states, "The problem of the shortage of tis- 
sue in this factory lies in the absence of primary materials." He also 
said, “The primary materials imported from abroad have gone up 80 percent 

in price while we have just raised prices 10 percent. If this situation 
continues we will have no choice but to close the factory down and pursue 
some other activity." 


What Are the Merchants Saying? 
This was what the producers said; the merchants say something else. Ali 


Meqdadi, a Tehran shopkeeper on Amirieh Avenue, said "In conditions where 
the country has need for cooperation and solidarity, some factory owners 
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have unfortunately taken steps to make their products expensive. For ex- 
ample, pharmaceutical products rose in price by 20 percent at one time, 
or, for another example, 13-rial soap went up to 17 riais, and the price 
of Rika liquid detergent, which was 50 rials awhile ago, has gone up to 
65 rials. Meanwhile we are innocent but since we stand before the public 
we are considered to be guilty though the fact is that most of the fault 
lies with the producers." 
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GOVERNMENT TO SELL VACANT HOUSFS 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 23 Aug 79 p 1 


/article: “Chairman of the Board of Housing Foundation Trustees: Rental 
and Sale of Vacant Houses in Tehran Starts Saturday"/ 


/Text/ The purchase and rental of vacant houses by the Housing Foundation 
will start next Saturday, the day after tomorrow. Ayatollah Sevyed Hadi 
Khosrowshahi, head of the board of trustees of the Revolutionary Islamic 
Housing Foundation, stated, in discussing the matter at an interview, “In 
a visit I had recently with him, the emam gave permission for the plan to 
purchase and rent out vacant houses to be carried out.” Ayatollah 
Khosrowshahi added that it was decided at the Housing Foundation board of 
trustees’ meeting yesterday, in which the undersecretary of housing and 
urban development also took part, that the plan to rent out and purchase 
vacant houses would be put into operation next Saturday. 


In accordance with this plan, the Revolutionary Islamic Housing Foundation 
is renting out houses which have been identified with the aid of the 14 
Tehran committees to underprivileged persons. 


Meanwhile, the owners of vacant houses also may address themselves to the 
local committee or Housing Foundation office to rent out or sell their 
homes. 





On 20 Mordad (11 August] Ayatollah Khosrowshahi also declared that all owmers of 
vacant apartments and houses would be responsible either for renting their 
housing units to the Housing Foundation or selling them at a reasonable 
price by this winter; otherwise, the Housing Foundation would take them 
over at a reasonable price on behalf of the underprivileged. 


This news has provoked different interpretations and views. The day after, 
the minister of housing and urban development, referring to the statement 
by the head of the Revolutionary Islamic Housing Foundation board of 
trustees, said, “If the goal in consigning houses to underprivileged people 
takes the form of a recommendation it will be very desirable, but if it 
takes another form it will divert capital investment in housing from its 





original goal, because the government intends to encourage capital invest- 
ment in housing in any possible manner. Besides, this type of activity 
requires the preparation and ratification of a law.” 


Mostafa Katira'i, once again referring to Ayatollah Khosrowshahi's state- 
ment, said "In the past there was a law for the judiciary rentai of vacant 
houses and in the practical sense this failed because people were not pre- 
pared to live in houses which had been taken by force." 


By report of KEYHAN's correspondents, more than 20,000 vacant houses have 
been identified so far in Tehran. According to existing statistics, there 
are between 80,000 and 95,C00 vacant houses in Tehran, most of them situ- 
ated in the northern part of town. In addition to this, there is also a 
significant number of partialiy-completed buildings and housing complexes 
and the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development intends to complete them 
upon obtaining credit. 


In the opinion of experts, it is anticipated that when the promulgation of 
this plan is announced the value of houses and apartments will drop in the 
next few days and housing rentals, which had increased in recent weeks, 
will drop once again. 
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ISRAEI 


BRIEFS 


1979 INFLATION FORECAST--The consumer price index rose by 8 percent in 
September, according to figures released yesterday by the Central Bureau 

of Statistics. The index has risen by 65.3 percent in the first 9 months 
of this year. September's index rise reflects price hikes in all the items 
included, but shows particularly steep increases in the price of food pro- 
ducts (up 9 percent), fruit and vegetables (an increase of 11 percent), and 
educational services (up 13 percent). In the past year the consumer price 
index has gone up by 92 percent. Re'uven Karshai of the Central Bureau of 
Statistics said yesterday that the pace of inflation had increased sharply 
in the past 3 months. Up to July, inflation climbed at the rate of some 

5 to 6 percent a month, but in the past 3 months it has been climbing at 

a monthly average of some 8 percent. This increased monthly inflation rate 
is equivalent to an annual rise of 150 percent in the price index. Present 
estimates are that inflation in 1979 will hit and perhaps top 100 percent. 
[Excerpt] [Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 16 Oct 79 p 1 TA] 
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JORDAN 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF FIVE-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEWED 
aman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 8 Sep 79 p 3 


[Article: "577.5 Million Dinars Were Spent During the First 3 Years of the 
5-Year Development Plan") 


[Text] The total amount of expenditure on development and capital projects 
for the third year of the five-year economic development plan was 238.4 
million dinars compared to 201 million dinars in 1977 and 138 million dinars 
in 1976 which was the first year of the plan. 


This brings the total amount of expenditure during the first 3 years to 577.4 
million dinars. The private sector contributed 290.2 million dinars to the 
plan and the public sector contributed 287.2 million dinars. To these in- 
vestments the production sector contributed 58.2 percent and other supporting 
sectors and services contributed with 41.8 percent. 


Industry and Mining 


\ report issued by the National Planning Council, concerning the accomplish- 
ments of the plan, indicates that the sector of industry and mining was the 
prime beneficiary during the allocation of finances during 1978. The share 
of this sector swounted to 55 million dinars whereas 53.1 million dinars were 
spen* on housing and government building projects, 40.9 million dinars were 
spent for mass transportation projects, 33.3 million dinars were spent on 
water and agricultural projects and an undisclosed amount was spent on tour- 
ism, construction and tourist projects. 


ixports and Imports 


The report also mentioned that national exports increased during 1978 to 

64 million dinars compared to 60.3 million dinars in 1977 and that more than 
half the Jordanian exports went to other Arab countries followed by the 
socialist countries and then India. 


Imports increased from 454.4 million dinars in 1977 to 458.8 million dinars 
in 1978. The European Economic Community is the major exporter followed by 
the Arab countries, the socialist countries and the United States. The 
Jordanian balance of payment registered a surplus of 5.2 million dinars in 
1978 and foreign loans in 1978 amounted to 98.2 million dinars compared to 
95 million dinars in 1977. 


1265 














Income From Tourism 


The report adds that income from tourism increased from 95 million dinars 
in 1977 to 106.3 million dinars in 1978 and that the number of tourista in- 
creased from 1 million to 1.2 million. ‘the total expenditures on tourism 
increased from 42.2 million dinars in 1977 to 63.6 million dinars in 1978. 


The report mentioned that a large increase was registered in the economic 
growth rate during the past year. The total local production increased 
from 477.6 million dinars in 1977 to 561.6 million dinars in 1978 which is 
an increase of 17.6 percent. 


Income from the industrial and mining sector increased from 85 million dinars 
in 1977 to 97.3 million dinars in 1978. 


Investments 


industrial investments increased from 38.5 million dinars in 1977 to 55 
million dinars in 1978. At the same time funds for industrial loans 
available at the commercial banks and the Industrial Develcpment Bank reached 
51.7 million dinars in 1971 compared to 38.7 million dinars in 1977. 


Income from the construction sector increased from 27 million dinars in 1977 
to 35 million dinars in 1978. The volume of loans given by the Housing Bank 
to finance private and commercial construction projects increased from 15.4 

million dinars in 1977 to 22.7 million dinars in 1978. 


As for the general economic situation in the kingdom the report said that 

the net income from the agricultural sector increased from 41.7 million 
dinars in 1977 to 51 million dinars in 1978 and that the production of fruits 
and vegetables increased while the production of grains decreased due to the 
weather conditions and the lack of rain for the fourth consecutive year. 

The report also said that the increase of vegetable and fruit production was 
due to several factors, namely, the modernization of agricultural techniques, 
the use of the drop irrigation system and following protective agricultural 
methods. This led to an increase in the volume of agricultural loans offered 
by banks and specialized loaning agencies. Agricultural loans increased to 
29.1 million dinars in 1978 compared to 22.7 million dinars in 1977. 


Water and Electricity 


Income from the sector of water and electricity increased from 4.1 million 
dinars in 1977 to 5.2 million dinars in 1978. 


The report concluded that the sector of services, such as transportation, 
communication, wholesale and retail, financial, social and real estate 
services, has achieved a large growth and the earnings from this sector in- 
creased to 292 million dinars in 1978 compared to 245.5 million dinars in 
1977. 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


CIRCULATING CAPITAL--Dr Hashim al-Sabbagh, general director of the ‘Amman 
Financial Market in a statement said: "The volume of circulating capital 
in the market, during the first half of the current year, reached 5,417,996 
dinars and the volume of stock exchange reached 1,862,335 shares. There 
were also 6,525 transaction agreements that took place involving 62 companies 
which had circulaced their stocks in the market. He said that “the in- 
dustrial sector held first place where the volume of circulating shares 
reached 728,930 valued at 2,470,166 dinars. The banking sector was second 
with a volume of circulated stocks reaching 743,629 shares valued at 
2,317,238 dinars. The sector of services was third with a volume of circu- 
lated stock reaching 315,197 shares with a market value of 395,248 dinars. 

In the insurance sector the volume of circulated stocke reached 74,583 
shares valued at 25,344 dinars. The volume of c revlation, during the 

first half of the current year, showed noticab.e immrovenent if compared to 
the same period of the previous year where the .olume of circulated stocks 
was 122,998 shares valued at 2,692,794 dinars." [Text] [Amman AL-RA'Y in 
Arabic 6 Sep 79 p 3] 8988 


CSO: 4802 


1 30 








LEBANON 


PATRIARCH'S EFFORTS AT MEDIATION AMONG MARONITES IN NORTH LEBANON 
Beirut L'ORIENT-LE JOUR in French 2 Sep 79 pp 1, 10 


[Text] The mediation undertaken by His Holiness 
Patriarch Antonius Butrus Khuraysh with the purpose 

of reconciling Bsharri and Ihdin, which have been at 
odds for a year, is believed to be working. The spir- 
itual head of the Maronite community visited Bsharri 
yesterday, after having gone to Ihdin last Thursday, 

The leaders of Bsharri empowered him to speak in their 
name and promised to accept the proposals he was to make 
for a meeting between the representatives of the two 
towns. 


The patriarch, who met the representatives of the families of Bsharri at 
the home of the president of the municipality, Mr Dito Sukkar, did not 
take into account the conditions posed by Zgharta for the reconciliation. 
He pointed out that he had noted a good attitude on the part of President 
Suleyman Franjiyyah and other Zghartiot leaders. For their part, the 
deputies from Beharri, Mr Jubran Tawq and Mr Habib Kayruz, as well as the 
representatives of the Rahmah, Ja'Ja‘, Sukkar, and Fakhri femilies have 
not posed any conditions to a possible reconciliation with Zgharta. 


At the end of the meeting with the patriarch, one of the participants in 
the deliberations confided to our reporter: “The discussion was very 
frank and we spoke our minds completely. Bsharri had condemned the Ihdin 
massacre, while Ihdin had not condemmed the Bsharri massacre, which took 
place a while later. In any case, the leaders of Bsharri do not conceive 
of reconciliation with Ihdin as an operation directed against the Lebanese 
Front, because more than 500 of our people are living in the region under 
the control of the Kata'ib Party and the PNL [National Liberal Party]. 

We hope that the Mezonite reconciliation in the north constitutes the pre- 
lude to a broader Lebanese reconciliation, We asked the patriarch to 
please explain our point of view to the parties in conflict.” 


Bsharri gave a warm elcometo Msgr Khuraysh. Since 1950, the date on which 
the patriarch Aridah opened Saint Saba church, it was the first visit of a 
patriarch to Bsharri. 





At che end of the meeting with the Bsharri leaders, which took place in 
the presence of NN. SS. [translation unknown] Nasrallah Sufayr and Roland 
Abu-Jawdah, Msgr Khuraysh made a statement in which he expressed, in a 
preamble, his thanks for the welcome given him by the population. 


After having emphasized the necessity for a national understanding and for 
peace, the patriarch declared: "We can only deplore today the points of 
contention which exist between the Lebanese communities and within each 
comounity. We are deeply affected by the events which have taken place 
within the community. We have tried to reduce their effects and will 
continue to do so. We believe that the two cities of Bsharri and Ihdin 
are sisters. Their understanding and their cooperation would considerably 
aid understanding and peace among all the sons of our community, as well 
as in all Lebanon. Understanding must prevail within each community; this 
will facilitate understanding in all communities. We are trying to reach 
this objective and we have found all the necessary cooperation in Ihdin 
as well as in Bsharri. I have already said that I had made myself the 
apostle of understanding and I want to emphasize the fact that I would be 
very happy if my efforts were crowned with success." 


For his part, Dr Jubran Tawq in his remarks emphasized the fact that the 
participants in the meeting had agreed to approve the declaration which 
the patriarch would make. He then paid homage to the efforts of Msgr 
Khuraysh. 


Mr Qabalan ‘Isa al-Khuri also made a brief statement, in which he empha- 
sized the importance of understanding not only within the Maronite com- 
munity, but also throughout the entire country. 
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LEBANON 


WALID JUNBLAT'S CRITICISM OF ARAB REGIME 


Beirut L'ORIENT-LE JOUR in French 7 Sep 79 p 2 


|Text] Mr Walid Junblat, head of the Progressive Social- 
ist Party and leader of the National Movement warned 
yesterday against the effect on the Lebanese of the 
Palestine Israeli war of recognition, a war, he noted, 
conducted without any Ar’b participation and for which 
only the Lebanese must pay the price. In an extended 
interview with the daily AL-LIWA', Mr Junblat also 
emphasized the fact that an understanding between the 
Lebanese and Syrian authorities was vital to the two 
countries, while he refused however to go along with 
certain segments of the National Movement in their cam- 
paign of accusation against President Elias Sarkis. 


In the opinion of the leader of the PSP [Progressive Socialist Party], 

who was interviewed at his home in Mukhtarah, "There is a Lebanese cause 
and a Palestinian cause and we must not forget this reality under the 
cover of the interpretation of these two causes." He said that he is 
convinced that Israel, within the framework of the Camp David agreements 
with Egypt, has begun systematically to empty south Lebanon of its popu- 
lation with the purpose of occupying, at a later date, all or part of 

that region; he deplored in this matter the “impotence” of the United 
States as well as the passivity of the Arab countries "who seem to have 
abandoned the Palestinian cause." There are now left on stage only the 
Palestinian and Lebanese peoples, added Mr Junblat, and the former are by 
far the stronger. "The harder the Palestinians are attacked the stronger 
they become, because this war concerns the inevitable recognition of their 
rights," naturally, Mr Junblat continued, the Lebanese people are being 
asked to prove their solidarity and their endurance, "But in return some- 
thing must be given to the Lebanese and nothing has been given them. 7 
Several times during the interview Mr Junblat, while admitting the “Logica!” 
nature of the behavior of the Lebanese, "Who are pursuing their own inter- 
ests," sought to return to the Lebanese side of the question. Declaring 
himself in favor of a "political" struggle by the Palestinians to get back 











their rights, "While maintaining the military capability of the resistance 
and also che protection of Lebanon," Mr Junblat believes that in 3 or 4 
years a detente will be possible in the Near East, when Palestinian rights 
are finally recognizec; until then, he emphasized, we must resist, with 

the help of the Arabs, otherwise the direction at Camp David will prevail. 
Even in that case, surrendering to lsrael would be out of the question, 
stated Mr Junblat, who recognizes however that "we are in danger of becoming 
refugees." 





"Without wishing to set himself up as the advocate of legal Lebanese author- 
ity," Mr Junblat lashed out against the attitude which consists in over- 
whelming that authority. "On what do you expect that authority to be basec, 
he asked, "Where are the friends of the Arabs and the Lebanese people?" The 
head of the PSP emphasized again the fact that the only path to security 
lies in legality “which represents the silent majority," and that this 
legality must be reaffirmed first with Syrian help and then with Palestin- 
ian help. He expressed his conviction that an inter-Lebanese agreement can 
only come after an agreement between the Lebanese and the Syrians and that 
it must be in the interest of both countries. And, Mr Junblat feels, there 
is not enough cooperation between Lebanon and Syria, no more than between 
Lebanon and the Palestinians, between Damascus and Beirut. "There is no 
agreement but rather permanent circumspection," he noted, pointing out that 
one of the main subjects of disagreement concerns the Lebanese Army. 


In the opinion of the Progressive Socialist leader, the only way to avoid 
civil war, or Israeli hegemony, lies in the establishment “of a clear re- 
lationship between Lebanon and Syria, in political, military and economic 
areas." 


Asked about the possibility of an atteck by the forces of Sa'd Haddad in 
the direction of al-Biqa and the mountains, Mr Junblat stated that this 
question was the subject of an article written by his father, Kamal Junblat, 
a week before he was assassinated and which was never published. "Perhaps 
someday I will reveal its general tenor," said Mr Junblat, "but for the 
moment I have enough enemies as it is. I don't have to create new ones." 


Then referring to pressures "which could be placed" in a new phase on the 
National Movement as well as relations between the various tendencies 
within the movement, Mr Junblat emphasized his determination to speak out 
“with complete frankness and in accordance with his convictions, but if 
some Of our allies do not wish to speak freely," he added, "it is their 
business and not mine. I for one have nothing to lose and history and 
the Lebanese people alone will judge my words." And then he pointed out: 
"Material and moral pressures exist certainly; what worse can happen than 
has happened in the past?" 


In addition, Mr Junblat accused the Lebanese Front of no longer seeking 
“partition but the unification of Lebanon under its own hegemony.” He 
excluded any possibility of dialog with the commander in chief of the 
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Lebanese Forces, Mr Bashir Jumayyil, who, he feels, “Is a man whose day is 
over, after the Ihdin operation.” Mr Junblat then stated his desire to 
establish a distinction “between the Kata'ib Party and the Jumayyil family,’ 
and pointed to the existence within that party of a moderate wing. Finally, 
Mr Junblat denied that the Lebanese Front has the right to represent the 
Lebanese Christians and he sees Mr Raymond Iddih, the leader of the National 
Bloc, as “the representative of the silent Christian majority and even of 
the Moslem one." He pointed out that he has tried to convince Mr Iddih to 
return to Lebanon, but that he was refused by the leader of the BN [National 
Bloc] “who has been obstinate on certain questions." 
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LEBANON 


NASIRISTS APPEAL FOR ARAB SUMMIT 
Beirut L'ORIENT-LE JOUR in French 7 Sep 79 p 2 


[Text] The leadership committee of the Independent 
Nasirist Movement (Murabitum), which met yesterday 
under the chairmanship of Mr Ibrahim Qulaylat, pub- 
lished a communique defining the positions of the 
movement with respect to today's problems and list- 
ing the following positions taken: 


--Because of the unchanging Lebanese policy the Murabituns are convinced 

that the appeal of President Sarkis for an Arab summit “is not serious and 

is only a maneuver, because no Arab solution can be envisaged for the south, 
as long as the Lebanese regime refuses to apply the Bayt al-Din resolutions." 


--The movement is pleased with the o position action undertaken by the 
Nasirists in Egypt. 


--The opposition of the Murabituns to the promotion of officers in the 
army, the FSI [Internal Security Forces] and the General Security differs 
fundamentally from that of the Lebanese Front, “which wants promotions to 
be made according to religious and partisan considerations, so as to place 
the army in the hands of the militia. 


UFPT [Union of the Forces of the Working People] Communique 


For its part, the Political Bureau of the Union of the Forces of the Working 
People, a Nasirist organization with Syrian ties, met under the chairman- 
ship of Mr Kamal Shatilah. 


At the end of the meeting, a communique was published, which emphasized the 
following points: 


--The Political Bureau denounces “the action of the militia against innocent 
Christian citizens and against the will of his holiness the Maronite patri- 
arch and other Maronite political forces free from Zionist influence." 


--There exist, among Moslems, “active sabotage networks." 


--The recent promotions in the ranks of the Lebanese Army constitute a 
partial but nevertheless positive measure. The UFPT approves this meas- 
ure and calls for the “pursuit of the purification of the army of the 

rest of the militiamen and officers motivated by religious considerations." 
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MOROCCO 


MAATI BOUABID INTERVIEWED UPON RETURN FROM HAVANA 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 17 Sep 79 pp 1, 10 


{Interview with Prime Minister of Morocco Maati Bouabid, in Rabat on 17 
September, by Fatima Belarbi] 


[Text] In an interview with L'OPINION, Mr Maati Bouabid states: Morocco 
is open to any form of cooperation on condition that her territorial inte- 
grity is respected from La Guera to Tangiers. 


Upon his return from Havana where he presided over the Moroccan delegation 
to the proceedings of the sixth summit of nonalined nations, we contacted 
Mr Maati Bouabid, prime minister and minister of justice who willingly 
answered our questions. 


Here is the interview which he graciously granted us: 


[Question] Mr Prime Minister, if you had to make an evaluation of the sixth 
summit of nonalined nations in Havana, what would it be? 


[Answer] Since the fifth summit of nonalined nations, Cuba and a certain 
number of Marxist-Leninist countries have wanted to make the movement the 
"natural ally" of the socialist bloc. For them, the only enemy of the 
countries in the nonalined movement is Western imperialism, particularly 
the United States. 


Activism in these countries has been encouraged by their prevalence within 
the office of coordination (of the movement) to the extent that the latter 
have often over-stepped their prerogatives of "coordination" in order to 
impose actual leadership. 


Therefore, there has been an abuse on the part of a small group of countries 
which has given a feeling of being marginalized to a number of nonalined 
nations (the orthodox nations), in other words, they have the impression 

that they are no longer welcome to participate in the options and decisions 
of the movement. This situation has created a strong reaction from several 
countries, principally from Yugoslavia and India. In this context, President 
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Tito led a veritable diplomatic campaign to make the member countries aware 
of the authenticity of the principles of nonalinement. The purpose was 
two-fold: it was necessary to end the activism of Cuba and her friends, and 
to Limit her room to maneuver for 3 years, a period during which Cuba will 
discharge the duties of chairmanship of the movement of nonalined nations. 


Therefore, what happened in Havana was predictable. In addition, Fidel 
Castro set the tone for this conference from the beginning with his inau- 
gural address by reiterating the favorite themes of the socialist options. 
As a result, many countries spoke out to indicate their disapproval and to 
accuse Cuba and her supporters of wishing to divert the movement from its 
course. Many observers raised the question of breaking up the movement. 
However, thanks to the sense of responsibility and political experience of 
some chiefs of state and of government, the spirit and the letter of non- 
alinement were preserved. 


As a founding member, Morocco had to play her role through her contacts 
and friendships in order to preserve the official line of nonalinement-- 
which is antibipolar and against military alliance with any bloc. 


Reason prevailed, and although some concessions had to be made, the final 
Statement, on both the political and the economic level received several 
amendments in favor of the orthodoxy of the movement designated as “an 
authentic, independent and antibloc factor.” 


On the economic level, the final declaration stresses concurrently "the 
universality of the movement including all political and economic systems, 
diverse though they may be." The movement also preserved its unity by 
remaining committed to its struggle against colonialism, neo-colonialisn, 
racism including Zionism and apartheid, and all forms of imperialism. 


We might say that the sixth summit in Havana finished on a positive note 
concerning both the movement and certain questions such as the Middle East. 


The PLO emerged from it reinforced by the unanimity of opinion which pre- 
vailed in favor of its legitimate national rights. 


However, having stated all of the pressures which weighted on the Havana 
Conference, we must remain vigilant in order to keep the principles which 
inspire nonalinement intact. 


As for the economic aspect, after having analyzed the elements of the present 
crisis, including among other things, the absence of the political goodwill 
of the well-endowed countries exhibited during the 5th UNCTAD, the conferenc* 
took up certain options in favor of the new international economic order 

in the context of a program which principally stresses cooperation among 
nonalined nations (South-South rapport). 
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While launching an appeal for international solidarity and reiterating the 
program provided by the 5th UNCTAD, our movement has put the accent on: 


--aid to less developed countries and to enclaved and semi-enclaved nations, 
--cancellation of debts of the less developed countries, 


--and at the same time investigation of the creation of a monetary fund 
for nonalined nations. 


Regirding the question of our Saharan Provinces, we must emphasize that 
Morocco felt that the atmosphere in Havana was hostile. However, our dele- 
gation asserted our national rights by explaining our point of view clearly 
and succinctly. The Moroccan delegation has, in fact, led an extensive 
campaign of explanation toward many nonalined nations who rallied to her 
point of view. 


We must compliment certain African chiefs of state, foremost among whom 

is President Sekou Toure, who in the face of the tension in northwest Africa, 
too«x the initiative in presenting an amendment opposing that proposed by 
Cuba, with the help of Algeria. Although it was not retained, neverthe- 

less it showed that Morocco is not isolated, contrary to what is desired by 
her adversaries. Many Afro-Asian and Latin American countries have given 
their support to Morocco. 


We must say that viewed in the context of Havana, the amendment modifying 
the Algerian proposal constitutes a Moroccan victory which a number of 
impartial observers did not fail to point out. 


Faithful to her principles, Morocco also made a contribution in the direc- 
tion of cooperation of the nonalined nations. Here we must recall the pro- 
posal of his majesty the king, to the incumbent president of the OAU, 

Mr William Tolbert, encouraging cooperation among the countries of the region 
which certainly strengthened the recommendations of the nonalined nations. 


We are for a solution to the future, for a real economic integration of our 
continent, for the emancipation of the countries in the region. Among the 
measures which are likely to promote the enclaved nations, Morocco has, 
within the framework of mutual benefit and brotherly mutual aid, proposed 
to support and develop a policy of sea rights. 


This proposal also aroused great interest from a goodly number of countries. 
While placing the problem of the Sahara in its context of national terri- 
torial integrity, it makes it possible to open our doors to cooperation 
with the countries in the region. 
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[Question] Tunisia has just offered its services as a mediator to find a 
solution to the tension which prevails in northwest Africa. Algeria has 
rejected this proposal. What do you think of it? 


[Answer] At every opportunity Morocco has manifested and is still manifest- 
ing her willingness to find a solution to the tension which prevails in north- 
west Africa, tension aroused and maintained by Algeria. Every time, we 

find insincerity among our neighbors who want to perceive this conflict 

as different from what it really is; that is, a bilateral conflict. 


By the same token, although President Bourguiba, the great Maghreb leader, 
offered to hold this summit in his country, we might say that he is comple- 
tely aware of the origin of the struggle. 


In our opinion, President Bourguiba's proposal is the natural and realis- 
tic way to control this problem. Morocco, a sovereign nation, refuses 

to hold discussions with mercenaries, but does not reject negotiations with 
those who manipulate them, even more so since this alleged liberation move- 
ment is not recognized by any international authority. 


[Question] Algeria never stops trying to take the Saharan problem out of 
its true African setting. Why these maneuvers? 


[Answer] Algeria maintains this tension for reasons of strategy and hege- 
mony. In addition, she has a great many internal problems which have re- 
cently become obvious. Algeria is vainly trying to cause Morocco to be 
censured. 


This is what she tried to do in Monrovia and Havana. Certain responsible 
heads of state condemned the Monrovia proceedings. 


In Havana, other countries became aware of Algeria's intensions. In fact, 
Algeria tried to bring up the problem before all of the international au- 
thorities. 


She is mobilizing all of her diplomatic and news media so that the tension 
will continue and her POLISARIO will be recognized. 


This is really her problem, in spite of what the Algerian leaders are say- 
ing. 


Morocco is confident that the wisdom and the judgment of the Organization 
of African Unity will overcome the Algerian maneuvers and find an African 
solution to this bilateral tension. Morocco does not despair of finding 
a truly cooperative spirit within the countries of this subregion. 


[Question] Mr Prime Minister, what will be the position of Morocco in the 
United Nations regarding the conflict which prevails over northwest Africa? 
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[Answer] As she has explained upon many occasions, Morocco's position is 
clear and definite--19 million Moroccans are unanimous concerning that 
question, namely, their territorial integrity. The Sahara problem is an 
affair of sovereignty and Morocco will not hear of any concession, much 
less surrender. However, Morocco is open to any form of cooperation on 
condition that her legitimate rights are not denied and her territorial 
integrety from La Guera to Tangier is respected. 


The United Nations cannot fail to recognize the legitimate rights of Morocco. 
The Saharan peoples are self-determined in that they chose to return to their 
motner country, Morocco. 


The will of the people comes before everything else: no resolution can 
oppose that will. Furthermore, one of the fundamental tenets of the United 
Nations Charger is the preservation of a country's national unity and terri- 
torial integrity. Any attempt aimed at destroying them, evenly partially, 
is incompatible with the aims and principles of the United Nations Charter 
or with any other international or regional authority. 


Algeria will undoubtedly try again to deceive the world, but Morocco which 
is strongly aware of her rights and of her legitimacy, will defend her 
territorial integrity whatever the price may be. 
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SYRIA 


SYRIAN RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. SAID TO BE DETERIORATING 
Paris AL-~MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 8 Sep 79 p 25 


/Article: "The ‘Arm Twisting’ Policy Between Damascus and Washington. 
The American Embassy in Damascus Leaks the News of the Signing of a 
Revised Technical Agreement Between the Two Countries. Syria does not 
link development with Foreign Policy."/ 


/Text/ During a reception held last week in the Syrian capital, a diplomat 
from the American embassy in Damascus, while discussing different political 
matters with some friends, was asked by one of them: "I am convinced that 

the American-Syrian relations have never been worse since diplomatic relations 
were restored between the two countries in 1974." The American diplomat 
replied: "Unfortunately I can only go along with your opinion.” The friend 
also wondered how long it has been since a meeting was held between the 
American ambassador in Damascus and President Assad. Sighing the American 
diplomat said that no meeting was held between the two parties since the 
American ambassador presented his credentials to President Assad last year. 


Political observers in the Syrian capital agree that bilateral relations 
between Washington and Damascus, which had reached a peak during the 
Carter-Assad summit conference in Geneva 2 years ago, began to deteriorate 
since President Sadat's visit to Israel and the resulting Camp David agree- 
ments; the Egyptian-Israeli separate peace treaty and the negotiations on 
self-rule. It is also obvious that the subject of the Israeli raids over 
the Lebanese cities and villages and the Palestinian camps, with sophisticated 
American weapons, has contributed tremendously to the deterioration of 
American-Syrian relations. During an interview with AL-MUSTAOBAL, a 

Syrian official openly discussed his country's position. He said: "We 
consider the United States directly responsible for the Israeli attacks 
against Lebanon since Syria is convinced that Washington implicity approves 
of the Israeli actions.” 


Recent statements by President Assad and his foreign minister, ‘Abd al-Halim 
Khaddam, indicate the total Syrian disapproval of the American position. 
Both have agressively attacked the American policy in public statements and 
during exchanges of toasts with important European dignitaries visiting 
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Damascus recently such as Rumanian President Nicolae Ceausescu and the 

West German Foreign Minister Hans Genscher. The attack on the American 
policy was aggressive to the point where Ceausescu and Genscher were forced 

to defend the American policy for the protection of their countries’ relations 
with the United States. 


Observers notice that both Damascus and Washington are trying to avoid 
breaching diplomatic relations and burning bridges between the two countries 
since both countries declare almost on a daily basis that they are seeking 
a permanent and just solution in the Middle East. In order to achieve such 
i solution they need each other. It seems that what is happening now 
between the two countries is a matter of “twisting arms” as stated by an 
Arab ambassador in Damascus. America wants Damascus to go along with the 
American peace plan and it is using several means to reach that goal. The 
Syrian media officially accused the United States of organizing sectarian 
disturbances inside Syria such as the massacre of the academy of artillery 
in Aleppo which occurred 2 months ago and the other dangerous disturbances 
which occurred in the Syrian coastal city of Latakia during the past week. 


In its turn Damascus is trying to implement all means in order to make 

the United States abandon the Camp David policy and adopt a just policy which 
would ensure the return of the Arab occupied land and secure the rights of 
the Palestinian people. Something that occurred on 30 August 1979 confirmed 
that both the United States and Syria wish to keep some of the bridges open 
between them. American and Syrian officials on that date signed ammendments 
to previous aid agreements valued at 3.67 million dollars. The ammendments 
related to the grant of /general participant training/ is valued at 2.1/7 
million dollars and will finance advanced academic training for a number 

of Syrian graduates in the different fields of specialization such as 
sciences, technology and agriculture. The signing of this ammendment brings 
the total sum allocated for this Syrian project to 7.1 million dollars since 
1975. 


The ammendment related to the Technical Institute of Health allocates 1.5 
million dollars for that project and additional funds for the 4.05 million 
dollar grant which was agreed upon in 1978. This project will improve the 
Syrian capability of \raining a large number of technicians working in the 
field of health. It will eventually strengthen the Syrian hospitals and 
medical centers by the necessary and qualified quadres. 


The ammendments were signed by Mr /Mays Weidman/, director of the American 
Agency for International Development in Syria and Mr ‘Abd al-Hamid Mar'i, 
assistant to the minister of the Syrian Ministry of Planning. 


The Syrian media completely ignored the signing of these ammendments but 
American diplomats at the American embassy in Damascus leaked the news 

to some journalists by means of direct contact. A Syrian official commenting 
on this said; "The process of economic and social development in our country 
should not be affected by the improvement or by the deterioration of political 
relations. It has been proven in several countries that the process of 
development should not be linked to foreign policy.” 





It is worth noting that to a very important factor contributed to the 
deterioration of relations between Washington and Damascus. The Syrian 
capital was disgusted with all the outcry of the Western press, instigated 
by Washington as it seemed, concerning the Palestinian-American dialogue 
and concerning the amendment of resolution 242. Syrian officials warned 
Abu ‘Ammar and other resistance leaders, during meetings held in Damascus 
recently, about the consequences of getting involed in any dialogue with 
America at the present time. At the same time the Syrian media continued 
to launch cruel attacks against the United States and its policy to a point 
where it can be said that a miracle is required to salvage the Syrian- 
American relations from the deep trench into which it fell. 
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SYRIA 


RECENT CIVIL DISTURBANCES REVIEWED 
Paris AL~MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 15 Sep 79 p 18 


/Article: “Syrian Authorities Assure the People that the Riots are Over 
and Threaten to Destroy the ‘Camp David Agents'"/ 


[Text/ On Friday night 7 September 1979, the Syrian television broadcast 

an interview with Husni ‘Abu, vice chairman of the movement of the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Syria. ‘Abu had been arrested last August after the massacre 
which took place in the Academy of Artillery in Aleppo during which almost 
50 cadets were killed. 


The Syrian authorities, prior to the broadcast, had officially blamed the 
Muslim Brotherhood for the Aleppo massacre and the other terrorist activities, 
which took place and are still taking place in the form of assassinations 
planting explosives in commercial installations with the aim of disturbing 
the economic situation and instigating violence in the country. 


During the televised interview, Husni ‘Abu confessed that during the past 
2 years the Muslim Brotherhood was responsible for the assassinations and 
sabotage activities in the Syrian cities aimed at disrupting the Syrian 
economy. He said that he was recruited by the organization in 1965. In 
1966 with the aid of Shaykh Burhan he was trained at a camp in shooting, 
dismantling and assembling weapons. He also confirmed that he had colla- 
borated and planned a series of assassinations and sabotage activities 
since 1970. 


Husni ‘Abu added that Captain Ibrahim Yusuf, who is primarily responsible 
for the Aleppo massacre, had been recruited by the movement 2 years ago. 
He also talked about the activities carried out by the movement in Aleppo 
such as the assassination of WOJG Muhanna and Captain Muhammad al]-Mahmud 
and the murderous acts in al-Fakhur and al-Safa in which children, women 
and young men were murdered. 


The vice chairman of the Muslim Brotherhood talked about a number of other 
terrorist activities such as the assassination of Dr al-‘Abid and Dr Yusuf 
al-Yusuf. He gave a lot of details about connections between the members 
of the movement and about the manner in which they dealt with each other. 
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He also talked about the operation of setting a lumber yard on fire and of 
killing a traffic officer in order to rob him of his telecommunication 
system so that it could be used by the movement members to monitor the 
conversation of the Syrian secret police. 


The most important point which Husni ‘Abu discussed was that the purpose of 
the members’ activities was to confuse the authorities in order to weaken the 
unity and the strength of the country and to draw it into a sectarian war 
similar to that which occurred in Lebanon. 


It was noticed that ‘Abu was talking very calmly, while drinking tea, despite 
the fact that he knew that he will be facing the death penalty by handing. 
It is also evident that the movement is continuing its terrorist activities. 
The wave of assassination has not ceased, starting with the recent killing 
of Dr Shihada, the sounds of explosions which can be still heared here and 
there from time to time. The most recent explosion occurred last Saturday 
morning at the headquarters of the Syrian Airlines in Damacus and resulted 
in heavy damages. This is not to mention the incidents in the city of 
Latakia after the 31 August assassination of Yusuf al-Sarim who was an 
important religious leader. This assassination was followed by violent 
reactions and disturbances, but the Syrian authorities were able to put an 
end to these incidents. The Syrian Government was very annoyed by that 
which it described as exagerations by the Israeli radio and its friendly 
media which helped in spreading and magnifying the rumors. For this reason, 
the Syrian authorities organized, last Sunday and Monday, an investigative 
tour to Latakia and the Syrian coast. The tour was joined by a large number 
of Arab and foreign journalists and correspondents of international press 
agencies so that they could witness that the situation in those areas have 
returned to normal and that law and order prevail. 


In a report from Latakia, the correspondant of AL-MUSTAQBAL said: “We did 
not notice anything unusual along the coast from the city of Tartus to the 
city of Latakia. The streets were crowded with people and vehicles and 
stores were opened until 8 pm. We only no.iced that beaches and tourist ic 
resorts were vacant and that was due to rumors and fabricated stories about 
the situation in the city of Latakia. As we walked the streets of Latakia 
we did not see any indication of destruction. In Latakia we were received 
by the mayor and the secretary of the Syrian branch of the Arab Socialist 
Ba'th Party. The mayor told us that the authorities were quicihly able to 
bring the situation under control and that some people were arrested in 
order to avoid their possible reaction but that they were eventually released. 


"The mayor also said that the security ferces in the city had arrested 

20 persons accused of taking part in carrying out the conspiracy which was 
aimed at destroying the unit of this country and instigating religious dis- 
turbances. The mayor refused to identify the political inclinations of 
those persons but he said that this identity will be made public at the 
completion of the investigation. 





As tor the popula. demonstration which took place in Latakia last Monday, 
the mayor said: ‘The people expressed their adherence to the unity and 
their support to President Hafiz al-Asad and warned that all conspirators 
and their conspiracies shall be defeated. ' 


“It is also important to mention that Syrian officials have repeatedly 
accused the Camp David parties,--Egypt, Israel and the United States,-- 
of being behind such conspiracies which aim at forcing Syria to change 
its position vis-a-vis the Camp David policy. 


Foreign and Arab diplomats unanimously azree that the terrorist activities 
did not affect the strong Syrian regime or Syrian foreign po/icy.” 








SYRIA 


COMPLETED INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS LISTED 
Damascus AL~BA'TH in Arabic 7 Sep 79 p 4 
[Article by H. B.: “Industrial Projects in Syria"] 


[Text] Industrial production in Syria increased from 8.162 billion 
Syrian pounds in 1975 to 11.787 billion pounds in 1978. In other words, 
during a 3-year period, the value of industrial production increased by 
44.4 percent. Basically, the increase was due to the fact that a number 
of factories began operation in 1978. The rate of growth of this sector 
of the economy will further be increased by putting the remaining indus- 
trial projects in operation. 


The following industrial projects have been completed: 


In Damascus: A beer brewing factory, a dairy products production line, an 
underwear factory, an engraving and experimentation center, a glass 
factory, a chemical detergent plant, a food canning factory, a grain mill, 
and a pencil factory. ‘T7urthermore, the Arab Medical Company is under- 
going improvements. 


In Homs: a dairy products factory. a yeast factory, a spinning factory 
with 37,000 spindles, a triple super phosphate fertilizer factory, and a 
urea-ammonia fertilizer factory. 


In Aleppo: A biscuit production line, a cement production 1. > with a 1000 
ton capacity, a factory for men's ready wear, a factory for women's ready 
wear, a wool carpet factory, a cable factory, a television screen factory, 
a glass factory, a sheep and cow hides tannery, an amianthus cement 
factory, a factory for battery casings, an electric lamp factory and Shaykh 
Sa'id Cement Plant. The tractor industry is being developed. 


In Hamah: a pha:maceutical factory, a porcelain factory, a cement produc- 
tior line with a 100 ton capactiy, a factory for washing wool, a plant 

for melting ‘ron, a metal pipes factory, a wool-spinning factory, a tire 
factory, a grain mill, a second production line in Salamiyah Cement Factory, 
the Southern Ghab Sugar Factory and a shoe factory in Misyaf. 








In Dayr al-Zawr: A cotton spinning factory with a capacity of 37,000 
spindles and another cotton spinning factory with a capacity of 75,000 
spindles, a sugar factory, a paper factory and a canned foods factory. 


In Tartus: <A cement factory, a spinning factory in Jablah with a capacity 
of 75,000 spladles and tobacco processing and redrying station in Jabalah. 


In Dir’a: A macaroni factory and a shoe factory. 

In Raqqah: A sugar factory and another sugar factory in Maskana. 

In Idlib: A factory for preserved foods and a canned foods factory. 
In latakia: A tobacco factory and an aluminum factory. 

In Suwayda': A wool rugs factory and a shoe factory. 


In Hasaka: A canned foods factory and a cotton spinning factory with a 
capacity of 75,000 spindles. 


In addition, four grain warehouses, seven grain purchase centers and nine 
grain mills were built in various cities of the country. 


During the first quarter of the current year, installation of the first 

unit in the steam generating station in Mahradah was completed. The unit has 
a production capacity of 150 megawatts. The second unit was put in opera~ 
tion during the third quarter of the year. 


During the third quarter of the past year, a contract was signed for the 
building of a new steam generating station in the Baniyas district with 
a production capacity of 2 x 170 megawatts. It is expected that the 
station will be in operation by the end of 1981. Meanwhile, studies are 
currently underway for the building of a steam generating station in the 
southern part of Syria with a production capacity of 2 x 150 megawatts. 
The station will be ready by the end of 1983. 


Surveys are currently being made for utilizing all the available waterfalls 
in Syria for generating electric power. At the same time studies have been 
initiated for building the first nuclear power station in the country. 

This station will begin operation by the end of the eighties. In the 
district of ‘Adra, the first plant to generate electric power from solar 
and wind energy was constructed. Studies and research in this field are 
continuing. 


The total production capacities of the electric power stations in Syria 
increased from 24] megawatts in 1970 to 1590 megawatts in 1979. All the 
governorates of the country have been linked with the general electric 
current network. The number of villages provided with electricity 
increased from 241 in 1970 to 1173 at the end of 1978. During 1978, 267 
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villages were eiectriftied. Meanwhile the two connecting lines with Lebanon 
and Jordan on a 230 kv wire were completed. It is expected that the 
connection will be realized during the second half of the current year. 


The industrial development plan aims at realizing harmony and integration 
with the objectives of the production plan in the agricultural sector 

in a way that guarantees meeting the agricultural needs of fertilizers, 
machinery and processing the raw materials that can be produced at economical 
costs in the country in order to secure those materials needed for local 
consumption and to export the surplus raw materials processed. The 
industrial development plan also aims at meeting the needs of the domestic 
market in terms of consumer goods on the basis of the population growth 
rate, the increase of the average income per capita, changes in the 
consumer goods market, substituting local goods for imported products in 
an economical way, contributing to changing the structure of exported 
goods through increasing the industrial exports that suits the needs of 
the Arab and foreign markets in terms of quality, specifications and 
type, working on the concept of the unity of the Arab market and avoiding 
competition with the other Arab industries with the aim of achieving 

Arab economic integration, manufacturing the articles within the scope 

of the strategy for the defense and security plans and distributing the 
industrial projects over various parts of the country, whenever possible, 
thus securing appropriate employment opportunities for the labor force. 
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SYRIA 


TARTUS GOVERNOR INSPECTS DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
Damascus AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 7 Sep 79 p 4 


[Article: "Jawrat al-Hisan Water Project Will be Put to Use Within Two 
Months To Irrigate Laads in 87 Villages"] 


[Text] The governor of Tartus, ‘Ali Zayud, offered practical and effective 
solutions for the various problems impeding progress in the public service 
projects, currently being carried out in the Shaykh Badr district. He 

also dealt with the issue of transporting supply materials, especially 
wheat and building and construction materials, to the district. He asked 
the member of the executive bureau, in charge of implementing such pro- 
jects, to cooperate with the specialized agencies of the government in 

this respect. 


Accompanied by a member of the executive office for education and communi- 
cations sectors, the directors of housing, telephones, electric power, 
supply and planning, the governor, yesterday, made an on-the-spot 
inspection tour of the public services projects in the area. These 
projects include the introduction of many improvements, raising the 
technical standard of the Shaykh Badr-Tartus road to the points where 

it reaches Bahnin village, improving the road to the village of al-Mirayqib 
and building a sewage system for Shaykh Badr town. He also inspected 

the repair works at Shaykh Salih al-‘Ali grave and ordered the directorate 
of transport and other officials in the district to pave and asphalt 

the road to the site of the grave and build a flower garden around it. 


At the cultural center in al-Duraykish, the governor presided over a 
meeting attended by officials of the Ba'th party, public organizations 
and the government in the districts of Shaykh Badr at Rumanah. The 
meeting reviewed and discussed ali matters relating to the needs of the 
area in terms of public service projects and those other projects that 
should be includec in the forthcoming Five-Year Development Plan. During 
the meeting it was decided to establish telephone communication between 
Shaykh Badr district and Wadi al-"Uyun. The telephone project will be 
carried out this year. In addition, the internal telephone network for 
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Shaykh Badr town will be completed in anticipation of the future implemen- 
tation of the ground aetwork and the new 900-line switchboard. The village 
of Brisin will be connected with the electric power station at the town 

of Shaykh Badr to provide the village with an electric current from its 
reserve units, in case of disruption of the electric current from the 
country's general electric network. The village of Brisin will have a 

new telephone network installed. 


The governor decided to allocate one of the water reservoirs run by the 
directorate of housing to the Qadmus district, another to the Duraykish 
district and a third will operate 4 days for Shaykh Badr town and the 

other 3 days of the week for Safita in order to secure a supply of drinking 
water for the inhabitants of these areas. 


During the meeting, the director of housing said that the Jawrat al-Hisan 
Water Project, which would irrigate lands in 87 villages and farms in 

the Tartus and Shaykh Badr areas, will be ready for exploitation during 
the coming 2 months. The project will be inaugurated on the occasion of 
the celebration of the anniversary of the blessed corrective movement. 


The governor opened the meeting with a speech in which he explained the 
dimensions and significance of the unique combative role played by Syria 
under the leadership of the President of the Republic and secretary 
general of the party Hafiz al-Assad in the service of the glory and 
dignity of the Arabs and in support of their destiny-making causes. 
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TUNISIA 


PROCEEDINGS OF TENTH CONGRESS OF DESTOURIAN SOCIALIST PARTY REPORTED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 14 Sep 79 p 28 


[Article: "The Tenth Conference of the Tunisian Destourian Party: Harsh 
Dialogue Instead of Soft Dialogue; Bourguiba Announces That His Health Will 
Allow Him To Be in Charge of Next Conference in Five Years" |] 


[Text] “Till we meet again at the next conference!" It was with this 
sentence that President Bourguiba concluded the business of the Tenth Con- 
ference of the Destourian Socialist Party, emphasizing that his health was 
good and that it would allow him to run the business of the next con- 
ference in 5 years. In past months Tunisian policy had been focused on 
preparations for this conference and on awaiting the results that it would 
produce, especially since it comes 20 months after the events o* 26 January 
1978 and immediately after the situation between union leaders and govern- 
ment and party officials had become critical. The conference also comes 
at a time when there is much discussion about Bourguiba's successor and 
about the struggles and sharp contradictions within the factions of the 
Tunisian regime. 


It is in this climate that President Bourguiba issued a partial amnesty 
that included some trade union leaders. Chief among them was Habib Achour, 
the former president of the unions and the former member of the party's 
Political Bureau. 


Although some leftist or Liberal opposition leaders, such as Ahmed Mestiri 
the former minister of the interior, insist on holding on to their reser- 
vations regarding the regime, other opposition elements have expressed “heir 
optimism about the partial amnesty initiative. They are making a wager that 
a comprehensive openness step would follow at a subsequent date. The wager 
those people are making rests specifically on the person of Hedi Nouira 
because he represents the faction of the “doves” inside the government. He 
may be more inclined than others to accept the principle of multiple parties, 
especially since he did try some time ago to approach some of Mestiri's 
allies, such as Hassib Ben Ammar and (Baji Qa'id al-Sabasi) with whom he 

had initiated a dialogue, or some of Ahmed Ben Salah' historical friends, 
such a Hedi Baccouche whom he appointed special adviser for party affairs. 








lis objective from this was to break down the party barrier that Party 
Director Mohamed Sayah and Defense Minister ‘Abdallah Farhat had sect up 
1round him. Hedi Baccouche did in fact succeed in contacting some young 
clements and technocrats who have no tics with Sayah, and he enlisted 
their loyalty to Hedi Nouira. 


A few days before the conference was convened, Tunisia's ambassador in Paris 
Hedi Mabrouk contacted some active and leftist members of the opposition 

in France. He told them that the party wished to make itself open to them 
and to solve all the problems that were pending: problems that pertained to 
sentences that have been issued against some; or problems that pertained to 
those who were being prosecuted [by the authorities] or to those who did 

not have passports. 


But the optimism of those people was dissipated on the first day of the 
conference following the presentation of the comprehensive report by the 
Secretary General of the party Hedi Nouira. He spoke in “hawkish" terms 
dashing any hope for direct openness to the opposition, and especially to 
those who were former partners in the government. He accused [the former 
members of government] of contriving various problems to hurt the reputa- 
tion of the country only because they were seeking power. He emphasized 
that the openness he was calling for was that of "the constant intake of 
the energies that lay in a developing society and not a return to those who 
had stumbled because they had erred or failed and taken no action that was 
not motivated by selfishness and malice." He also explained that openness 
did not consist merely of circumstantial alliances or a distribution of 
positions. 


lie also rejected the principle of multiple parties because it would hurt 

the development of Tunisia and would not be appropriate to its condition, 
particularly since the multiplicity of parties has been proven a failure 

in the Third French Republic, in Italy and in Portugal. He pointed out that 
Bourguiba's party had the capacity to accept constructive criticism and to 
accept multiple views within the party, provided that there was congruity 

in their objectives. He indicated that Greek democracy was a democracy of 
clectoral representation, viewing Tunisia as having a need for such electo- 
ral democracy rather than for classical democracy. 


Nouira launched a vicious attack against Mestiri and accused him of ignoring 
democracy and human rights during his administration. He charged that 
Mestiri was nevertheless traveling all over the world, in Europe and in the 
United States, inciting against the legitimate government [in Tunisia] 

those whom he described as “some of those who have suffered adversities"-- 
the advocates of European socialism and some special and biased interests 

on the American continent. Nouira described those interests as "forever 
willing to deal with the Israeli machinery and with the international gangs 
that spread chaos everywhere." Nouira was referring specifically to the 

fact that Brzezinski had seen both Ahmed Mestiri and Ahmed Ben Salah. 





Nouira alsw attacked the former unitary agreement with Libya--the Djerba 
Agreement, and he described it as having taken place in secret, “just like 
treacherous attacks that are only made under cover of darkness." He severely 
criticized the Algerian theory that advocates the unity of the peoples of 
Torthwest Africa rather than the unity of the countries of Northwest Africa, 
and he said, “The notion of the [unity of the] countries of northwest Africa 
is the only realistic notion." 


Some people at the conference were surprised by the strong tone of the 
speech. They asked for “soft talk instead ofharshtalk." Others launched 
an attack on individual loyalties. They intended to disparage Mohamed Sayah. 


Some people also denounced the fact that some ministers who had resigned 
after the events were attendin che conference. 
The conference was not a stormy one because of the “mutual consent" agreement 


between Nouira and Sayah and Minister of Defense Abdallah Farhat who was 
elected president of the conference. The agreement confirmed the upperhand 
for Nouira without signifying final defeat for the others. 


Althoughsome believe that Nouira benefited from the incompatibilities that 
exist between Sayah and Nouira, there are those who say that these incompa- 
tibilities were contrived for the purpose of misleading people whose eyes 
had turned red because Sayah and Nouira are considered the stronger power 
on the political scene. This view is based on Bourguiba's method of clip- 
ping the wings of anyone who can fly alone. 


A provocative electoral trick took place during the elections, Nouira was 
voted upon by consensus, and the vote was taken by people standing up and 
clapping their hands. This was done instead of recording the vote in the 
minutes of the session so as not to show Nouira's real strength. The others, 
however, were elected in the normal fasion. Sayah came at the end of the 
list of members of the Central Committee which has 80 members. A number of 
his assistants like Tijani Makni and Ameur Ben Aicha were kept away. All 
the former ministers who had resigned after the January events, with the 
exception of Habib Chatti the former minister of foreign affairs, were kept 
iway from the Central Committee. Sayah did, however, succeed in getting 

25 members of his group and the same number of Abdallah Farhat's group 

[to the Central Committee]. Nouira, however, got between 30 and 35 members 
most of whom are not known as Destourian fighters, but rather as landed 
nobility and civil servants. 


Former Minister of the Interior Tahar Belkhodja attended the conference 
through Sayah, but he was insulted while the conference was in session in 
the course of the speakers’ participation. It was Salim Boumaaza director 
of the radio [station] and the official spokesman for the conference 

who supervised the insults against Belkhodja. He had been behind the 
effort to remove Belkhodja from government, and [this had occurred] after 
he recorded Belkhodja‘s private conversations at his home. 





The two prominent features of the conference are as follows: the fact 
that Nouira abandoned moderation because of the one-upmanship [of others] 
and he adopted the same charges that Sayah used to be blamed for, and the 
fact that he assumed responsibility for the events of January after he 
succeeded in escaping from then. 


wit the election of central committee will not be the decisive factor. 
There is a Political Bureau which is appointed personally by Bourguiba; 
it had not been announced when this issue of AL-HAWADITH was published. 
hut expectations indicate that there is a trend to appoint assistant 
secretary generals instead of party directors. Sayah may thus become an 
assistant secre'*’ general along with Hedi Baccouche who played a basic 
po! itical role .« the conference. He was the one who wrote Nouira’s 

po. itical report and reduced in it the attack on Ahmed Ben Salah, and he 
was behind the success of Hamed Karoui, Ben Salah's brother-in-law in the 


Central Committee. 


Ihe senior fighter did prove one more time that he was in fact the ruler of 
Tumisia. 
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ATTITUDES OF WOMEN IN SDAR, MILITARY TRAINING 
Bujumbura LE RENOUVEAU DU BURUNDI in French 24 Aug 79 p & 


[Text] When a Saharan woman learns that her son has died she reaches for 
her drum and plays it in celebration of his martyridon, If the same son 
were to have returned without a scratch she would have accused hia of doing 
nothing in the fight against the Moroccans, When she loves the obiect of 
her love is the man-hero, the one who is pernaps going to his death, to 
God.... 


The woman from the refugee camp in the Tindoug region who spoke the above 
words might appear to be overcome with verbal excess, It is due to the war, 
It is a war that she is conducting in her own way by describing for the 
assembled journalists the fate that has befallen her and her sisters: the 
women of the desert, accustomed to living in tents in one of the hottest 
and driest countries in the world. Women who although they are now being 
trained in the use of weapons have been treated as man’s equal for 
centuries ani who do not hide their faces behind a veil. 


Dressed in the traditional lom purple dress this militant meaber of the 
POLISARIO Front, who claims to be a Moslem, bursts out laughing when ask.i 
if women in “POLISARIO society” are forbidden, as they are in the Iran of 
the Ayatollah fhomeyri,from becoming ‘udges. 


"If I wanted to,” she says, “I could become president of the Saharan 
Democratic Arab Republic (SDAR), Nothing is forbidden here. There is total 
equality, This results from our traditional respect of man for woman and 
vice versa, Why shouldn't they respect those who are the equals of their 
own mothers?” 


When asked if there are as many female students abroad as there are male 
students, as many female doctors as male doctors, she answers in the 
negative but lets it be understood that this conmfition will be corrected. 
Women are represented on all of the POLISARIO commissions and, she clains, 
head some of then. 





Ani she emphasizes txt the traditional dowry, which is still the practice 
in many Arab countries, does not exist in the Yestern Sahara except in a 
syabolic forn, Marriage is entered into freely and future spouses are 
selected without any parental interference. Divorce is accomplished through 
mutual consent. Nevertheless, she claims that Islam is still the basis for 
their custorgs., 


Elsewhere, several doren kilometers away in a camp of Libyan ailitary 
tents, women in navy blue uniforms march in step, salute the SDAR's 
enblen, an? learn to handle arms. But the are especially learning how to 
provide care and logistical assistance to POLISARIO operations, It 
amounts to “obligatory service” for varying periods of time. Explains a 
man who is there training thems “as 4 matter of principle we all have to 
know how to fight.” 


The “recruits” appear to be quite young, under 15 years of age. They are 
beine taught how to cead. A lame nunber of those who are sarried are 
living apart from their husbands who are “in combat.” Some, recently 
preenant, are wearing red in order to differentiate then fron the rest. 


The wearing of this red garment is considered an honor: it symbolizes the 
fact that the Saharan people are ‘ew in number, that the war is lon, and 
that many have been killed. In the future state, if it ever comes into 
being, it will be necessary to replace those who have died. 


With Saharan Refugees in a Desert Canp 


"Tn Western Sahara | was a millionaire. I had a car ani a house in El] Aaiun. 
Now | don’t even have a camel. Look at the miserable life | have.” 


A man in his sixties, his face chiseled ani his powerful body clothed in 
a sky blue outfit, gestures toward the nomad tents lined up by the 
hunireds in Algerian territory near Tintoufs it is dawn in a camp full of 
Saharan refucees. In a few hours it will be 45 degrees in the shade ant 
“) in the sun, 


Tnnumerable toddler: ant cnhildren are playing while the women busy then- 
selves at the wells, There are hardly any sen who appear to be under the 
age of 50 with the exception of two medical workers who are looking after 
the tens of thousands of persons living in the cazp. 


These medical personnel, who are working as doctors, admit that they 
learned their trade “on the job” at war, When medical problems prove too 
complicated for them they send the patients to a hospital “elsewhere” at 
an undisclosed location, It may be located in Algeria or in the "liberated 
zone” near the combat areas where most of the able bodied men of the cazp 
have gone to fight the Moroccan troops, A 

of families or tribes fled from the Moroccans at the 
invasion 'n order to take refuge in Algeria and fight 
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is is not the 








first time,” he says. “The Saharans have been fighting for 5 centuries.” 


At his side another elderly man breaks open a package of cigarettes that 
were made in the camps ami bear no bream! name. Im Spanish he says: “The 
Western Sahare is covered with the bones of Moroccan bodies ani yet 
Hassan II still doesn’t unmferstani. So, the war will be continued as far 
as the gates of his palace.” 


“Even if the last of us were to disappear,” he went on, “it would be 
renenbered that « people foucht to be free, But we are 
The first thing that children are told here is to learn how to wage war,” 


A few kilometers from there the POLISARIO has put together 4 coxzplete 
school which will soon house 3,000 students with 42 

old director. As in many of the other schools, Arabic will be taught as 
well as a secon’ language, Spanish, which aany Saharans speak as 4 result 
of the forser colonization by Spain. 


Few animals are visibl+ a the camp with the excertion of goats. Another 
Saharan makes the sta‘ em nt that “they (the Spanish, then the Moroccans) 
killed all of owr cam ‘« some 250,000 of then, in order to aake us 
sedentary. We hardly h} ¢ any left. Our previous nomadic way of life is 
impossible for us now.” 


About 2 hours from the cazp is the war, Between two desert hills are 175 
men lined up in front of trucks ani jeeps, some of which are armed with 
105 mm canon, Pistols ami machine guns are piled neatly in back of a 
small van that has been taken from the Moroccan arny. 


An officer and four noncommissioned officers are standing. The others are 
seated under the guard of Saharan soldiers who are dressed in green 
canvas, These are the Moroccan prisoners from the recent battle for Bir 
Anzaran (several hundred dead, according to reports from both sides) who 
are “on display” for the journalists who are able to interrogate thes 
“freely” in the presence of officials from the POLISARIO Front. 


Ie it @ lesson learned because of fear of reprisals? Is it the prisoner's 
actual belief? It is impossible to know if the captain who has been 
wouried ani is being cared for by the POLISARTO believes what he is saying 
or is just making a cood speech: “The POLISARIO is stroncer, It is fighting 
a just war, The people want to be free, That can't be said of Morocco 
where people are being executed, where the army ani the entire population 
are demoralized anid want nothing sore to do with this foul war being 
fought on behalf of regime of questionable character,” 
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